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A Madison Heritage Publication



The Walking Tour Booklet

This booklet is divided into three parts — an introductory
history, a history of the Nakoma League and the walking
tour.

The twenty-four Nakoma sites listed within this booklet are
arranged in chronological order. Each site has its number
circled at the top of its page. The Nakoma map at the
center of the booklet and other descriptions throughout refer
to these numbers so they can be easily cross-referenced.
Homes referenced for comparison purposes in the text are
designated with site letters.

Please keep in mind that all the sites on this tour are
private and not open to the public. Your respect for the
privacy of the residents is greatly appreciated.

The Walking Tour Web Site

Please visit the official Nakoma Walking Tour web site at
www.HistoricNakoma.org for additional details, color
photographs and maps.
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Historical Development of the
Nakoma Neighborhood

Ancient artifacts found during construction of several
Nakoma houses demonstrate that the hills of Nakoma over-
looking Lake Wingra were used as camp sites by the

Ho Chunk Indians and their ancestors. After European set-
tlement beginning in the 1830s, the land became a part of
the rural Town of Madison. Until the early 1900s this land
was devoted almost entirely to farming, Cutting across this
land in the nineteenth century was a road whose route
roughly corresponded to today's Nakoma Road. This road
ran westward from Madison towards Verona and the lead
mining region beyond and was a major transportation
route in the 1800s, In fact, the growing amount of traffic
on it led to the conversion of the 1854 Morgan farmhouse
into the Spring Tavern (site 1) only six years after it had
been built. The Spring Tavern is now the only 19th century
farmhouse remaining in Nakoma. As early as 1856 the
area had a large enough population to justify the creation
of Rural School District No. 6 and the construction of a
small frame schoolhouse. 1t was located on the site of the
present Thoreau School and remained in use until 1917, 1t
was from this pastoral landscape that the future suburb of
Nakoma would be created.

By the early 1900s, profound changes in the city of Madison
were bringing the practice of agriculture in this area to a
close. Beginning around 1890, Madison experienced major
population growth, thanks to the growing stature of the
University of Wisconsin, the growth of jobs in state govern-
ment and the growth of Madison’s industrial sector. The
population density grew to the point that the traditional
quality of life in the formerly gracious neighborhoods in
the downtown area deteriorated as houses were squeezed
between older ones and new apartment buildings and flats
were built, T'his resulted in an exodus of families of every
class seeking a better life in the suburbs. Developers platted
several suburbs in the countryside, of which the near west
side plats of Wingra Park (1889) and University Heights
(1893) were the first to cater to the more affluent members
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of the community. These were “streetcar suburbs,” so-
called because of their proximity to the streetcar lines that
enabled suburban homeowners to commute to their places
of business in the city's downtown and on the University of
Wisconsin campus,

Between Madison continued to grow through
1910 and 1920  the 1920s. Between 1910 and 1920,
Madison’s Madison's population increased by
population almost 50 percent. To cater to the new
increased by demand, a new generation of real
almost estate firms came into being, some of
50 percent. which took an active role in the cre-

ation of the suburbs that they offered
for sale. Of these firms, none was more active or more suc-
cessful than the Madison Realty Company. This firm was
established in 1913 by men who were already experienced
in the creating and selling of suburban plats and were
quick to see the possibilities of developing a new suburb
still farther to the west of the city's existing ones.
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A Madison Realty Company advertising billboard
Jeattuering the new Neakoma suburh,
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Building a new suburb that lay beyond the reach of the
cily’s existing streetcar lines was not without its problems,
however, since the downtown still remained the place of
work for most Madisonians. Suburbs that had been built
beyond the reach of the streetcar prior to 1913 had been a
disappointment to their sponsors. People were reluctant to
buy lots or build houses to which they could commute only
by foot, either human, or, for the wealthy, horse,



Indeed, such a fate appears to have befallen the first land to
be platted in what became Nakoma. In 1911, the University
Land Company bought farmland from the Gorham Family
on the hill overlooking the Spring Tavern. The company
hired local surveyor Ray S. Owen to design a curvilinear
plat called Gorham Heights, which included the future
Spring Trail, Huron Hill, Miami Pass, and Oneida Place.
But it was apparently a case of 1oo little, too soon, since the
company sold only a few lots, and no houses were built.

