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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  

The community has  long valued Madison’s historic and  cultural  resources, and numerous 
public and private (including not‐for profit) organizations have been established to preserve 
and enhance  these  important resources.   The primary municipal agencies created  for  these 
purposes are the Madison Landmarks Commission and the Madison Arts Commission. 
 
The Madison  Landmarks  Commission  was  created  in  1971.    As  stated  in  the Madison 
General Ordinances  establishing  the Commission:    “It  is  hereby  declared  a matter  of  public 
policy that the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of improvements of special character or 
special  historical  interest  or  value  is  a  public  necessity  and  is  required  in  the  interest  of  health, 
prosperity, safety and welfare of the people.” Since its creation, the Landmarks Commission has 
established  five  historic  districts  and  165  historic  landmarks.  The  City  also  contains  14 
National Register Districts (excluding the UW‐Madison campus) and several dozen sites on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

The  Madison  Arts  Commission  (which  changed  its  name  from  the  Madison  CitiARTS 
Commission  in 2005) was created by an ordinance  in 1974.   Madison’s General Ordinances 
state the purpose of this Commission as:   “With the understanding that all people need and are 
capable  of  responding  to  artistic  expressions,  and  that  the  arts  enhance  the  quality  of  civic  and 
personal life, the City of Madison is committed to a civic policy which supports the unique value of the 
arts in all their variety.  Through sponsoring artistic activities of its citizens, the City recognizes that 
a  culturally  diverse  and  proud  community  is  one  true  expression  of  a  democratic  society.” 

      
The Gates of Heaven Synagogue was

one of the first major accomplishments of
historic preservation in Madison.

 
Madison Arts Commission
Signature Grants support

local arts in Madison.
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HHIISSTTOORRIICC  PPRREESSEERRVVAATTIIOONN 
LLOOCCAALL  HHIISSTTOORRIICC  DDIISSTTRRIICCTTSS  

Madison’s  five  local historic districts have been created  to recognize and protect  identified 
areas of  the City  that are of particular historic, architectural, or cultural significance.   Each 
district  has  a  specific  set  of  criteria  against  which  all  new  construction,  alterations  and 
demolitions  are  reviewed  to  ensure  that  the  essential  character  of  these  districts  and  the 
significant structures within them  is maintained.   These districts are depicted on Volume I, 
Map 8‐1 at the end of this Chapter and are listed below: 
 

• Mansion Hill Historic District 
• Third Lake Ridge Historic District 
• University Heights Historic District 
• Marquette Bungalows Historic District 
• First Settlement Historic District 

HHIISSTTOORRIICC  LLAANNDDMMAARRKKSS  

Landmark  designation  may  be  placed  on  sites  (natural  or  improved)  and  structures  of 
particular historic, architectural, or cultural significance to the City whether or not they are 
located  within  a  historic  district.  Similar  to  the  districts,  however,  criteria  have  been 
established against which all new construction, alterations and demolitions are reviewed.  A 
listing of designated landmarks can be found in Table 8‐1 at the end of this chapter. 

NNAATTIIOONNAALL  RREEGGIISSTTEERR  OOFF  HHIISSTTOORRIICC  PPLLAACCEESS  IINN  MMAADDIISSOONN  

There are 14 National Register Districts  (excluding  the UW‐Madison campus)  in Madison.  
These districts are shown on Volume I, Map 8‐1.   There are also many properties  listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Property owners that are within Register areas are 
eligible  to  receive  Federal  and/or  State  Historic  Preservation  Tax  Credits  to  finance 
historically  sensitive  rehabilitation.  The  City  does  not  administer  these  programs; 
information  can  be  obtained  at  the Wisconsin  Historical  Society.    A  listing  of  National 
Register properties can be found in Table 8‐2 at the end of this chapter. 

NNAATTIIVVEE  AAMMEERRIICCAANN  MMOOUUNNDDSS  

There are a number of Native American mounds  located  throughout  the city.   Table 8‐3 at 
the end of this chapter lists the known mounds and is based on Wisconsin Historical Society 
inventories and  information collected by City and County staff. The sites on  this  list are  in 
the process of being confirmed by the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
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TTHHEE  AARRTTSS  

Madison  offers  a  wealth  of  cultural  opportunities  usually  associated  with  much  larger 
metropolitan  areas.      Madison’s  numerous  performing  arts  attractions,  galleries  and 
museums provide many opportunities to enjoy the arts.    

