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        		Election Officials (poll workers) facilitate the right to vote. They maintain order at the polls on Election Day. They ensure that our elections are open, fair, impartial, and trusted.
Apply to be an Election Official
Pay
The City of Madison pays its Election Officials the hourly living wage. The 2024 living wage is $15.87 an hour.
If you want to be paid for working at the polls, you need to submit two payroll forms to the Clerk's Office. Please complete and submit these forms before Election Day. You only need to submit these forms once.
	W-4 form
	Wisconsin form WT-4

Election Officials may choose to receive their pay via direct deposit. This requires a Direct Deposit Authorization Agreement. Be sure to use the correct routing number from a check, not a deposit slip. Routing numbers for direct deposit never begin with a "5."
To cancel direct deposit, submit a Direct Deposit Termination form.
High School Students
High school students who are at least 16 years old may work at the polls. A parent/guardian and high school principal must authorize participation. Learn more about becoming a Student Election Official.
Assignments
The Clerk's Office sends Election Officials an annual "interest email." This email asks you to use an online portal to indicate:
	Availability to work at the polls that year
	Polling location preferences
	Shift preferences

The Clerk's Office sends out assignments via email four weeks before each election. Use the online portal to accept or decline your Election Day shift. The assignment email includes a training link. The City of Madison requires that you complete one hour of training for every election you work.
Scheduling communications are best handled via email to madisonvotes@cityofmadison.com.
Election Day Reminders for Poll Workers
	Wear comfortable shoes and clothing. We recommend wearing layers because we don't control the thermostats in polling places.
	Please do not wear or use any scented products. Other poll workers and voters may have chemical sensitivities.
	Keep food and drinks away from the poll books and ballot table.
	Poll workers may not wear political apparel at the polls.
	Political conversations are not allowed at the polls. This applies even when voters are not present.
	Be prepared to rotate tasks on Election Day. Tell the Chief Inspector about any accommodations you need to perform each task.

Employer Certification
Some employers require proof that their employees worked at the polls. Each Election Official receives an itemized statement of how many hours they worked. This statement can be used for your employer certification.
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  Why am I a poll worker?
	I was raised to believe that working at the polls was my civic duty. As long as I am able, I want to help people exercise their right to have their voice heard. Besides, it's fun.  -Sue G.
	I work at the polls to experience the real world outside my daily routine. It is like a vacation, doing something different, interesting, and fun.  -Jean P.
	You keep in touch with your neighbors and have a feeling of satisfaction that you are doing something worthwhile to help your neighborhood. There is joy in being part of something of value.  -Sharon F.
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              Clerk's Office 

      City Clerk's Office
215 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
Room 153, Madison Municipal Building 
Madison, WI 53703
Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 1:00pm, and 2:00pm – 4:30pm 
Closed from 1:00pm – 2:00pm for daily staff meeting
Licensing available until 4:00pm.
Phone: 608-266-4601
Fax: 608-266-4666
clerk@cityofmadison.com



      



      
        
          


      
        
              


	
		
					
				  
    
      
    

  

			

		
	


            
      

      
      


      

      


	            	



      




  


          

  

              
        
          


  
  
  
    	


      
        
              


	
		
		
          
    
  
      

          
        


	
		
					
				


      
          	Clerk's Office
City Clerk's Office
210 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd
Room 105, City-County Building
Madison, WI 53703

	Office Hours:
Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 4:30pm
Licensing available until 4:00pm.
Schedule an appointment
	Phone: 608-266-4601
	Fax: 608-266-4666
	clerk@cityofmadison.com
	WI Relay Service
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	Where Do I Vote?
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          	Records & Claims
	Public Records
	Claim Against the City
	Dane County Clerk
	Birth, death, marriage, and domestic partnership records in Dane County
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Get Email Updates

Subscribe to the Meeting Schedule email list.
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