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Meeting Minutes - Draft

LONG RANGE METRO TRANSIT
PLANNING AD HOC COMMITTEE

Monday, July 23, 2007

5:00 PM Madison Public Library, 201 W Mifflin St, Room #202

Present: Carl D. Durocher, Jed Sanborn, Susan M. De Vos, Mark M. Opitz, Michael G.
Heifetz, Richard W. Wilberg, Lance L. Lunsway and Satya V. Rhodes Conway

Absent: I[da Thomas
Excused: Amanda F. White, Edward G. Clarke and Juli A. Aulik
Staff: Chuck Kamp, Julie Maryott-Walsh, Ann Schroeder
Guests: Fred Bartol (Dane Alliance for Rail Transit), Mike Clarke (Citizen-at-large),

Royce Williams (Pro Rail, Madison Area Bus Advocates, Metropolitan Planning
Organization Citizens Advisory Committee)

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:07 PM.

2. Proper Meeting Notification
The meeting was properly noticed.

3. Public Comment
There was no public comment.

4. Approval of the Minutes - 6.25.07
Rhodes-Conway moved to accept the minutes as written; DeVos seconded. The
motion carried.

5. Subcommittee Reports
Due to time constraints, the subcommittee reports were not given.

6. SUBSTITUTE - Supporting the creation of a Regional Transportation Authority
that enables the expansion of multi-modal public transit in the Madison
metropolitan area and supporting State legislation that would enable the
formation of Regional Transportation Authorities.
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A motion was made to Return to Lead with the Following Recommendation(s) to
the TRANSPORT 2020 IMPLEMENTATION TASK FORCE The Committee
discussed the RTA resolution introduced by both the County and the City. There
was consensus at the last Funding Subcommittee meeting that they would
recommend approval of the RTA resolution. DeVos was unable to attend that
Subcommittee meeting and would not have voted to support the resolution. She
said she would abstain from voting at this meeting on the issue. She strongly
supports enabling legislation and is glad that the County Executive and Mayor
have come to an agreement. However, she doesn't support Transport 2020's plan
and feels they neglect bus service. She doesn't like the idea that the Mayor and
County Executive would agree how to split funds. The boundaries and other
issue of an RTA haven't been adequately discussed. She feels this resolution is
premature.

Rhodes-Conway said this is a City resolution expressing City support. The
County is doing something similar. Other municipalities can take this up to
express whether or not they support this issue. This Committee can amend the
resolution before sending it back. Rhodes-Conway said she is generally in favor
of the resolution, but there are places the language could be better for Metro.
DuRocher moved that the clause saying that 25% of funding would go for "Metro
Transit buses” be amended to read "Metro Transit services." Rhodes-Conway
seconded. Lunsway thought that language might also limit flexibility. Kamp said
that if the phrase "transit services” were used, that would include depreciation,
which would allows Metro to purchase buses. The vote was 7 in favor; DeVos
abstained. The motion carried.

Rhodes-Conway moved and Wilberg seconded that the phrase "and improve
service in the existing service area" be added so that the resolution showed
support to not only expand Metro service, but also to improve existing service.
The vote was 7 in favor; DeVos abstained. The motion carried.

DuRocher moved that wherever the resolution said "University of Wisconsin",
UW-Madison should be specified. Rhodes-Conway seconded. Opitz made a
friendly amendment (DuRocher accepted) that all references to the City transit
utility to be standardized as Metro Transit. Joel Plant from the Mayor's office said
that the Long Range Transportation Planning Commission recommended
changing a WHEREAS clause talking about expansion to outlying cities to say
"outlying cities and villages". Opitz made another friendly amendment (DuRocher
accepted) to add "and municipalities" after cities to be more inclusive. The vote
was 7 in favor; DeVos abstained.

The Committee then discussed the entire resolution. DuRocher explained that he
would abstain from voting in order to be able to continue talking about a number
of concerns in the draft language. Heifetz said that at the Funding Subcommittee
meeting, the group was just endorsing the general substance, not every word.
There is a lot to be discussed and decided outside of this committee. He felt it
was time for the resolution to go forward, and there would be time to comment on
further developments later. Sanborn also said he would not support this the
resolution. Commuter rail and the sales tax increase were some of the many
reasons. He felt the area would never have the ridership for commuter rail. He
also felt there would not be dollar for dollar offset in the property tax levy, so this
is a big tax burden for the citizens of the city and county.

Rhodes-Conway said that whether or not the Committee voted to move the
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resolution forward, it might be possible for the Committee's interim report to
express some concerns in a written fashion. She hoped the Committee was
advocating from the perspective of the bus system. She felt that was a very
important voice in the debate, which had not yet been heard sufficiently.
Rhodes-Conway said she would support the resolution, although she did have
concerns. She hoped to have a way to address her reservations, perhaps
through the Committee report or public input process.

The motion passed by the following vote:

Absent: Thomas
Excused: White, Clarke and Aulik
Aye: Opitz, Heifetz, Wilberg, Lunsway and Rhodes Conway
No: Sanborn
Abstain: Durocher and De Vos

7. Midterm Report Draft

DeVos moved to accept the draft with clarifications by Committee members.
Wilberg seconded. The motion passed by acclimation.

Copies of the report will be available on the Metro Website, public libraries and to
anyone who requests a copy from Metro.

Mike Clarke asked if it was clear what the RTA would be for - buses, commuter
rail, etc. Rhodes-Conway explained that the funding provided through an RTA
could be used for a number of things. She referred to the draft resolution that
mentioned a variety of transit and transportation related uses.

Williams said he thinks the proposed RTA area is too large. It should be closer to
the MPO area. If there were a county sales tax, it could be apportioned to each
area by population. His understanding of an RTA is not what he is hearing
discussed - something that would take over Metro. Talking about how the
funding would be used is very premature. If an RTA is established, the RTA will
be determining service levels and it will not be up to the city. He was concerned
not to hear this in the discussion. He is a big supporter of an RTA, but it has to
be done carefully and done right.

8. Public Participation Meetings

Opitz encouraged the members to attend public participation meetings in order to
have a Committee presence there. Public meetings to get feedback are
scheduled on August 6th, 8th and 9th as well as at the August 14th Transit and
Parking Commission meeting.

9. Adjournment

The Committee lost quorum, and the meeting ended at 5:43 PM.
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