PPEERRFFOORRMMIINNGG  AARRTTSS    

Madison  also  offers  a  dynamic  performing  arts 
scene.   The Overture Center  for  the Arts brings  in 
national  touring productions but also houses  local 
production companies  like  the Madison Repertory 
Theater  and  the Madison  Children’s  Theater.    In 
addition,  the  Madison  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
the  Madison  Chamber  Orchestra  both  make  the 
Overture Center their home.  Dance companies are 
also thriving.  
 

The Madison Ballet  is a resident company of  the Overture Center and has plans  to open a 
school dedicated  to  teaching dance.    In addition, several University of Wisconsin‐Madison 
dance  professors  have  national  careers  and  have  started  dance  companies  outside  of  the 
University.  Madison also offers nightly music opportunities at many local clubs, restaurants 
and bars.   A growing number of festivals have also  increased Madison’s art offerings.   The 
Wisconsin Film Festival, Madison Rep Fall Festival of Plays, Madison Opera in the Park, and 
the Wisconsin Book Festival all take place in Madison. 

GGAALLLLEERRIIEESS  AANNDD  MMUUSSEEUUMMSS  

Madison  offers  a  wealth  of  public  and 
privately owned gallery spaces.   Local visual 
artists have opportunities to display works of 
two‐ and three‐dimensional works of art at local 
coffee shops, galleries and Museums.  Although 
the  Madison  Museum  of  Contemporary  Art 
(MMoCA)  and  the  University  of  Wisconsin‐
Madison’s Chazen Museum  have  a  permanent 
collection  and  have  international  and  national 
traveling exhibitions, both own works of art by 
local artists and often have exhibitions devoted 
to local artists.   

Madison has many cultural festivals and events.

Opening Day at Madison’s
 Museum of Contemporary Art
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The Madison Museum of Contemporary Art  is  located  in the new Overture Center for the 
Arts,  which  also  houses  the Wisconsin  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences’  James Watrous 
Gallery.    This  gallery  features  contemporary,  rotating  exhibitions  by Wisconsin  artists.  
Residents  and  visitors  of Madison  can  also  visit  the Madison  Children’s Museum,  the 
Wisconsin  Veterans  Museum  and  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society.    Several  small, 
independent  galleries  have  opened  in Madison, while  venerable  galleries  have  remained 
strong  in showing  local art works.    In addition  to coffee houses displaying  local works of 
art, several office buildings display works of art, as do branches of the Madison Library. 

AARRTT  IINN  CCIITTYY  BBUUIILLDDIINNGG  

Both  public  and  private  entities  are  involved  in  shaping  the  future  of  the City,  and  the 
treatment of public and quasi‐public spaces (i.e. streetscapes, plazas, etc.) greatly influence 
the character of the neighborhood and the community overall.  As such, city buildings and 
public spaces provide unique opportunities to enhance the aesthetic of the public space and 
contribute  to  the  overall  design  of  the City.    In  recognition  of  this  potential,  the City  is 
beginning  to  take  the  lead  in  incorporating  public  art  or  a  higher  level  of  design  into  a 
variety of City projects. 

AARRTTSS  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  

The Madison Arts Commission has provided arts education 
programming  for  youth  for  several  years.  Currently  the 
Commission  awards  annual  grants  for  community  based 
organizations  to  incorporate  arts  curriculum  and  activities 
into their programming. 

AACCCCEESSSS  TTOO  TTHHEE  AARRTTSS  

One of the cornerstones of the Arts Commission is providing 
leadership  in  making  the  arts  accessible  to  all  within  the 
community.  One of the activities the Commission is engaged 
in  is providing grants  to arts and community organizations 
for  activities  that  will  make  many  types  of  art  (visual, 
performing,  literary) available  to youth, minority, and other 
segments  of  the  population  who may  not  otherwise  have 
such opportunities.   The City also maintains a  collection of 
pieces that have been donated or purchased over the years. 

Art Education Programming
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AARRTTSS  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  PPLLAANNSS  AANNDD  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS  

The Madison Arts Commission is responsible for a variety of activities to promote the arts in 
the community.  In addition to the activities described above, the Commission oversees the 
activities listed below, as well as leading efforts in arts planning and policy matters as they 
relate to the economic development and urban design goals of the City. 
 

