
CHANGES TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

East Washington Avenue Reconstruction Project

The following is a summary of the changes to the environmental assessment and the project resulting from comments.
BASIC SHEETS
Item 1, Page 1 - Description of Proposed Action
The following design changes have been made and should be changed in the plans contained in Attachment B.
Attachment B, pages 10 and 11 are changed so that the Winnebago Street intersection will maintain all existing movements including the ability to turn left onto Winnebago.

Attachment B, page 3 is changed so that the left-turn lane from East Washington Avenue to Paterson will be lengthened 50 feet over what was presented in the preliminary plans.

Item 1.g., Page 2
Replace item 1.g. as follows.

Anticipated right-of-way acquisitions include strip right-of-way acquisitions to accommodate minor adjustments in the roadway alignment.  These changes will account for the full acquisition of three properties [1462 East Washington Avenue, 2601 East Washington Avenue and 3618 East Washington Avenue/1506 Stoughton Road].
Item 6, Page 11 – Describe Adopted Plans
The following text should be added to the chart:
The Emerson East-Eken Park Neighborhoods Plan has specific recommendations for the reconstruction of East Washington Avenue including suggested improvements to intersections with Winnebago Street, Milwaukee Street, Dayton and Kedzie Streets, and East Johnson Street.
The preliminary design has changed the intersection of Winnebago and East Washington Avenue to improve geometrics.  This design is being reexamined based upon expressed needs of the neighborhood and residents. The goal for this intersection has been established by the design team to provide a means for the residents on that block to go west, narrowing of the intersection and making the intersection a right angle.
A left turn onto Milwaukee Street has been added, as requested in the plan.
The city plans to test closure of the Kedzie/Dayton intersection to determine its feasibility.  If the test is successful, the intersection may be closed as recommended in the plan.
The intersection at East Johnson Street will be improved by the removal of the free flow right turn from inbound East Washington Avenue as shown on the preliminary plans.
The preliminary project design considers the plan’s desire to provide for physical improvements to the streetscape to improve the overall appearance of the area.  The plan requests “abundant” trees and shrubs in the public street terraces.  The preliminary design provides for street trees in the terraces.
As recommended in the neighborhood plans, the city has considered different and additional light standards in the commercial areas, however pedestrian level lighting is not currently part of the reconstruction project.
As recommended in the plan, the city has also planned to enhance the appearance of East Washington Avenue as a gateway and will incorporate urban amenities including street trees and median landscaping.
The plan recommends that the East Washington Avenue reconstruction project consider the burying of utility wires.  MG&E was consulted during the preliminary design phase to determine the feasibility of burying the lines.  Full participation will be needed and property owners must agree to hook up and to make any upgrades to their properties to meet electrical code requirements. At this time, indications are that lines will not be buried.
The plan also recommends reconfiguration of North First, North Fifth, and North Sixth Streets to improve pedestrian crossings. The preliminary design addresses this.
The following will be added to the Project Description in the Basic Sheets:

Bus stop locations have been determined under the guidance of Madison Metro and will be refined as final construction plans are produced. The criteria for determining the location of bus stops include likely need for pedestrians to cross as well as railroad track locations, the need to mix with traffic and not cause back-ups.
Item 6, Page 11 – Describe Adopted Plans
The Madison Climate Protection Plan updated January 2002 should be added to the list of plans reviewed. Suggested measures in the plan include the use of energy saving LED signals and high-pressure sodium streetlights, as well as the continuation of the city’s tree planting program.  The project is consistent with these measures. The project proposes to replace, restore and improve landscaping in the medians and terraces.  Another measure this project is taking to help further the intent of the plan is to add bicycle lanes, which encourage this alternate mode of travel.