The solution lay in the automobile. What had begun as a
rich man’s novelty around the turn of the century was by
1913 becoming a viable alternative to existing forms of
transportation. Between 1907 and 1913 car sales in the city
were averaging eighty a year but between 1913 and 1916
this jumped to 300 per year. By 1916, autos outnumbered
horses in the city and bankers were offering the first auto
loans, all of which meant that real estate developers could
now look to land beyond the reach of the existing streetcar
lines as areas for potential development.

As a result, in 1914 and 1915, the Madison Realty Co. pur-
chased the Gorham Heights plat and portions of several
other farms that straddled the Verona Road and began the
process of turning them into what would become one of
Madison's most distinguished neighborhoods.

The overall landscape development plan for the new suburb
was laid out by prominent Chicago landscape gardener
Ossian Cole Simonds. His extensive work for the Madison
Park and Pleasure Drive Association had culminated in sev-
eral of Madison's most beautiful parks, including Vilas Park
on the shore of nearby Lake Wingra, and in the design of
two west side suburbs — the Highlands, platted and opened
for sale in 1911, and College Hills, platted and opened for
sale in 1912 and now part of the Village of Shorewood Hills.
The curvilinear street plan the company adopted for
Nakoma was the work of company director Leonard S,
Smith, a UW professor of engineering, It incorporated and
was inspired by the existing plat of Gorham Heights. The
Nakoma lots were placed on the market in July of 1915,

Several years afterwards a director of the Madison Realty
Co. described their vision:

The rolling landscape facing south and east, with an
unobstructed view of Lake Wingra, the Capitol, the
University, and the cily, seemed an ideal location for a
large commumily of homes.... The lols are large and the
streets are broad and inviting as they follow the sweeping
curves at the base of the hills. The general vesull was fo
leave the land as natwre made i, unmarred by the cutting
throwgh of streets, so common in the conventional city plat,

One of the Nakoma fleet that kept Capitol square and the
wniversity just minudes awa),

Photo: Phil Stark Collection

The Madison Realty Co.'s new plat was a modest success
but it was a success that took hard work to achieve. To
overcome buyer reluctance to live beyond the end of the
streetcar lines, the company created one of Madison’s first
private bus lines to carry homeowners to and from the
downtown. They also undertook a massive local advertising
campaign that was designed to alleviate buyers’ concerns
while trumpeting the new suburb's virtues. Lower taxes in
the Town of Madison were extolled while concern over the
lack of city services was addressed by the notice that the
company itself was furnishing “water, gas, electricity, side-
walks, shade trees, and transportation,”
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Snapshot of Nakoma homes from 1921, Third house on
the right is the Craflsman style Volk house (site 2)

Advertisements in the local papers stressed that in Nakoma,
a Chippewa word that was said to mean “I do as [ prom-
ise,” saloons were forbidden, as were businesses, multi-fam-
ily dwellings, and the moving of older buildings onto new
lots. Much was also made of the prominence of the local
men who were the directors of the Madison Realty Co. and
of the high capitalization of the company, which, at
$350,000, was far beyond other Madison suburbs of the day.

The Nakoma School, 1917

Photo: Phil Stark Collection

The directors of the Madison Realty Co. also realized that
while a suburb like Nakoma could be especially appealing
to families with school-age children, the existing one-room
frame schoolhouse would not attract them, Thus, in 1917,
the company replaced the old building with a new §15,000
Prairie style grade school, designed by Madison architect
Alvan I, Small; they also contributed $450 for books for its
library. In addition, the company sponsored neighborhood
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The Craftsman style bungealow in the foreground is the

Juckem house (site 6)

Plioto: Phil Stark Collection

activities, underwrote the printing of a neighborhood mag-
azine — the “Nakoma Tomahawk™ — and sponsored a
street-naming contest that resulted in names of Indian ori-

win that the streets still bear to this day,

All of this work gave the new suburb an instant visibility,
but it did not translate into immediately successful sales,
By 1920, twenty-one houses plus the Clements building
{site 5) and the Nakoma School had been built and a
number of other lots had been sold. But housing construc-
tion from 1916 to 1920 was hampered nationally by a busi-
ness depression and World War I and locally by a glut of
new suburban lots being offered for sale.