• Public Art Framework and Fieldguide.  
The Public Art Framework and Field Guide allows for the Madison Arts Commission to 
work with  other  City  agencies  in  identifying  public  art  opportunities  found  in  City 
Buildings  through  the  Capital  Development  budget  process.    In  addition,  the  plan 
outlines programming initiatives for temporary public art, gifts of art to the City, Private 
Development art services and an extensive maintenance program. 
 

• Madison Arts Commission Grants.   
Provides  arts  project  grants  to  individuals  and 
performing artists and to non‐profit art groups to 
enrich the cultural life of the City of Madison and 
its  residents.    Grants  are made  for  general  and 
neighborhood arts activities. 
 

• ArtWORKS! Grants.  
A  Neighborhood‐Center  Based  Arts  Education 
Program,  ArtWORKS!  places  artists  and 
educators  in  the  neighborhood  centersʹ  after‐
school programs for the school year to work with 
under  served  children.    Program  goals  are  to 
improve  academic performance, develop  success 
through  life‐building  skills  and  to make  the  arts 
accessible to all of Madisonʹs children.  
 

• City Gallery Space.  
The  CitiARTS  space  provides  a  high  traffic 
exhibition  space  in  the  Madison  Municipal 
Building  for  local  visual  artists  to  exhibit  their 
work.    The  goal  of  the  program  is  to  provide 
exposure for local artistsʹ work. 
 

• Public Art Ventures. 
 

• Municipal Art Fund. 

Madison’s Mayor meets with Madison Arts
Commission Grants recipients using stencils
and spray chalk to make washable graffiti

encouraging people to vote.
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Table 8‐1:  Historic Landmarks  (as of 4/19/05) 
No. Address Name 

1 106 N. Prospect Avenue Bradley House I 

2 424 N. Pinckney Street Pierce House 

3 28 E. Gilman Street Keenan House 

4 5301 Milwaukee Street Smith House 

5 120 Ely Place Gilmore House 

6 514 N. Carroll Street Beecroft House 

7 130 E. Gilman Street Old Executive Residence 

8 423 N. Pinckney Street Bashford House 

9 510 N. Carroll Street Van Slyke House 

10 104 E. Gilman Street Kendall House 

11 102 E. Gorham Street Keyes House 

12 116 E. Gorham Street Brown House 

13 401 N. Carroll Street Stevens House 

14 404 E. Main Street St. Patrick’s Church 

15 420 N. Carroll Street Mears House 

16 3706 Nakoma Road Old Spring Hotel 

17 302 S. Mills Street Bowen House 

18 321 S. Hamilton Street Stoner House 

19 752 E. Gorham Street Leitch House 

20 205 N. Prospect Avenue Ely House 

21 101 Ely Place Morehouse House 

22 115 Ely Place Buell House 

23 300 E. Gorham Street Gates of Heaven Synagogue 

24 441 Toepfer Avenue Jacobs House I 

25 315 N. Carroll Street Steensland House 

26 4718 Monona Drive Dean House 

27 137 N. Prospect Avenue Elliott House 

28 121 Langdon Street Suhr House 

29 704 E. Gorham Street Collins House 

30 1010 Sherman Avenue Hirsig House 

31 3502 Gregory Street Glenwood Children’s Park 

32 Vilas Circle Park, 1525 Vilas Ave. and 1108 Garfield Street Vilas Circle and Curtis Effigy Mounds 

33 1 Speedway Road Forest Hill Cemetery and Effigy Mound Group 

34 25 Burrows Road Burrows Park Effigy Mound and Campsite 

35 640 W. Washington Avenue Milwaukee Road Depot 

36 1 N. Pinckney Street American Exchange Bank 

37 1721-1729 Hickory Drive Hickory Hill 

38 123 E. Doty Street Fess Hotel 

39 1103 Spaight Street Orton Park 
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Table 8‐1, continued:  Historic Landmarks  (as of 4/19/05) 
No. Address Name 

