
 

 

We continue to have great success with the Royster-

Clark Planning process.  As I type this, a draft version 

of the actual plan is making itôs way through several 

City committeeôs on its way to be adopted by the 

Common Council.  A draft copy of the complete plan 

is available online at :http://www.cityofmadison.com/

planning/royster.html. 

 

What does it mean for the City to adopt the draft plan?  

Well, first it becomes ñpartò of the Cityôs Comprehen-

sive Plan; a document that shapes how the City as a 

whole plans its future development.  It is also the 

benchmark for the City agencies and committees to 

compare against when approving any developerôs 

proposal. 

 

This plan is really unique.   We are not planning in a 

cornfield here; it is a very large site in the middle of a  

strong community-oriented neighborhood.  And there 

is not a future developer in sight.  Therefore, we had a 

strong incentive to model what would really be best 

for the City, area residents and our community as a 

whole. 

 

I invite you to take a look at the plan, which was de-

veloped  by neighborhood representatives with many 

public and open meetings.  In essence, the plan which 

was developed by neighborhood representatives with 

many public and open meetings.  In essence, the plan 

proposes to make the corner of Cottage Grove Road 

and Dempsey Road to be a strong focal point with 

good architecture and scale.  Along Cottage Grove 

and Dempsey Roads there are various options for 

commercial, retail or mixed uses.  As you head east 

toward the neighborhood houses and railroad tracks,  
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The plan calls for single family homes of similar 

style and scale to  the existing homes. 

 

Of course, after concerns about the potential lack 

of a developer, the biggest issue is what is to be 

of existing building.  As you might remember, 

the developer had come before the City to do a 

ñpartial demolition,ò which would bring the 

structure down to the concrete.  However, 

Agrium chose not to demolish the building.  

They are still required to maintain the building to 

existing building inspection requirements. 

 
Still, it is an eyesore and potentially dangerous.  

At this moment, we are waiting for the sale of the 

site and a developer to begin working on their 

own plan. Unfortunately, if there is a potential to 

use ñTIFò (Tax Incremental Financing) money, 

we need to show ñblight.ò  Empty, clear land 

cannot be blight.  Therefore, the  building (or 

potentially partial demolition) would need to still 

be up when the blight study is conducted. 

 

Iôm excited that this nearly two year process of 

creating a new area plan is coming to a  close.  

Again, I encourage you to review the plan and 

send us any comments before the Common 

Council adoption.  As well, Iôm encouraged by 

some conversations weôre having with potential 

developers and expect that after the plan is 

adopted, some changes to the site can begin. 
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Monona Drive Reconstruction in 2011 

 
It seems like clockwork every year that elected officials share how ñhorribleò the upcoming City budget will be.   

This year I certainly canôt disagree.  Because of a variety of lowered revenue (state income, fees, property taxes) and the general 

rise in the cost of doing things, we will have to make some tough decisions. 

 

As in previous years, Iôm very committed to keep any increase to a minimum.  Iôve always supported incremental expansions, but 

not big jumps in property taxes.  I, along with many of my colleagues, are very aware that our property taxes support many neces-

sary functions; however, it canôt expand more than your ability to pay. 

 

This year I see that there are many ñsafety netò functions that the City must support to keep more City residents from falling into 

even deeper holes.  However, basic city services must continue.  Oh, the conundrum! 

If youôve driven down Monona Drive in Monona by the Beltline, you surely have seen some  big changes.  Monona is currently im-

plementing Phase 1 of  the Monona Drive Plan, which will continue through this summer and next year. 

 

Since last spring, Monona, Madison and Dane County have been discussing ñPhase 2ò which would be Monona Drive from Win-

nequah Road to Cottage Grove Road including the intersection. 

 

Before I get into the details about the proposal, still working its way through the City of Madison approval process; I wanted to 

share a little about the funding for the project.  Basically, a significant amount of federal money is being used, with matching 

amounts from the City of Monona and Madison and a smaller contribution from the County. 

 
Why is this important?  Well, in order to get federal funding, there are some regulations that are required to get the money.  One requirement is 

the addition of bike lanes in both directions.  While the City of Madison does have an  adopted policy to add bike lanes on major roads during 

reconstruction (East Washington Avenue, Midvale Boulevard and many others), for Monona Drive this certainly plays a pivotal design issue 

because of the current width of the street.   

 

A few months ago there was a petition and discussion about this.  Initially there was concern that the widening of the road was for 

additional vehicle lanes.  As you now know, the expansion of the street was for the inclusion of these four-foot bike paths.  In ad-

dition, sidewalk is being proposed for both sides of the street, with the Monona side having a wider six to eight foot multi-purpose 

path. 

Unfortunately the side effect of this roadwork is the dramatic loss of mature trees and some negative impact on parking lots, espe-

cially around Cottage Grove Road.  While we can negotiate with property-owners about the loss of property, the tree loss is very  

concerning as those trees highlight the beauty and maturity of the adjacent neighborhoods.  Certainly, the plan would call for the 

replacement of these trees; however it would take years to establish the tree canopy that the current trees offer. 

