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The Open Meeting Law

ÁFound in section 19.81 through 19.98 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes

ÁReproduced in section 3.71 Madison General 
Ordinances

ÁSupplemented Administrative Procedure 
Memorandum (APM) 3-13.



Purpose of the Law

In recognition of the fact that a 
representative government of the American 
type is dependent upon an informed 
electorate, it is declared to be the policy of 
this state that the public is entitled to the 
fullest and most complete information 
regarding the affairs of government as is 
compatible with the conduct of 
governmental business, Sec. 19.81(1), Wis. 
Stats.



General Requirements

ÁMeetings of state/local government bodies 
must be held in a publicly accessible location 
(including disabled public)

ÁMeetings must be preceded by notice (even 
for closed meetings)

ÁMeetings must be open (unless statutes 
specifically authorize closed session)



Application to Governmental 
Bodies

ÁApplies to all 
governmental bodies, 
including boards, 
commissions, 
committees, councils, 
etc.

ÁAll designated subunits 
of the above



Collective Power

Even if the collective power is limited to 
receiving information, providing advice or 
making recommendations, that still 
constitutes collective power sufficient to 
trigger application of the law



What Meetings Are Covered?

Statutory Definition of  
a Meeting-ȰÔÈÅ 
convening of members 
of a governmental 
body for the purpose of 
exercising the 
responsibility, 
authority, power or 
duties delegated to or 
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What is it really?

ÁMust conduct  governmental business.  
Discussion/debate, information gathering, 
public hearings, or for decision making 

AND

ÁSufficient number of members present that 
can �†�‡�–�‡�”�•�‹�•�‡���–�Š�‡���’�ƒ�”�‡�•�–���„�‘�†�›�ï�•���…�‘�—�”�•�‡���‘�ˆ��
actionon the subject under discussion