40 854 Jenifer Street Hyer’s Hotel 

41 3402 Monroe Street Plough Inn 

42 22 N. Butler Street Lamp, Robert, House 

43 422 N. Henry Street Braley House 

44 4418 Milwaukee Street Heistand School 

45 6 N. Carroll Street Grace Episcopal Church 

46 946 Spaight Street Slaughter-Shuttleworth House 

47 622-1/2 E. Gorham Street Bernard-Hoover Boathouse 

48 1030 Jenifer Street Cutter, J.C., House 

49 617 North Shore Drive Brittingham Boathouse 

50 101 N. Blount Street City Market 

51 739 Jenifer Street Sauthoff House 

52 733 Jenifer Street Kircher House 

53 748 Jenifer Street Klose Cottage 

54 620 S. Ingersoll Street Lougee House 

55 853 Williamson Street Biederstaedt-Breitenbach Grocery 

56 1102 Spaight Street Curtis-Kittleson House 

57 647 E. Dayton Street Miller House 

58 720 E. Gorham Street Lincoln School 

59 754 Jenifer Street Ott House 

60 1-2 Thorstrand Road Thorstrand--The Swenson Estate 

61 315 Wisconsin Avenue First Church of Christ, Scientist 

62 601-627 Williamson Street Machinery Row 

63 111 S. Hamilton Street Jackman Building 

64 802 E. Gorham Street Kayser House 

65 1150 Spaight Street Clarke House 

66 2450 Atwood Avenue St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 

67 2930 Lakeland Avenue Riley House 

68 2429 Center Avenue Loftsgordon House 

69 14 S. Broom Street Bush House 

70 2817 Milwaukee Street Stang-Wirth House 

71 114 State Street Lamb Building 

72 16 Langdon Street Phi Gamma Delta House 

73 28 Langdon Street Brown House 

74 403 W. Washington Avenue Casserly House 

75 120-142 W. Johnson Street Holy Redeemer R.C. Church and School 

76 2906 Lakeland Avenue Corry Carriage House 

77 1329 W. Dayton Street Fire Station #4 
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Table 8‐1, continued:  Historic Landmarks  (as of 4/19/05) 
No. Address Name 

78 120 W. Gorham Street Wootton-Mead House 

79 1645 Norman Way Commons House 

80 2020 Eastwood Drive Hoffman-Kennedy Dairy Horse Barn 

81 29 E. Wilson Street Bellevue Apartments 

82 2709 Sommers Avenue Mills Folly 

83 1156 Olin-Turville Court Monona Lake Assembly Normal Hall 

84 150 Iota Court Chi Psi Lodge 

85 644 N. Frances Street Delta Upsilon Fraternity 

86 202 N. Blount Street City Horse Barn 

87 454 W. Gilman Street Grimm Book Bindery 

88 619 W. Mifflin Street Wiedenbeck-Dobelin Warehouse 

89 123 N. Blount Street Badger State Shoe Factory 

90 914 Regent Street Italian Workmen’s Club 

91 314 S. Broom Street LaFollette House 

92 802 Femrite Drive Edna Taylor Conservancy Mounds 

93 corner Hudson and Lakeland Hudson Park Mound 

94 corner Maple and Lakeland Elmside Park Mounds 

95 702 S. Randall Avenue Vilas Park Mound Group 

96 120 N. Blount Street Hill Grocery and Residence 

97 6 S. Prospect Avenue Wolff House 

98 651 W. Doty Street American Tobacco Company Warehouses 

99 121-129 S. Hamilton Street Baskerville Apartments 

100 646 E. Gorham Street Collins House 

101 640 E. Gorham Street Connor House 

102 210 S. Brooks Street Longfellow School 

103 105 W. Main Street Smith & Lamb Block 

104 855 Woodrow Street Edgewood College Mound Group 

105 5395 Yahara River Road Halvorson Mound Group 

106 1110 Spring Harbor Drive & 1771 and 1775 Norman Way  Spring Harbor Mound Group 

107 416 E. Wilson Street Cardinal Hotel 

108 301 Wisconsin Avenue Madison Masonic Temple 

109 101 E. Mifflin Street Belmont Hotel 

110 427 E. Gorham Street Madison Water Works 

111 119 E. Main Street Thompson’s Block 

112 117-119 E. Mifflin Street Wakeley-Giles Building 

113 1 E. Gilman Street Quisling Towers Apartments 

114 3995 Shawn Trail Jacobs II House 

115 5030, 5034, 5040, 5042, 5053 and 5101 Lake Mendota Drive Merrill Springs Mound Group 

116 5 E. Wilson Street Madison Club 

117 3244 Atwood Avenue Garver Feed & Supply Co. 
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Table 8‐1, continued:  Historic Landmarks  (as of 4/19/05) 
No. Address Name 

