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A Master Plan for Vilas Park

YAHARA LAKES 101
LAKE SCIENCE CAFE
December 9, 2020

Dan Williams – Senior Landscape Architect

Eric Knepp - Superintendent City of Madison Parks
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Project Area

Vilas Park
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William Vilas

Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association Henry Vilas Park 1904

Anne (Fox) Vilas
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OC Simonds
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1910 Madison A Model City by John Nolen

Vilas Park

Tenney Park
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Lagoon Dredging by the La Crosse Dredging Co. 1906

Wingra Bog 1906
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Lagoon from Addition (Mounds) 1909

Boat Landing in the Lagoon 1907 Lagoon from Edgewood 1910

Lake Wingra and Vilas Park Lagoon 1913

Lagoon Edge Plantings 1911
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Vilas Park Aerial Photo 1924

Pagoda on and Bridge to Island 1919

Pagoda on Island 1919

Wild Rice Island 1919



A 
M

as
te

r P
la

n 
fo

r V
ila

s 
Pa

rk

Dividing Ridge Survey by Increase A. Lapham 1850

Burial Mounds at Vilas Park 1919

Vilas Park Addition 1919Vilas Park Overlook at Mounds 1916 Burial Mounds 1909

Redrawn in 1914 by W.W. Warner
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Elm Court 1908

Burr Oak Drive 1909

Burr Oak Drive at Elm Court 1908
Erin Street Entrance at Addition 1921

Meadow 1912

Burr Oak Drive 1913

Edge Plant Beds 1913 A Sane Fourth 1910
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Vilas Park Aerial Photo 37
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West Bridge along Vilas Park Drive

East Bridge at the South Zoo Entrance
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Vilas Park Aerial Photo 1955

Vilas Park Aerial Photo 1957
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A.L. Johnson Plan 1955

City of Madison 1975 Plan City of Madison 1977 Plan
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O.C. SIMONDS

1906
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O.C. SIMONDS                                     TO

1906                                            114 YEARS
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O.C. SIMONDS                                     TO                                            TODAY

1906                                            114 YEARS                                          2020
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Strand Lake Wingra Watershed Report

Baxter and Woodman Wetland DelineationCDG, Inc. Lagoon Probes
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Tree Survey

Slopes Analysis

Soils Analysis

SITE ANALYSIS
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CULTURAL FEATURES

Olympic Skaters

Old Women in a Shoe Play Structure

Indian Mounds

Annie Stewart Fountain
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EXISTING PARK BUILDINGS

Main Park Shelter

Beach House
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SITE OBSERVATIONS AND INTAKE SESSIONS
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TRAFFIC INFLUENCES AND PARKING



A 
M

as
te

r P
la

n 
fo

r V
ila

s 
Pa

rk
FOCUS GROUP – AGENCIES - CITY DEPTS. - PUBLIC MEETINGS
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Residential Resource Group

• Meeting #1 – Nov. 6, 2019

• Meeting #2 – Feb. 10, 2020

• Meeting #3 (Jointly with CPAG) – Apr. 22, 2020

• Meeting #4 (Jointly with CPAG) – Oct. 15, 2020

Community Partners Advisory Group
• Meeting #1 – Sept. 23, 2019

• Meeting #2 – Feb. 11, 2020

• Meeting #3 (Jointly with RRG) – Apr. 22, 2020

• Meeting #4 (Jointly with RRG) – Oct. 15, 2020

Focus Groups
• Meeting #1 – Sept. 25, 2019

• Meeting #2 – Dec. 10, 2019

• Meeting #3 – Feb. 6, 2020 (Youth Workshop)

• Ho Chunk Nation – Ongoing

• Access to Independence – Ongoing

Community Meetings
• Meeting #1 – Jun. 26, 2019

• Meeting #2 – Jun. 22, 2020

• Meeting #3 – Nov. 16, 2020

Federal/State Agencies 
• ACOE Meeting #1 – Aug. 28, 2019

• WIDNR Meeting #1 – Aug. 26, 2019

• ACOE Meeting #2 – May 18, 2020

• WIDNR Meeting #2 – Apr. 20, 2020 

Interagency Meeting – City Departments
• Meeting #1 – Jul. 24, 2019

• Meeting #2 – Oct. 23, 2019 

• Meeting #3 – Feb. 24, 2020

• Meeting #4 – Apr. 27, 2020

• Meeting #5 – Jul. 23, 2020

• Meeting #6 – Sept. 16, 2020

Public Survey and Site Observations
• Survey #1 - Fact Finding – Fall 2019

• Survey #2 - Concept Review – May 2020 – Jul. 2020

• Survey #3 – Draft Master Plan Review – Nov. 2020

• Youth Survey – Jun. 2020

• Site Observations – 40 completed over 12 months

• On-site Intercept Interviews – 36 completed 

FOCUS GROUP – AGENCIES - CITY DEPTS. - PUBLIC MEETINGS
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MOBILITY AND SAFETY

ENVIRONMENT
COMMUNITY

CONNECTIVITY
A PARK FOR EVERYONE  

“Shoe”

DESIGN DRIVERS
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CONCEPTS
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MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  
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VILAS PARK DRIVE – SHELTERS - BEACH
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Two-Way 
Vehicular Traffic

School/Tour Bus 
Drop Off

Multi-Use Path
With Separated 

Pedestrian Sidewalk

Multi-Use Path

Sidewalk

Shelter Drop-Off

MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  
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New Main Park Shelter

Renovated 
Bathhouse

New Open Sided 
Shelter

New Open Sided 
Shelter

MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  
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PARKING 
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Existing Parking

A – 144       
B – 8           
C – 168      
D – 84           
E – 25  
Total 429      

Asphalt Pavement
262,389 sf    
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Existing Draft Plan

A – 144       152
B – 8           8
C – 168      174
D – 84        48
E – 25       40
Total 429       422

Asphalt Pavement
262,389sf 190,157sf

~72,232 SF
~ 1.65 acre

MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  
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OPEN SPACE AND ACTIVE RECREATION



A 
M

as
te

r P
la

n 
fo

r V
ila

s 
Pa

rk
Multi-purpose 

open spaceTennis, 
pickleball,
basketball, 

and, 
foursquare

Multi-purpose 
open space, 

skating and hockey

Multi-purpose 
open space

= Improved fishing areas
Beach

MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  
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MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  
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LAGOON
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Open Water

Wetland Type 
Landscape

Bog

MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  

Existing Storm Line
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MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  

Open Water

Wetland Type 
Landscape

Bog

Existing Storm Line
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UW MADISON CIVIL ENGINEERING

• Civil Engineering 578 – Senior Capstone Design

• GLE 479 – Geological Engineering Design

• Client Clean Lakes Alliance

Green Tech Alt

Best of Both Worlds Alt

Connecting the Loop Alt
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MOBILITY AND SAFETY  - ENVIRONMENT  - COMMUNITY  - CONNECTIVITY  - A PARK FOR EVERYONE  



A 
M

as
te

r P
la

n 
fo

r V
ila

s 
Pa

rk
LESSENS LEARNED

• Thoroughly review public engagement process with client on large 

scale projects

• Allow for additional document review steps by client for extensive 

plans

• Built in editor role for written documents 

• Establish client/consultant roles and form a plan early

• Maintain relationship with sub consultants and manage the team
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