The relative isolation of Nakoma's first residents was
relieved by the residents themselves, who created both infor-
mal and formal ways to spur community spirit. One of the
edrliest of these efforts was the formation in May 1920 of
the Nakoma District Welfare League by a group of 30
Nakoma women seeking to promote neighborliness and the
common welfare of the residents (still active as the Nakoma
League). Other, more informal activities included popular
neighborhood picnics and holiday parties,

After 1920, sales and construction in Nakoma boomed, part-
ly because of the naming of Paul E. Stark as the Madison
Realty Co.'s sales manager. Paul E. Stark (1884-1945) had
been active in real estate in Madison since 1908, when he
and his father had established the Stark Land Co. By the
time he joined forces with the Madison Realty Co., Stark
had established a solid track record of sales success.



[t was to him more than any other sin-
gle person that the eventual success of
the Nakoma plat was due.

In 1920, the Madison Realty Co. joined
with Nakoma residents to incorporate
the Nakoma Homes Company to help
insure a permanent, highly desirable .
residential community. This non- Stone gateway al
stock corporation was made up of Seneca Place
Nakoma dwellers, giving one vote for ~ @nd Odana Rd.
every $100 of assessed value of their

property in the suburb. The Nakoma Homes Co. kept
unused lots clean, provided street lights, repaired and
maintained streets, and provided fire and police protection.
The organization also provided for signs and gates to be erected
throughout the
suburb and for
the landscaping
of public areas.
Impressive stone
gateways for a
number of
Nakoma's streets
were designed by
the firm of Hare
& Hare of Kansas
City; a duck pond
was built across
Nakoma Road
from the Spring
Tavern; and the

The Nakoma “duck pond”, across "
Nakoma Road from the Spring UW's first land-
Tavern (site 1) scape architec-
ture faculty
member, Franz Aust, was hired as a consultant for the
Nakoma neighborhood during the 1920s and 1930s,

In addition, all future purchasers of property in Nakoma
were required to sign an agreement with the Nakoma
Homes Co. that essentially placed restrictive covenants on
the property. For instance: lot set backs and building
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heights were restricted, no businesses were allowed to oper-
ate in Nakoma buildings, and no multi-family homes
could be built. Another restriction required that the exteri-
or design of all building plans be approved by a licensed
architect, who had to be approved by the Madison Realty
Go. or the Nakoma Homes Co, A final restriction, added
three weeks before Nakoma was annexed to the City of
Madison in 1931, established racial barriers for those
seeking to own or occupy property in Nakoma, a type of
restriction that, regrettably, was all too common in that
period and was also included in the deeds of a number of
other contemporary Madison suburbs.

The formation of the Nakoma Country Club in 1921 stimu-
lated sales. The creation of this club on land just to the
east of the original plat was an especially significant event:
so-called “country club suburbs” were a closely watched
national trend in suburban development. Since country
clubs had already been developed or were under construc-
tion on lands adjacent to the Madison suburbs of College
Hills and Maple Bluff, Nakoma's inclusion on the short list
of suburbs having such amenities was viewed as being
important for its prestige.

By the mid-1920s, new houses were appearing on every
street of the original plat. Replats of several blocks by the
Madison Realty Co. in 1922 and 1926 added to the number
of available lots. In 1928, more replats and the first addi-
tion to the original plat were recorded. This was the
Randall Addition, which expanded the original plat in a
southwest direction along Nakoma Road and Cherokee
Drive. New construction continued unabated until the
deepening of the Great Depression in 1931 and 1932
brought real estate activity in Madison and in Nakoma to a
halt. Even the annexation of Nakoma into the City of
Madison in 1931 failed to spur construction, which did not
resume on any scale until 1934, By 1936, however, con-
struction had resumed at a pace that was even greater than
in the 1920s. Several more new additions were added to
the original plat in 19306, 1937, 1938 and 1939. By 1945,
nearly all of the lots in the pre-World War I1 portions of
Nakoma were occupied.



