Madison Parks Division
Annual Report: 2009




Managing our Communitys
Investments
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Madison Parks took strides in marketing in 2009. Madison play

Parks is one of our community’s most valuable resources and

is where we go to play. Madison Parks champions our high MADISON
quality of life and brings families together. After a year-long PARKS

process of assessing the community and staff, one word rose

to the top — PLAY. To highlight the specific segments of our

division, new logos were designed to bring together the unique =
aspects of Madison Parks. From Golf Madison Parks, to Hike
Madison Parks to Volunteer Madison Parks — a consistent logo

was designed with the flexibility to make it unique.

Also this year the first “Play Madison Parks” Magazine
was created. This annual publication give Madisonians
and visitors a glimpse of all that our city’s parks have to s £ o
offer, from sprawling trails to frost covered ponds. The ;
magazine offers readers a chance to engage themselves in
the assortment of programs and activities offered in our o, L]
parks. As a complement to the magazine, smaller, separate el ettt
brochures and trifolds were also created for specific and

expanded information.

Special Events J
As a Madison Parks Staff initiative to expand recreational
opportunities, new event were launched in 2009. In May
Madison Parks teamed with the Madison Mallards for the
first ever “Remarkable Rubber Ducky River Race.” Rubber
ducks were raced down the Yahara River at Tenney Park and
all proceeds of the event went to Goodman Pool Scholarships.
In July, staff held a Madison Parks Open House to showcase
the services offered by our division. In fall, staff created a
very successful Madison Parks Hayrides program. Finally, Madison Parks Hayrides
throughout the spring and summer, Madison Parks had an . ottt
informational table at the Saturday Farmers’ Market.




Celebrating Milestones
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Exceeding Expectations

Ride The Drive

August 30, 2009 | Madison, WI demonstrated its
commitment to becoming one of America’s most bicycle-
friendly cities with a new event called Ride the Drive. Ride
the Drive turned a 6-mile loop of Madison’s signature streets
(John Nolen Drive, East Washington Avenue and the Capitol
Square) into a public promenade that was closed to motorized
vehicles for the duration of the event.

The free event, co-sponsored by the City of Madison, Madison
Parks, and Trek Bicycle Corporation, drew an estimated
20,000 people to ride, walk and skate on the route, enjoy
live music, food, and participate in various public art
projects. Kids were handed chalk and created a work

of art in the middle of Blair Street and East Washington
Blvd — an intersection that normally sees hundreds of cars
and trucks an hour. People got to stop in middle of John
Nolan Drive under the Monona Terrace and enjoy some live
music. Madisonians got to enjoy a picnic lunch ON the East
Washington Blvd median!

Ride the Drive was like no other event before! For 6 glorious
hours, families were able to enjoy a leisurely bike ride on
normally busy streets filled with trucks and cars. As the
event was winding down at 2p.m. on that Sunday, there were
cries from the bikers just before the cars were allowed on the
streets again — “Let’s do this again — next Sunday!”
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Supporting Our Community




Conserving Natural Resources

In April 2009, Madison Parks unveiled plans for a pilot
recycling program in the parks. The program placed 30
recycling carts on both the east and west side parks, with

a concentration of the carts in high use areas such as park
shelters, athletic fields, boat launches and State Street

Mall. Challenges of a recycling program are having the staff,
correct recycling carts, trucks and, most importantly, low
‘contamination rates.” Recycling materials are considered
‘contaminated’ when they are mixed with regular trash.
Thanks to a partnership with the City of Madison Streets
Division, the recycling carts that citizens are accustomed to
at their own home were utilized in this pilot program. The
program ran from Memorial Weekend to Labor Day Weekend.

The findings of the program were largely successful. Over
20,000 pounds of material was recycled! Improvements to be
fine-tuned continue to be contamination rates at the various
park location. Contamination rates remained high at the
State Street Mall and boat launch locations and were low at
Goodman Pool, Warner Park Community Recreation Center
and high use athletic fields.

The Madison Parks Forestry Section celebrated 20 years of
Tree City USA. The forestry section planted 2,681 new trees,
processed 3,147 pruning requests, responded to over 1,400
tree emergency calls — of which 876 were produced due to the
December 9, 2009 winter snow event.

Progress was measured in the Upper Yahara River at
Cherokee Marsh restoration project. Over 67 acres of area
was restored that was previously open water and devoid of
plant growth.
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210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Ste. 104
P.O. Box 2987

Madison, WI 53701
www.cityofmadison.com/parks

Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone: (608) 266-4711, Fax (608) 267-1162

David J. Cieslewicz, Mayor
Kevin Briski, Madison Parks Superintendent

To provide the ideal system of parks, natural resources and recreational opportunities
which will enhance the quality of life for everyone.
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