118 610 N. Henry Street Chi Phi Fraternity 

119 115 W. Main Street Mohr/Christoffer Block 

120 121 W. Main Street McGovern Block 

121 15 E. Wilson Street Madison Catholic Assn. Clubhouse 

122 114-118 N. Breese Terrace Terrace Homes Apartments 

123 2015 Adams Street Leonard House 

124 857 South Shore Drive Eggiman House 

125 1440 E. Johnson Street Tenney Park 

126 501 S. Thornton Avenue Yahara River Parkway 

127 101-105 State Street Willett S. Main Building 

128 636 W. Washington Avenue Hotel Washington - destroyed by fire 

129 1 W. Mifflin Street Wisconsin State Capitol and Capitol Park Grounds 

130 3902 Regent Street Hoyt Park 

131 1249 Williamson Street Sixth Ward Public Library 

132 917 E. Mifflin Street Breese Stevens Field 

133 115 King Street Majestic Theater 

134 120-128 S. Pinckney Street Burrows Block 

135 1711 Kendall Avenue Smith - Ogg House 

136 1006 Grant Street Larson House 

137 106 E. Doty Street Dick-Eddy Blocks 

138 216 State Street Orpheum Theater 

139 201 State Street Yost’s-Kessenich’s Building 

140 545 W. Dayton Street Washington Public Grade and Orthopedic School 

141 2222 Van Hise Avenue Aldo Leopold House 

142 744 Williamson Street Madison Candy Company 

143 3522 E. Buckeye Road Boutell house 

144 215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. U.S. Post Office and Courthouse 

145 731 State Street University Presbyterian Church and Student Center 

146 602 Railroad Street Wisconsin Wagon Company 

147 717 E. Main Street Madison Gas and Electric Co. Powerhouse 

148 402 E. Mifflin Street Swedish Lutheran Gloria Dei Church 

149 626 University Avenue Luther Memorial Chapel 

150 101 S. Franklin Street Emily Thompson House 

151 117 E. Main Street Schoen Building 

152 512 E. Main Street Mattermore-Malaney House 

153 107-113 King Street King Street Arcade 

154 126 S. Hancock Street Frederick and Sophia Festner House 

155 101 N. Hamilton Street Draper Brothers Block 

156 351 W. Wilson Street Doty School 

157 121 E. Main Street Argus Building 
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Table 8‐1, continued:  Historic Landmarks  (as of 4/19/05) 
No. Address Name 