History of the Nakoma League

The Nakoma League is a neighborhood social and charita-
ble group. All residents of Nakoma are automatically mem-
bers of the league. The Nakoma District Welfare League, as
it was called when it was founded in May 1920, was formed
by a group of 30 Nakoma women when there were 26
homes in the neighborhood. Today, there are nearly 700.

The purpose of the league, according to its original articles
of organization, was “the uplifting of humanity, the reliev-
ing of distress, the lending of a helping hand to those in
need, be they rich or poor, the giving of ourselves to do for
others.”" Eventually, the league emphasized more social
gatherings, vet retained its aim to do charitable work as a
secondary goal. Although the league's activities have
changed over the years as women's lifestyles have changed,
its purpose today remains true to that of its 1941 revised
constitution: “to promote neighborliness and friendliness
among its members and to contribute o the welfare of the
community.” The Nakoma League is not a political associ-
ation and does not take a position on any political or city
issues. A neighborhood association was formed in 1974 for
this purpose, but it was active only a vear or two,

The league began as a women'’s group, which met in a
neighborhood home one afternoon each month. Its first
work was the piecing of a quilt. Some of the league’s other
early welfare projects included providing food and clothing
for those in need, paying tuition for two worthy girls to
become teachers, and sewing curtains, doll clothes and
nightgowns for local hospitals. The league donated furni-
ture, kitchen equipment and books to Nakoma School and
filled Christmas baskets for the Salvation Army. For five
years, the league sent a rose and bud to each new mother
in the neighborhood and flowers to each Nakoma home
where a death had occurred.

The ladies” afternoon meetings always featured refresh-
ments and socializing, as well as entertainment or an
educational program. ‘Typical agendas included vocal
selections, piano recitals, dramatic performances or poetry
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readings by
neighborhood
women, They
also discussed
hooks and shared
stories of their
travels abroad.
University
professors were
frequent guest
lecturers. In
September of
1934, Professor

Aldo Leopold - .

“‘I‘Ir““““_‘l the 1963, In addition lo League busi-
ladies of the ness, the meetings frequently featured
Nakoma League, — musical or educational programs.
who met at the Photo: Capltal Times

Nakoma Country
Club, to talk about construction plans for the University of
Wisconsin Arboretum.

Many prominent Madisonians have lived in Nakoma,
Buildings all over town bear their names. While some of
these men were busy as leaders of the University of
Wisconsin and in business, their wives were busy leading
the Nakoma League. Mis. I'R. Truax, for example, was
secretary/treasurer of the league during its 1930-1931 pro-
gram year. Ier husband, Thomas R. Truax, was the chiefl
of the Timber Processing Division at the U.S. Forest
Products Laboratory and a member of the Wood Technology
Committee of the United Nations” Food and Agriculture
Organization. Their son, Thomas R. Truax, Jr., was an
Army Air Corps pilot during World War 11, for whom
Madison’s Truax Field is named.

Mrs. C.A, Elvehjem was Nakoma League president from
1940-1941, Her husband, Conrad A, Elvehjem, an interna-
tionally acclaimed biochemist, became president of the
University of Wisconsin in 1958, The university’s Elvehjem
Art Museum bears his name.



Mrs. G.W. Longenecker was president from 1942-1943.

Mr. Longenecker was chairman of the University of
Wisconsin Landscape Architecture Department and director
of the UW-Arboretum from 1933-1967, A garden near the
arhoretum’s visitor center is named after him,

By the late 1930s, 50 to 70 women attended each meeting —
too many for one home to accommaodate. Consequently,
the league leadership divided Nakoma into four “tribes’
Cherokee, Oneida, Iroquois and Seminole. During the
19405 a fifth tribe, Ottawa, was added, and, in the 1950s,
the sixth and final tribe, Chippewa, was added. The league
still recognizes these areas today, The current leadership —
still mostly women ~ consists of two or three co-presidents,
a treasurer, two representatives from each of the six areas,
and a newsletter editor.

