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Goals of the Master Plan for Vilas Park Include:

• Development of a master plan document that has received input 
from a broad cross section of the residents of Madison.

• The master plan document will be a framework plan that will 
inform future budget requests to identify projects that will go 
through additional public engagement and design development 
processes.

• A master plan report that meets the expectations of the approved 
Park Master Plan Policy.

• To present a vision for Vilas Park that will help to inform 
development decisions over the next 15-20 years.
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Phase I – June to November 2019

• Phase I – Site Investigation and Assessment

Goal – Collect ideas, comments, and approaches to future Park development
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History

William Vilas Anne (Fox) Vilas OC Simonds

Vilas Park 1908

Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association Henry Vilas Park 1904

1904 Map of Madison

Annie C. Stewart Fountain (1925)
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History

O.C. Simonds 1906 Plan
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Vilas Donation in 1904

25 Acres of Land
40 Acres of Bog

Park Development
$18,000
($500,000 in 2019)

2 Bridges
$5,000
($150,000 in 2019)

Henry Vilas Zoo 1911
28 acres
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1937 Aerial Photograph



History

A.L. Johnson 1955 Plan
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History

1955 Aerial Photograph

Vilas Park Master Plan – Community Partner Advisory Group Meeting #1



History

1957 Aerial Photograph
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Activity

Top Activities at Vilas Park

Common Input Themes 
• Pedestrian and bicyclist safety
• Less through traffic on Vilas Park Dr.
• Playground enhancements
• Maintain amount of green space
• Lake & lagoon cleanliness/ecological health 
• Access for dogs (or dog‐friendly area)
• More benches and picnic tables 
• More Park Rangers – enforcement of park rules 

Engagement Overview (through 7/11/19)

Standard: 35

ADA: 2 

Standard: 7

Parking Counts

• 5 parking counts
• 6 observations
• 14 intercept interviews
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• Topic 1 – What parks mean to you.
What image, memory, place, or feeling first comes to mind when you think about time 
spent in a park (any park)?

• Topic 2 – What to maintain and enhance at Vilas.
What 1-2 things do you love most about Vilas Park today?  What draws you here?

• Topic 3 – What to improve at Vilas.
What 1-2 things do you hope can change at Vilas Park?  What’s missing or not working?

• Topic 4 – Vilas as a community park.
How can Vilas Park best serve our whole community over the long term as Madison 
grows?  What values are important?
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