Wisconsin Department of Transportation

Economic Development and Business Impact Evaluation
	Alternative:  Bike Lane Addition

Preferred alternative – Yes
	Portion of project this sheet is evaluating if different from the first Basic Sheet        



1) Describe the economic development or existing business areas affected by the proposed action.

There are several small business centers located along the corridor as well as older traditional storefront commercial areas and many individual businesses. Types of businesses include retail, manufacturing and services. Economic redevelopment is a common theme among the Neighborhood Plans along the corridor. The General Economics Factor Sheet identifies specific economic development in the corridor.

The Marathon Oil Gas Station located at 2601 East Washington Avenue, at the intersection of Milwaukee Street will be relocated since the structures on that site will be required to be removed. Driveway access will be eliminated from the lot that contains Dr. Zhou’s Acupuncture & Herb Clinic and Neal J. Katz DPM’s offices located at 1900 –1902 East Washington Avenue, at the intersection of First Street. Riverview Sales at 1462 East Washington Avenue will be relocated as well. Relocation assistance will be offered to these businesses.

2) Identify and discuss the existing modes of transportation and their traffic within the economic development or existing business area.

The East Washington Avenue Corridor serves pedestrians, bicyclists, automobiles, buses and taxis. Modes of transportation other than automobile are commonly used in the corridor, possibly due to the proximity of small commercial areas to residential areas and also possibly due to the slightly higher number of lower income individuals, including students. Neighborhood Plans for the area encourage pedestrian-friendly business districts. The entire corridor is served by the city bus system with seven routes that traverse East Washington Avenue. Buses stop at all of the major business areas.

Freight rail crosses the corridor in two locations between Dickinson and First Street. A proposed high-speed rail service would also use these existing rail crossings however, no station locations along East Washington Avenue are proposed.

1997 traffic volumes on East Washington Avenue from Blair Street to Thierer Road range between 39,000 and 54,300 vehicles per day.

3)  Place an “X” in  the appropriate box below if one of the populations indicated would be affected by the proposal. Give 

a brief description of the community/neighborhood and population affected by the proposed action.  Include demographic characteristics of those affected by the proposal. 

For the populations shown below, The Orders issued by the U.S. Department of Transportation and its implementing agencies to satisfy the requirements of Executive Order 12898 require an evaluation to determine whether a minority and/or low-income population would experience a disproportionately high and adverse effect.  If any of the populations shown below are affected, the Environmental Justice Factor Sheet, along with the remaining items on this worksheet, will need to be completed to satisfy Environmental Justice requirements 

a)  X   NO  Disabled population is not affected

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES
Disabled population is affected - See Environmental Justice Factor Sheet

b)  X   NO  Elderly population is not affected

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  Elderly are affected – See Environmental Justice  Factor Sheet

c)  X   NO  Minority populations are not affected

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES  Minority populations are affected - See Environmental Justice Factor Sheet

d)  X   No  Low-income populations are not affected

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes  Low income populations are affected - See Environmental Justice Factor Sheet

4)  Identify and discuss effects on the economic development potential and existing businesses that are dependent upon the transportation facility for continued economic viability. 

X   The proposed project will have no effect on a transportation-dependent business or industry.  Although East Washington Avenue is a designated truck route, there are alternative satisfactory routes regional truck traffic can use during the construction phase of the project. Two lanes in each direction will be open during construction.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The proposed action will change the conditions for a business that is dependent upon the transportation facility. Identify effects, including effects that may occur during construction. 
5)  Estimate the number of businesses and jobs that would be created or displaced because of the project.  

a)  Total number created     

X   None (no direct business creation, see item 13b for discussion of construction related jobs.)

Number created by type including number of jobs

Retail businesses created

   
Retail jobs created 
    
Service businesses created

   
Service jobs created
    
Wholesale businesses created
   
Wholesale jobs created
    
Manufacturing businesses created
   
Manufacturing jobs created
    
b)  Total number displaced  4
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  None

Number displaced by type and number of jobs
Retail businesses displaced

1
Retail jobs displaced
1

Service businesses displaced
3
Service jobs displaced
4 full-time, 6 part-time

Wholesale businesses displaced
   
Wholesale jobs displaced
    
Manufacturing businesses displaced
   
Manufacturing jobs displaced
    
6)  Identify any special characteristics of the created or displaced businesses or their employees. 

a) Number of created businesses by special characteristics:


X  None
Number of created businesses that will employ elderly



0





 serve elderly



0



Number of created businesses that will employ disabled


0







 serve disabled

0



Number of created businesses that will employ low-income people
0







 serve low-income people
0



Number of created businesses that will employ a minority population
   







 serve a minority

   
b) Number of displaced businesses by special characteristics:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  None


Number of displaced businesses that employ elderly


   







serve elderly

   


Number of displaced businesses that employ disabled


   







 serve disabled

   


Number of displaced businesses that employ low-income people

1







 serve low-income people
   


Number of displaced businesses that employ minority population

2







serve a minority



7)  Is Special Relocation Assistance Needed?:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


X    Yes - Describe special relocation needs  Proper zoning for gas stations for the Marathon Station (2601 East Washington Avenue).

8)  Describe the business relocation potential in the community. There is a good relocation potential for the affected businesses. A number of commercial brokers were contacted and it was their opinion that there are and would be a number of available replacement sites in the Metropolitan Madison area. The businesses to be acquired will be aided in their efforts by relocation services, supplemental business payments and moving cost payments. The general effect of the businesses being relocated on the local economy will be very minimal, if at all.
a)  Total number of available business buildings in the community
 A survey in November 2001 indicated anywhere from 1 to 2 gas station sites that may be available, within the greater Madison Metropolitan area. A survey in June 2002 indicates 2 or more sites are available for professional offices. Two or more sites are available that may accommodate used auto sales.
b)  Number of available and comparable business buildings by location

2 - Number of available and comparable business buildings within Madison Metropolitan Area.

c)  Number of available and comparable business buildings by type and price (Include business buildings in price ranges comparable to those being dislocated, if any.)