158 445 W. Wilson Street Dowling Apartments 

159 123 W. Washington Avenue Hotel Loraine 

160 504 E. Main Street Louis and Catherine Nelson House 

161 848 Jenifer Street McCarthy House 

162 1245-1301 E. Washington Avenue Gisholt Machine Co. Manufacturing Complex 

163 1344 E. Washington Avenue Fuller & Johnson Manufacturing Co. office building 

164 240 W. Gilman Street Woman’s Building 

165 104 King Street Suhr Building 

Source: City of Madison Department of Planning and Development, Planning Unit, May 2005 
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Table 8‐2:  National Register of Historic Places 
No. Address Historical Name 
1 1 North Pinckney Street American Exchange Bank 
2 651 West Doty Street American Tobacco Warehouses Complex 
3 123 North Blount Street Badger State Shoe Company 
4 423 North Pinckney Street Bashford House 
5 121-129 South Hamilton Street Baskerville Apartment Building 
6 29 East Wilson Street Bellevue Apartment Building 
7 101 East Mifflin Street Belmont Hotel 
8 622 East Gorham Street Bernard-Hoover Boathouse 
9 851-853 Williamson Street Biederstaedt Grocery 
10 302 South Mills Street Bowen House 
11 106 North Prospect Avenue Bradley House 
12 422 North Henry Street Braley House 
13 North Shore Drive Brittingham Park Boathouse 
14 Burrows Park Burrows Park Effigy Mound and Campsite 
15 416 East Wilson Street Cardinal Hotel 
16 106 East Doty Street Christian Dick Block 
17 101 North Blount Street City Market 
18 1150 Spaight Street Clarke House 
19 704 East Gorham Street Collins House 
20 1645 Norman Way Commons House 
21 1102 Spaight Street Curtis-Kittleson House 
22 1030 Jenifer Street Cutter House 
23 4718 Monona Drive Dean House 
24 445-447 West Wilson Street Dowling Apartment Building 
25 Edgewood College Edgewood College Mound Group Archeological District 
26 857 South Shore Drive Eggiman House 
27 137 North Prospect Avenue Elliott House 
28 Elmside Park Elmside Park Mounds 
29 205 North Prospect Avenue Ely House 
30 123 East Doty Street Fess Hotel 
31 1329 West Dayton Street Fire Station No. 4 
32 315 Wisconsin Avenue First Church of Christ Scientist 
33 Forest Hill Cemetery Forest Hill Cemetery Mound Group 
34 1 Gifford Pinchot Drive Forest Products Laboratory 
35 120 Ely Place Gilmore House 
36 6 North Carroll Street Grace Episcopal Church 
37 454 West Gilman Street Grimm Book Bindery 
38 1010 Sherman Avenue Hirsig House 
39 119-123 West Washington Avenue Hotel Loraine 
40 854 Jenifer Street Hyer’s Hotel 
41 111 South Hamilton Street Jackman Building 
42 441 Toepfer Avenue Jacobs House I 
43 3995 Shawn Trail Jacobs House II 
44 802 East Gorham Street Kayser House 
45 1204 Northport Drive Lake View Sanatorium 
46 114 State Street Lamb Building 
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Table 8‐2, continued:  National Register of Historic Places 
No. Address Historical Name 
47 22 North Butler Street Lamp House 
48 1006 Grant Street Larson House 
49 752 East Gorham Street Leitch House 
50 2015 Adams Street Leonard House 
51 728 East Gorham Street Lincoln School 
52 1010 Chandler Street Longfellow School 
53 620 South Ingersoll Street Lougee House 
54 601-627 Williamson Street Machinery Row 
55 744 Williamson Street Madison Candy Company 
56 100 South Blount Street Madison Gas and Electric Company Powerhouse 
57 301 Wisconsin Avenue Madison Masonic Temple 
58 North Hancock Street Madison Waterworks 
59 848 Jenifer Street McCarthy House 
60 Lake Mendota Drive Merrill Springs Mound Group II Archeological District 
61 647 East Dayton Street Miller House 
62 Lakeland Avenue Mills Woods Mound 
63 2709 Sommers Avenue Mills House 
64 130 East Gilman Street Old Executive Mansion 
65 3706 Nakoma Road Old Spring Tavern 
66 East Gorham Street @ North Butler Street Old Synagogue 
67 1100 Spaight Street Orton Park 
68 754 Jenifer Street Ott House 
69 424 North Pinckney Street Pierce House 
70 3402 Monroe Street Plough Inn 
71 1 East Gilman Street Quisling Towers Apartments 
Source: City of Madison Department of Planning and Development, Planning Unit, May 2005 
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Table 8‐3:  Native American Mounds  (as of 9/96) 

City Owned Sites 

No. Location Description 

1 Burrows Park Originally site consisted of one bird and one fox mound, also a campsite. Now only the bird 
remains; it has been completely excavated and reconstructed. (Mad. landmark and NRHP) 
MLC plaque. 

2 Vilas Circle Park and Curtis 
Mound, 1525 Vilas Ave. and 
1211 Garfield St. 

South Warren St. group. Originally group consisted of one bear, seven linear and one conical 
mound. Remaining are the bear in Vilas Circle Park, in excellent condition, except for the lost of 
part of its rear leg, and one of the linear mounds, which is located at 1525 Vilas Ave. and 1211 
Garfield Street (Mad. landmark and NRHP) WAS plaque. 

3 Vilas Park, at end of Randall 
Ave. 

Original group consisted of 11 mounds: two birds, 2 linear, and 8 conical. The existing mounds 
are one bird (with left wing reconstructed and the right partly gone), the 2 linear in excellent 
condition, 4 conicals and 1 only half left and 1 completely reconstructed (Madison landmark 
and NRHP) WAS plaque. 

4 Vilas Park Zoo One conical severely impacted by construction of animal habitats. WAS plaque. 

5 Forest Hill Cemetery Original group consisted of 7 mounds: four linear, two panther and one rare flying goose. Of 
this group, three of the linear mounds have been destroyed. The head of the goose was 
destroyed in 1886 by grading for the IC railroad. (Mad. landmark NRHP) DAR plaque. 

6 Edna Taylor Conservancy Pflaum-McWilliams group, originally consisting of 11 mounds: nine linear, one conical and one 
panther, plus evidence of more mounds destroyed prior to 1900. Now, within city limits are 
portions of 6 linear and one panther. Two of the linear mounds have been shortened by farming 
and construction; four have trails and/or sledding trails on or across them (Madison landmark 
and NRHP). MLC plaque. 