Section G, Page 22 - Environmental Commitments
The second paragraph should be replaced as follows:

Temporary and dormant seeding and erosion mats will be used as needed on the Yahara River banks to prevent winter and springtime erosion which could affect warmwater fish habitat. As bridge plans and the construction schedule are being developed, WisDOT will coordinate with the Department of Natural Resources to agree upon critical construction dates and to refine construction plans as reasonably necessary to protect identified fish habitat in the Yahara River.
Section K, Page 23 - Environmental Commitments
The following should be added to Storm Water Management commitments:

Use of native grassland plantings will be considered for the STH 30 interchange area.

Added infiltration at the STH 30 interchange will be further defined when that segment of the project is designed.

Section L, Page 23 - Environmental Commitments 
The following statement should be added to the environmental commitments on page 23, Section L. “To reduce surface and air movement of dust during land disturbing, demolition and construction activities dust control measures such as vegetative cover, mulch, irrigation or spray-on adhesives will be used as needed.” Chipping versus burning of any cut trees or brush should also be added to the environmental commitments under Section L as follows:  “Disposal of brush or cut trees shall be by chipping rather than burning”.

FACTOR SHEETS
Community and Residential Impact Evaluation Factor Sheet
Item 7, Page 6 – Affects to community and neighborhood facilities
Add the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church at N. Seventh and East Washington Avenue to the list of community/neighborhood facilities.  The facility will not be relocated as a result of the proposed project.

Item 9, Page 7 – Factors residents have indicated to be important
The following items should be added to the list of factors that residents have indicated to be important or controversial.

· The need for pedestrians to cross in one light cycle.

· Bus stop locations placed to protect safety of pedestrians needing to cross East Washington Avenue.

· Need access improvements around the Milwaukee Street and Winnebago Street intersections.
· Need to mitigate the loss of the historic Steensland Bridge.

Economic Development and Business Impact Evaluation Factor Sheet

Riverview Sales (formerly Three G-Auto Sales), located at 1462 East Washington Avenue should be added as a business affected by the proposed action. This site will be acquired by the City because of impacts caused by widening of the roadway to accommodate the reconstruction of the bridge and closure of Thornton Avenue.

Due to this change, the Factor Sheet has been revised and is attached herein.
Stormwater Factor Sheet

Page 24, item 6 – Stormwater Management Strategy
The following will be added to further describe the overall storm water strategy:
In order to help remove sediment sump inlets and inline sumps, and filtration maximization in the STH 30 interchange open space areas are under consideration.

Use of native grassland plantings will be considered for the STH 30 interchange area.

Added infiltration at the STH 30 interchange will be further defined when that segment of the project is designed.

Unique Area Impact Evaluation Section 4(f)
Page 33, item 9 – Project effects
Paragraph 4 should be replaced with the following paragraph:

On July 10, 2002, a meeting was held for all of the consulting parties pursuant to Section 106.  Comments about the adverse effects and possible ways to mitigate them were gathered and have been summarized in the Documentation for Consultation. A Memorandum of Agreement has been signed and mitigation measures adopted to mitigate the effects of replacement of the bridge.  See Attachment I for the MOA.

Page 34, Item 10 –Stipulations from MOA

Paragraph 1 should be replaced with the following:
The following list outlines the mitigation stipulations that were included in the MOA that was signed by the Federal Highways Administration, the State Historic Preservation Office, the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.
Page 35, Item 11 – Results of Consultation
The last two paragraphs should be replaced as follows:

A meeting was held with the consulting parties on July 10, 2002 to gather their input on potential mitigation measures for the bridge. A Memorandum of Agreement with stipulations was completed and signed by the Federal Highways Administration, the State Historic Preservation Office, the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.
Historic Structures/Building Impact Evaluation Factor Sheet
Page 43, Item 10 – Stipulations from MOA
Paragraph 1 should be replaced as follows:

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was completed and signed by the Federal Highways Administration, the State Historic Preservation Office, the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.  The following stipulations are indicated in the MOA.
Attachment I
The Draft MOA is replaced with the Final MOA signed by the Federal Highways Administration, the State Historic Preservation Office, the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.
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