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April 2024



Welcome

 Submit questions during live 
webinar using Q&A icon at bottom 
of screen

 Submit questions during replay of 
webinar by sending an e-mail to 
clerk@cityofmadison.com

mailto:clerk@cityofmadison.com


Our Goal

for each eligible voter to be able to cast 
a ballot and have that ballot counted



February Primary

▪5% turnout

▪No provisional ballots

▪No rejected absentees



April Election

▪Prepared for 100% 
turnout

▪Two-sided ballot
▪ Presidential 

Preference

▪ Judicial

▪ County Board

▪ School Board

▪ Referenda



Presidential 
Preference

1. Pick a party

2. Vote for one 
candidate within 
that party



Open Primary

▪Voter registration 
is not tied to a 
political party

▪Voter gets to 
choose one party

▪The party they 
choose is secret



Voter Only Picks a Party

▪Party selection will 
count

▪Ballot will be accepted

▪No presidential 
candidate gets a vote



Voter Only Picks a 
Presidential Candidate 

▪Ballot will be accepted

▪Candidate gets a vote



Voter Selects a Candidate 
in Each Party

▪Cross-over vote

▪Neither candidate gets 
a vote



Voter Selects a 
Candidate in Each Party 
and Chooses a Party

▪Not a cross-over vote

▪Tabulator only looks at 
party selected

▪Candidate marked in 
selected party gets a 
vote



Selecting a Party is a 
Safety Net

▪ If tabulator says there is 
a cross-over vote, the 
voter may select a party 
to save their ballot

▪The ExpressVote does 
not allow cross-over 
votes



Referenda

▪We cannot answer 
questions about 
referenda

▪We may only direct 
voters to the posted 
explanation



School District Splits

▪ See chart on back of Inspectors’ 
Statement

▪Watch for highlighted voter names on 
poll book

▪Make highlighted mark on voter slip to 
communicate with ballot table

▪Verify school district with voter



Polling Place Visits

▪ Accessibility (Tyler)

▪ Polling place set-up 
(Duane)

▪ Roving Chief 
Inspectors

▪ Minneapolis Elections 
& Voter Services 
Office



Questions



What’s New



On the Horizon



Mondays with Maribeth

▪ Mondays at 
noon

▪ Q&A via Zoom

▪ Not training

▪ Optional

▪ Unpaid



DMV Offline

▪ No website for 
looking up your 
Wisconsin driver 
license number 

▪ New voter 
hotline, (608) 
266-1069



Plain Language Project

▪New Task Sheets

▪New Quick Guides

▪New Election Official 
Guide (white binder)



iPad Pilot Project

▪UW-Madison 
polling 
locations



Signs for Inside Polling Place



New Absentee Envelopes



Certificate 
Envelope

▪Sealed

▪Untampered

▪Voter 
signature



Witness

▪Signature

▪Printed 
name

▪Address



Witness 
Address

Place witness 
can be 
communicated 
with



Court Injunction

We may not reject an absentee based on a 
witness’ address if the face of the envelope 
contains sufficient information to allow a 
reasonable person in the community to 
identify a location where the witness may be 
communicated with.



Witness Address

▪ House number, street, city

▪ House number, street, zip code

▪ House number, street matching 
voter’s address

▪ “Same” or “Same as voter” or 
“Ditto”

▪ Residence hall, room number

▪ Name of apartment building, 
room number



Rejecting Absentees 
Based on Witness 
Address

1. Call Clerk’s Office at 
(608)266-4220

2. Clerk’s Office will consult 
with City Attorney



Questions



Review of the Basics



Absentees with 
Complete Certificates

▪ Process 3-5 absentees at a 
time

▪ Check against ineligible list

▪ Check absentee voters into 
poll book

▪ Open envelopes after 
assigning a voter number



Acceptable Voter ID

Expiring after 11/8/2022

▪ Wisconsin driver license

▪ Wisconsin ID

▪ U.S. passport

▪ Military ID



Acceptable Voter ID

Unexpired

▪ Driver license or ID receipt

▪ ID Petition Process receipt

▪ Veterans Affairs ID



Acceptable Voter ID

Issued within last 2 years

▪ Certificate of Naturalization

Regardless of expiration

▪ Tribal ID



Acceptable Voter ID

College ID

▪ Shows date issued

▪ Expires within two 
years of issuance

▪ Student signature

▪ If expired, must show 
proof of current 
enrollment



Address on ID Doesn’t Matter

We check

▪ Type of ID is okay

▪ Expiration is okay for 
that type of ID

▪ Photo reasonably 
resembles voter

▪ Name on ID 
reasonably conforms 
to name on poll book



Initialing Ballots

▪ Indicate ward

▪ Both officials initial 
ballot in front of the 
voter

ABC

EDW



Voter 
Registration



▪ U.S. Citizen

▪ Resident for at least 28 days

▪ At least 18 years old

▪ Not currently serving a sentence for a felony

x
x

x
x

Qualifications



▪ Last name

▪ Suffix (Jr/Sr)

▪ First name

▪ Middle name

Name



▪ Date of birth

▪ Phone (optional)

▪ E-mail (optional)

About You



▪ Make sure it is in your ward

▪ If voter does not have a 
traditional street address, use 
map on back of form

Address



▪ Mailing address, if different from 
residence

▪ Previous name, if this is a name 
change

▪ Previous voter registration 
address (at least city & state)

More Information



▪ Wisconsin driver license number 
required, if current and valid

▪ Wisconsin ID card number

▪ Last 4 digits of Social Security

ID Number



▪ Yes, I am proving my address

Proof of Residence



▪ Eligible to vote

▪ Established residency at least 28 days ago

▪ Have not already voted in this election

▪ Not disqualified from voting

Voter Signs



A – Affidavit for homeless

B – Bank Statement

C – Care Facility contract/intake document

G – Government Check/Document

H – Housing list from Edgewood/UW

P – Paycheck

R – Residential Lease

S – Student ID with Fee Statement

U – Utility Bill

W – WI Driver License/ID

Proof of Address



What – Who – Four or Two

▪ What was used to prove address

▪ Who issued that document

▪ Last 4 digits of account number if it is long (7 
or more)

▪ Last 2 digits of account number if it is short (6 
or fewer)



Official Signatures

▪Ward

▪Official Signature

▪Second Official Signature
▪ Check for completeness

▪ Add to New Registration Poll List

▪ Check ID

▪ Assign voter number



Hand-Delivered 
Absentees

▪ Do not ask for ID. 

▪ “Are you the voter?”

▪ If yes, make sure 
absentee is for your 
ward.



Absentee Deliveries

“Are you the voter?”

▪ If no, “Are you delivering this ballot because the 
voter determined they need help returning it due 
to their disability?”



Absentee Deliveries

▪ If yes, “Are you someone other than the voter’s 
employer, an agent of that employer, or an 
officer or agent of their union?”  

▪ If yes, accept ballot if it is for your ward.



Questions



Record Your Training

▪ In webinar attendance, “click here to complete 
this course”

▪ Take the quiz



Thank you!
Scheduling:
MadisonVotes@cityofmadison.com

Training Questions:
Clerk@cityofmadison.com

mailto:MadisonVotes@cityofmadison.com
mailto:MadisonVotes@cityofmadison.com
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