7 Elmside group, in park at the 
corner of Maple and Lakeland 

Original group: 1 bear, 1 lynx, one linear and 2 conical. Now: 1 bear and 1 lynx in excellent 
condition (Madison landmark and NRHP). MLC plaque. 

8 Mills Woods group, in Hudson 
Park, corner of Hudson and 
Lakeland 

Original group: 12 birds, 3 lizards or turtles, 5 linear, 10 conical. Now all that remains is one of 
the lizard and/or turtle mounds. Also described as a panther (Madison landmark and NRHP). 
MLC plaque. 

9 Cherokee Park Two large conical mounds at 1/4 mile apart. MLC plaques. 

10 1299 Meadowlark Elvehjem Sanctuary Mound. One conical mound vandalized in the past. MLC plaque. 
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Table 8‐3, continued:  Native American Mounds  (as of 9/96) 

Privately Owned Sites 

11 105 W. Sauthoff Road, between 
Veith Ave and Memorial Dr., 
South side 

Mueller mound group consists of one bear and one possible conical mound. 

12 402, 425 and 433 Woodward 
Dr., along shore of L. Mendota 

Woodward Shore Group, originally consisting according to one report, of 3 panthers, 1 bear, 1 
mammal, 2 birds, 5 conicals, 2 oval, and 5 linears. Parts of 4 effigies and a part of an oval remain. 

13 Vicinity of 601 Morningstar 
Lane, at SE corner with Little 
Fleur 

Originally group consisted of 4 birds, 1 panther, 7 effigy, 2 oval, 13 conical and 5 linear mounds. 
The remaining mound is 1 linear. May be same as Woodward Shore group. 

14 Spring Harbor School, S. of 
Norman Way between school 
and apt buildings 

The original group consisted of 1 bird, 2 bears, 3 linear and 7 conical. One bear mound remains 
behind the school, and one conical on the school grounds. One linear mound remains in the Reid's 
backyard, called the Warner group (Madison landmark and NRHP). 

15 Edgewood College This group consisted of 2 bears, 1 bird, 2 linear, 10 conical. Now remaining are 1 bird, 2 linear, and 
8 conical (Madison landmark and NRHP): WAS plaque. 

16 5030, 5034, 5040, 5042,5046, 
5053 and 5101 Lake Mendota 
Drive 

Merrill Springs II Group, 2 linear, 4 conicals and a portion of two effigies remain (NRHP, Madison 
landmark). 

17 5102 Sigglekow Rd. Nondahl Mound group. One bear and two linears. 

18 3298-3398 Lake Farm Rd. Gilman Mound group. One mink and one linear. Note: The Dane County Park Commission owns 
3298. 

State Owned Sites 

19 Farwells Point Originally 15 conical, 2 panther, 4 bird, 1 bear and 6 linear. Remaining are 3 conical, 1 bird, and 1 
panther, most in somewhat mutilated condition. NRHP. 

20 Mendota State Hospital Three large birds, two conical, two panthers, two bears, one deer, one questionable shape. NRHP. 

21 Willow Drive –UW Originally 1 bird, 1 conical, and 2 problematic. All remain, the conical is in good condition, the 
problematic mounds are in mutilated condition, and the bird has been poorly reconstructed. 

22 Observatory Hill – UW Originally I bird, 1 turtle, 1 panther and 1 linear. The bird and turtle remain, in good condition, 
except for sidewalks, which cross over them. 

23 Picnic Point – UW On the east shore are one linear and one conical, on the west shore is one conical mound. All are 
eroding. 

24 Eagle Heights – UW Three mounds remain, including two tapering, and one conical. 

25 Arboretum Woods – 
Arboretum 

Originally 1 bird, 1 panther, 4 conical, 6 linear. All are in the woods and are in excellent condition, 
except that two of the linears have trails across them. NRHP. 

26 Gallistel Woods – Arboretum Originally 1 linear, 1 conical, and 1 panther. All remain, but the panther has lost his head. NRHP. 

27 Vilas Mounds – Arboretum Originally 3 linears and a conical. Conical destroyed by looting. 

County Owned Sites 

28 2402 American Lane Truax Air Park linear Mound. 

29 5395 Yahara River Rd. Halvorson Mound group in Yahara Heights County Park. Originally two panther, one bear, one 
oval and one linear. One bear and one panther remain (NRHP and Madison Landmark). 

Source: City of Madison Department of Planning and Development, Planning Unit, May 2005 


