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RE: MINUTES for the Madison Area Municipal Storm Water Partnership Meeting 
DATE: November 10, 2011 
 

1. Discussion of adaptive management and how it relates to our TMDL requirements with 
Dave Taylor, MMSD. 
Dave presented a proposal by MMSD to participate in an adaptive management pilot 
study in 2013 that would, after 3 years, likely lead to a full scale adaptive management 
program in the Rock River Watershed within Dane County. Municipalities regulated as 
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MS4s have several options to meet their TMDL requirements, including installing urban 
BMP practices, water quality trading, adaptive management (only under the umbrella of 
a NR217-regulated body such as MMSD), or a combination of these things. The City of 
Madison, for example, needs to reduce phosphorus loading by 16,000 pounds, annually. 
A designed stormwater detention basin that will treat approximately 400 acres of mostly 
residential area will reduce phosphorus loading by about 100 pounds annually, at a 
construction cost of $1,000,000. The City does not have the space or resources to install 
enough urban BMPs to meet the TMDL requirements, and are therefore likely will be 
participating in the adaptive management pilot program. However, as similar urban 
BMPs are installed, TMDL credits would be given for those practices. 
 
The current statewide trading framework currently has a lot of uncertainties associated 
with it, which may make it a risky choice.  Currently, Wisconsin is the only state with 
adaptive management as an option in the code for pollutant trading. The goal of adaptive 
management is compliance at the lowest cost. Money would flow from urban to rural, in 
terms of funding farm practices, nutrient management implementation, and other farm-
based conservation. 
 
Dave indicated that if municipalities are interested in participating in the pilot project in 
2013, they should let him know ASAP. His contact is below. No funding is needed until 
that year. He will also be putting together a FAQ for folks to take to their respective 
boards, etc. that discusses the intricacies of adaptive management. His presentation 
from the meeting is attached to these minutes. 
 

2. Information/Education Updates 
Marcia updated the group with what has been going on with Info and Education. She 
provided a handout, also attached. The next I&E subcommittee meeting is on November 
29 at 1:00, Fen Oak Ct. 
 


