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Goals of the Master Plan for Vilas Park Include:

• Development of a master plan document that has received input 
from a broad cross section of the residents of Madison.

• The master plan document will be a framework plan that will inform 
future budget requests to identify projects that will go through 
additional public engagement and design development processes.

• A master plan report that meets the expectations of the approved 
Park Master Plan Policy.

• To present a vision for Vilas Park that will help to inform 
development decisions over the next 15-20 years.
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Project Schedule – 15 Month Process
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Phase I – June to November 2019

• Phase I – Site Investigation and Assessment

Goal – Collect ideas, comments, and approaches to future Park development
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https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/vilas-henry-park-master-plan

Email:   VilasMasterPlan@cityofmadison.com

Phase I – Project Website
Vilas Park Master Plan – Interagency Staff Meeting #1



Phase I – Historic Plans
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1902 Park System Plan

Vilas Park Tenney Park



History

William Vilas Anne (Fox) Vilas OC Simonds

Vilas Park 1908

Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association Henry Vilas Park 1904

1904 Map of Madison
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Annie C. Stew art Fountain 

(1925)
Foot Bridge (late 1930’s)



Phase I – Historic Plans
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1904 Simonds Plan

1905 Simonds Plan

1906 Simonds Plan

1936 Foot Bridge Details



Phase I – Historic Plans
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1955 Johnson Plan

1975 City Park Comm. Plan

1979 City Park Comm. Plan



Phase I - Traffic Impacts
Vilas Park Master Plan – Interagency Staff Meeting #1



Phase I – Traffic Impacts
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Phase I – Traffic Impacts
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Phase I – Site Observations and Parking Counts
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Phase I - Culturally Significant and Important Areas
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Phase I - Existing Structures
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Phase I – PARKitecture Workshop

• PARKitecture Workshop and Focus Group with Michael Ford, AIA
• Master Planning Workshop

• Community Focus Group with Youth and Minority Engagement

• RESJI Focused Small Group Meeting
• Reach Out at Common Location to Stakeholders

• Additional Meeting with the Standing Stakeholders Group
• Informal meetings with Stakeholders

The Globe and Mail - How Architect Michael Ford is Bringing Diversity to Design – Through Hip Hop
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Phase II – December 2019 to Mid March 2020

• Phase II – Design Development: Concepts

Goal – Develop framework of the Park master plan
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Phase III – Mid March to September 2020

• Phase III – Draft and Final Park Master Plan

Goal to develop a living document for future improvements
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