2009 Budget    

    

Finally, for those pedestrians and bicyclists that use the Cottage Grove Road intersection, work will be done to make the area 

more ñfriendlyò. One request by Monona is to make Ferchland Place able to turn left and go forward on Cottage Grove Road. 

Making this happen would remove the constant ñslipò lane on the far right.   We will be hosting a neighborhood and business 

meeting at the East Side Business Association on Thursday, September 17, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.   Your comments are always 
welcome. 
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Aberg Avenue Bike/Pedestrian Bridge 

As many are already aware, work on East Washington Avenue and Aberg Avenue is well on its way. Hopefully, by October everything 

will be fully open and the entire East Washington Avenue project will be complete. 

 

The latest news is the construction of the Bicycle/Pedestrian bridge over Aberg Avenue to match the existing bridge on East Washing-

ton Avenue.  This is perhaps one of the most tangible projects for the federal stimulus money. Since it was designed as part of the en-

tire project, it was ñready to go.ò 

 

Iôm excited that only a few years after trying to create this vital connection from the Isthmus Bike Trail to Starkweather Creek Trail to 

MATC, it will be complete. I must thank the state, federal and local officials who worked to make this vision come to fruition. 

Starkweather Creek Mowing Near Milwaukee Street 
In conjunction with the bicycle/pedestrian bridge/paths, the stream banks along Starkweather Creek from Milwaukee Street to Ander-

son have been worked on.  Unfortunately, the work that we did from Milwaukee Street to East Washington Avenue suffered a great 

deal from the high water conditions we experienced last spring and this spring. 

 

Fortunately, the City has recently hired a company to take care of the area with twice yearly mowing, reseeding and replanting.  Weôll 

look forward to these improvements over the next few years. 

East Side Dog Park Meeting 
Bashford Methodist Church 

329 North Street 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 @ 6:00 p.m. 

For a change of pace, a group of East side residents have come together to plan for several ñpocket dog parks.ò  The list has been 

narrowed down to Burr Jones Field on East Washington Avenue (near the trees); Demetral Park at the intersection of Packers Ave-

nue and Commercial Avenue (next to the BP station) and along Starkweather Creek on McCormick Street.  Nearby residents will 

receive an invitation (although all are invited) with a survey response card.  This meeting will be for public discussion.  All, some 

or none of these parks may advance; all have their advantages and disadvantages.  Please come to attend this meeting and provide 

your perspective. 
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Madison Public Central Library 
Recently, there has been much discussion about the future of the Central Library.  Most know that the 1967 building (in itôs current form) 

is not adequate for its current purpose. 

 

For the record, I have been on the Madison Library Board for over twelve years (actually about 1/3 my lifetime) and working on a new 

library since 2000. At the time, the Library Board had a ñcompetitionò to design a new library on the existing site. Ultimately an well 

known library architect, Will Brueder, was selected to re-design the current building with an additional third floor was selected, but the 

price tag ï about twenty five million dollars ï was too much to take. 

 

A little over a year ago, developer Terrance Wall proposed a mixed-use reuse project for the site. The Library Board took this opportunity 

to expand that to any other potential option, which ultimately included the Fiore project on West Washington Avenue. 

 

While some might argue about the relevance of libraries in the twenty-first century, I do not. I see an expanding future for libraries and 

their services to our community. In fact, our local branch libraries ï Pinney and Hawthorne ï have seen significant increases in use over 

the past few years. While it is true that technology has changed how people access information, the library is still there hand-in-hand with 

those advancements. 

 

Others might argue that the City of Madison does not need a central library ï that their local branch libraries are all they need. While it is 

true that many never access the Central Library your use of branch libraries is only possible by many of the functions that are performed 

in our central administration center. The librariesô centralized set-up reduces year-after-year expenditures while providing award-winning 

services to library users. 

 

Finally, others (maybe the same) will argue that ñnow is not the timeò. Ironically, given the current economic climate the cost for the 

same project will be 20-30% less than a year ago. The cityôs Capital budget continues to spend money on construction, regardless of 

whether the library would be included or not. 

 

So in the end there are two proposals: complete renovation of the existing structure or moving the library to West Washington Avenue 

and reusing the existing site for other uses. In my library role I saw both options as equal: the substantial improvement of library space. In 

my Alder role, I see the additional revenue that the private re-use of the site offers to the city. 

 
The Mayor has made his decision to support the Fiore plan. Given the current calculation of costs ($37 million) to potential revenue ($21 

million) then the Fiore plan ï by simple economics ï is the more logical solution.. Details of the project will continue to evolve, through 

the budget process and if approved any planning process. I encourage you communicate with me and your fellow neighbors about this 

project. 