Lease ranges not disclosed at this time for the gas station. The doctor’s offices would fall in the range of $1,250 per month and the auto sales for $1,600 per month.
9)  Identify all the sources of information used to obtain the data in item 8.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WisDOT Real Estate

X Multiple Listing Service (MLS)


X Newspaper listing(s)

X Other - Identify:  Brokers - Commercial

10)  Describe how relocation assistance will be provided in compliance with the WisDOT Relocation Manual or FHWA 

regulation 49 CFR Part 24.

Owners or tenants of businesses would be reimbursed for the costs of actual moving expenses and related expenses.  Related expenses include personal property losses, costs of finding a replacement site, and re-establishment expenses.  Before the initiation of any property acquisition activities, members of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation Real Estate section will contact the property owners and tenants to explain details of the acquisition process, the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and Wisconsin's Eminent Domain Law under Section 32.05 of the Wisconsin Statues.

11)  Identify any difficulties for relocating a business displaced by the proposed action and describe any special services 

needed to remedy identified unusual conditions.
The Marathon Station, as a gas station, presents certain difficulty since a comparable site would need to have an existing underground storage tank. Costs associated with finding a site that is or can be made compliant with all laws and regulations related to the storage of hazardous materials such as gasoline may be high.

No difficulties are expected for relocating the doctor’s offices given the lease ranges and availability of sites.

The identified lease range under $1,600 per month for Riverview Sales would likely be difficult to duplicate elsewhere.
12)  Describe any additional measures which would be used to minimize adverse effects or provide benefits to those relocated, those remaining, or to community facilities affected.

No additional measures need to be taken for those relocated. Because of the type of businesses (gas stations and doctor’s offices) it may take four to six months longer to relocate than a retail operation.

A construction traffic management plan is being prepared and will be followed to insure the safety of the traveling public and the continuation of access to homes, businesses, park and recreation facilities along the construction route. The goals of the plan are to encourage the use of East Washington Avenue during construction, maintain pedestrian crossing capabilities, provide access to local businesses, minimize traffic through local neighborhoods and encourage the use of transit services. At least two lanes of traffic will be maintained in each direction during construction.

Work would be staged to minimize disruption and traffic flow would be maintained to the maximum extent possible. During replacement, the bridge over the Yahara River will have at least two lanes of traffic open in each direction during construction. This may be accomplished through the use of a temporary bridge that would be located within the proposed right of way.

Some of the roadway modifications along the diversion routes to improve the ability of accommodating additional traffic volumes to meet mobility goals include: peak hour parking restrictions (both directions) along Williamson Street; an exclusive bus lane on Johnson and Gorham Streets between Brearly and Hamilton Streets; and prohibition of left turn movements from Blair Street and John Nolen Drive at the intersection with Williamson/Wilson Street. Additional measures are detailed in the Construction Management Plan.

Access will be maintained with some consolidation of driveways and reduction of the number of driveways.

13)  Generally describe both the beneficial and adverse effects accruing to:

a)  The area’s economic development potential or existing business area caused by the proposed action. Include any factors identified by business people that they feel are important or controversial. 

As part of the East Washington Avenue Corridor Study, and during preliminary design, several meetings were held with representatives of the business community. Business issues that were considered in the development of alternatives included:

· Concerns that existing on-street parking is preserved west of the WIS 30 interchange;

· Sentiment that on-street parking not be added east of the WIS 30 interchange.

· Desire for preservation of existing access to businesses;

· Concerns about access to existing businesses during the reconstruction process;

· Belief that the roadway should not be widened if that widening causes a subsequent reduction of parking lots.

· General opposition to the creation of a bicycle lane east of the WIS 30 interchange, due to potential widening impacts; and

· Concerns about the impact of the Yahara River bridge crossing on the Marling Lumber operation and access to that property from East Washington.

No adverse effects on the general economic make-up of the greater Madison area is expected from the potential identified business relocations. The businesses should be able relocate within the study area.

b)  The employment potential and existing employees in businesses affected by the proposal.  Include, as appropriate, a discussion of effects accruing to minority populations or low-income populations.   

On-site roadway construction jobs will be created including onsite laborers, specialists, engineers and managers. Indirectly, jobs will be created for workers that supply roadway construction manufacturers with materials and jobs for off-site construction industry workers. Induced jobs can be created through expenditures by construction employees on goods and services thereby supporting jobs in the general economy.

In the long term, improved traffic flow, aesthetic improvements and redevelopment that may be spurred will all contribute to the economic vitality of the corridor, which will result in added employment opportunities at the local businesses.

Adversely, during construction, traffic congestion may discourage patronage of businesses along the corridor. A goal of the Construction Traffic Management Plan is to minimize such potential impacts.

Relocation of the small businesses will affect a total of four full-time and six part-time service jobs in health services, office services and retail sales. According to Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development projections (1998 to 2008), “health services” is one of the top five industries with the most expected annual job openings. General office clerks are ranked in the top five occupations having the most job openings. Secretaries and Receptionists also rank high (within the top 15) on the projected list of occupations with the most projected annual job openings. Retail salespersons rank second in the number of projected job openings. In addition, the unemployment rate in the Madison Metropolitan Area has been historically very low. These data indicate that service jobs of the types that could be displaced, are not anticipated to be difficult to find in the Madison area.

