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To: Members of the Plan Commission 

From: Sara Eskrich, District 13 Alder 

RE: District 13 Items  

Date: June 11, 2016  

 

I apologize in advance; I will not be able to attend your meeting on Monday, June 13th, as I have two 

conflicting meetings. Please see my comments regarding projects in District 13 below, and do not 

hesitate to reach out to me individually if you have any questions. 

 

6. 42303 Consideration of a demolition permit to demolish a single-family residence and 

construct a new single-family residence at 3303 Gregory Street; 13th Ald. Dist. 

 

I have not received any concerns regarding this application. I support the request with the staff 

recommended conditions of approval. 

 

8. 42307 Consideration of a conditional use to construct an outdoor recreation area, expand the 

parking area, increase the capacity and modify the floorplan for approved outdoor eating area, 

and approve a parking reduction, all for a restaurant-tavern at 1313 Regent Street and 7 S. 

Randall Avenue; 13th Ald. Dist. 

 

This item has been before you previously and I appreciated your support of a significant number of 

conditions that help address concerns regarding the impact of this project on the surrounding 

neighborhood. The staff report describes these conditions well, and ensures they are preserved should 

these changes be approved. There continues to be concern regarding the impacts of alcohol-serving 

establishments on Regent Street. I appreciate and share that concern. There is also concern about 

light and noise pollution. The staff conditions regarding outdoor closing times of 10pm, no outdoor 

amplified sound, capacity driven by tables and seating, an 8-foot screening fence, no outdoor use 

during Badger Football home games, and parking available at all times (not shutdown for events) 

mitigate the impacts of the proposed changes to the outdoor patio and proposed volleyball courts.  

 

Due to the nature of the conditions, I support approval of this item. I hope the addition of outdoor 

recreation will provide value and enjoyment to the neighborhood. 

 

12. 42745 Consideration of a conditional use for an outdoor eating area for a restaurant-tavern 

at 2701 Monroe Street; 13th Ald. Dist. 

 

We had a very productive neighborhood meeting on Monday, June 6th with Food Fight regarding the 

former Bluphies and their request for outdoor seating. Neighbors shared concerns regarding noise 
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and parking, but also shared support for the new restaurants and outdoor seating at this location. 

Some particular elements of the proposal eased resident concerns, including:  

 The outdoor space hours will close at 9pm Sun – Thurs and 10pm Friday and Saturday. 

 The opening “window” to the indoor space is small, such that noise will not be likely to 

travel outside of the restaurant. 

 The restaurant is installing more internal noise dampening foam and internal noise controls. 

 The outdoor space is nearly completely bounded by a five foot brick wall. As people sit at the 

tables, the intention is that the noise will be mitigated by the walls. 

 There will not be amplified music in the outdoor space. 

 The proposal takes away three current parking spaces. Monty from Food Fight noted that 

Bluphies has stored two catering vans in the parking lot and those will be gone with the new 

restaurants. So, it is in some ways only losing one spot. 

 

After the meeting, I shared with neighbors that there are some conditions that I will work to have 

included in the licensing of this space. I ask the Plan Commission to consider: 

 The outdoor hours will not just stop seating and serving at 9pm and 10pm, but the outdoor 

space will be closed after 9pm and 10pm respectively (as per staff condition 1). 

 The outdoor space will have occupancy set by the number of seats. This will ensure that the 

area does not become crowded, standing-room outdoor space, but an extension of the 

restaurant seating area.  

 The outdoor space will include a landscaping plan to be approved by the city to further screen 

the outdoor space (as per staff condition 3). 

 The outdoor space will not be permitted an entertainment license (this condition will be 

shared with the ALRC). 

 The applicant will provide an employee traffic management plan (noting that employee 

parking can be part of the neighborhood parking challenges). 

 

I also noted that if there are concerns over noise and the outdoor seating, we can always readdress the 

hours of operation or operation in general in the future. That is the nature of a conditional use 

request. 

 

I recommend this application be approved with the staff conditions and relevant above conditions. 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 


