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From: Sara Eskrich, District 13 Alder 

RE: 1605 &1609 Monroe Street 

Date: May 22, 2016 

 

Thank you in advance for your review of the project at 1605/1609 Monroe Street.  

 

Gregg Shimanski and his team have done their work in outreaching to neighboring property owners 

(homeowners, residential, and commercial). We had a positive neighborhood meeting on March 10, 

where approximately 40 individuals voiced general support for the project as proposed. Prior to the 

wider neighborhood meeting, the development team met with the Vilas Neighborhood Association 

Council and outreached to near-neighbors individually. You will see that the Vilas Neighborhood 

Association has taken a formal supportive position.  

 

The concerns raised regarding this project relate to traffic and general height/density concerns, 

particularly from near-neighbors. As far as traffic is concerned, the Traffic Impact Analysis shows 

minimal impact of this project. However, there is an established issue of cutting through the 

neighborhood on Oakland that could be mitigated. I hope to help address this in future Monroe Street 

reconstruction efforts by working to close Crazy Legs Drive and implement placemaking features in 

that underused “Crazylegs Triangle” area (directly across from this project). This is a future 

conversation.  

 

The height of this project is taller than what would be acceptable on most of Monroe Street. There 

are various reasons I believe five-stories is appropriate at this site, and does not set a precedent for 

future development along Monroe: 

1. The site itself. The site is at a low-point of Monroe Street. The five-story building fits in the 

context of the other buildings.  

2. The adjacent properties. Regent Street buildings, like the Regent, HotelRED, and Camp 

Randall are already taller than the three or four stories called for in the Monroe Street Plan. 

There is a future redevelopment opportunity across from the proposed 1605/09 site. An infill 

development here will continue to drive up property values and provide a gateway to Monroe 

Street with commercial and parking amenities to contribute to the vitality of the street. Height 

and density helps hold this site. 

3. The proposed building. The project is well designed, as acknowledged by the Urban Design 

Commission. Additionally, I believe the condo units on the fifth floor provide a unique 

contribution to the neighborhood. I have already been contacted by a previous neighbor who 

would like to move back into a condo in the neighborhood. The stability and opportunity 
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provided by condos at this site will further enhance its value to the neighborhood and city. 

The public parking on this site will also be beneficial to neighbors and the street as a whole. 

 

Overall, I believe that this project will contribute positively to the neighborhood. The design 

proposed fits in with the surrounding properties and potential uses of the building, both in function 

and aesthetics.  

 

Thank you again for your thorough review of this project. Please do not hesitate to contact me 

directly with any questions. I will also be present at Plan Commission to answer questions at the 

hearing. 


