
Women’s Initiatives Committee 
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Sojourner Truth (1797-1883) 
Abolitionist & Women's Rights Activist 
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Clara Barton (1821 –1912)  
Nurse, Teacher, Patent Clerk 
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Sarah Winnemucca (ca 1844-1891) 
Author, Activist, Educator 
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Mary Jane Rathbun (1860-1943) 
Scientist, working with crab specimens 
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Ida Wells (1862 –1931) 

Journalist, Editor, Suffragist, Sociologist 



Annie Jump Cannon (1863 - 1941) 
Astronomer  
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Mary Agnes Chase (1869-1963)   
Botanist, with her specimens 



Bessie Coleman (1892-1926) 
First African American & Native American 
woman pilot 
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Margaret Foster (1895-1970) 
First woman chemist to work for US Geological 
Survey,1919 



Selma Burke (1900-1995)  
Sculptor, in her studio 
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Margaret Mead (1901-1978)  
Anthropologist & Writer 
 



Elizabeth Sabin Goodwin (1902 – 1980) 
Illustrator & Artist 
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Rachel Carson (1907 – 1964)  
Scientist, Activist, Author, 1952 
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Martha Gellhorn (1908 –1998)  
War Correspondent, Travel Writer, Novelist 
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Chien-Shiung Wu (1912-1997)  
Physicist & Nobel Prize Winner 



Julia Child (1912 –2004)  
Chef, Author, TV Personality 
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Rosa Parks (1913 –2005)  
Civil Rights Activist, 1955 



Mary Blade (1913 – 1994) 
Engineering Professor, 1946 
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Mary Alice McWhinnie (1922-1980) 
Chief Scientist at McMurdo Research Station, 
1962 



Ursula Le Guin (1926- )  
Science Fiction Writer 
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Gloria Steinem (1934- ) & Dorothy Hughes 
(1938-  ), 1972 
Activists & Authors, Co-Founded Ms. Magazine 
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Wilma Mankiller (1945-2010) 
Chief, Activist, Author 
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Sally Ride (1951 –2012)  
Astronaut & Physicist 
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Kathryn Bigelow (1951 -)  
Director, Producer, Writer 
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Tani Cantil Sakauye (1959 - ) 
California Supreme Court Chief Justice 
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Sheryl Sandberg (1969 - )  
Businesswoman & Author 
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Serena Williams (1981 -)  
Professional Tennis Athlete 
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