Here is a snapshot of the Nakoma women's social calendar
from the 19405 to about 1970.

e September: Fall Reunion Tea at Nakoma School and
later at Westminster Preshyterian Church. The ladies
gathered for tea and a musical program or fashion show,

e October: Home meetings in each tribe.

» November: Dessert & Bridge Benefit at Nakoma Country
Club. In some years this event was organized as a pro-
gressive card party in a dozen or so homes. Tickets were
sold to raise money for the league Lo donate to charities,

* December: Dancing Party for Nakoma Young People at
Nakoma School,

* Christmas caroling, a holiday tradition organized by the
Nakoma League up until about 1950. The young people
roamed the neighborhood, stopping to sing wherever
there was a light in the window. Afterwards, all Nakoma
residents were invited to gather around a pine tree deco-
rated with lights at the corner of Miami Pass and
Cherokee Drive for a community sing,

e January: Twelfth Night Party at Nakoma School. This
was the only event to which husbands were invited. 1t
has been on the neighborhood calendar since 1916,
when the first Nakoma families gathered for a potluck

Christmas dinner. Later, the party became much more
elaborate, attracting a crowd of about 350 neighbors.
The evening began with cocktail parties for new
residents at the home of each tribe’s leader. A catered
dinner at the school was followed by a ceremony 1o
welcome new residents to the neighborhood. Next, each
tribe presented a humorous skit and finally, everyone
danced to the music of a live orchestra.

A seene from “Nakomalot,” the 1964 Twelfth Night dinner
and theater, an annual cvent that is stifl popular in the
neighborbood today.

PPhiote: Wiseorsin State Joimal

o January, February, March: Home meetings in each tribe.

o April: Spring Tea at Nakoma School and later at
Westminster Presbyterian Church. The program was
similar to the fall tea,

e May: Garden Breakfast & Installation of New Officers.
Two hundred women gathered for breakfast in the yard
of a neighborhood home o welcome the slate of new
Nakoma League officers. They were reminded to wear
Jow-heeled shoes and to bring a pillow to sit on.

The 1970s brought changes to the traditions of the
Nakoma League. Ethnic awareness and women's libera-
tion collided with longstanding traditions, resulting in a
time of gradual reorganization for the league,



The women’s afternoon meetings gave way to evening
couples' parties and holiday events for the children,
Eventually, the Fall Reunion Tea and the Bridge Benefit
were abandoned in favor of a fall cocktail party, The
Spring Tea and the May Breakfast were replaced by the
Spring Progressive Dinner.

Nakoma League events of the 1930s to 1960s were regularly
covered on the society pages of the Madison newspapers. By
the early 1970s, however, these activities were no longer
deemed newsworthy. One of the last Nakoma League events
to be covered in the newspaper drew an unexpected reac-
tion. Remembering that the first residents of Nakoma were
the Native
Americans, the
ladies of the
Nakoma League
enjoyed a 30-year
tradition (1940s
to 1970s) of
incorporating ? : e
Niive ABHCER 1952 May Breakfast and installation
headbands and of new Nakoma League officers in the
dresses, drums, backyard of 1001 Seminole Huy.
SOTgES, hand :"ig' Photo: Wisconsin State Jourmal
nals and dances

into their programs welcoming new neighbors at Twelfth
Night and installing new officers at the Garden Breakfast,

A program at the Fall Reunion Tea of 1970 recalled the
50-year history of the Nakoma League and featured league
members in Native American costumes, When a large pic-
ture of the event appeared in The Capital Times, it drew

75 Native Americans and sympathizers to picket the news-
paper’s office, protesting the Nakoma League's use of fake
Native American costumes and rituals. As a response to this
protest, in November 1970, Madison’s Equal Opportunity
Gommission endorsed a city council resolution “requesting
groups to refrain from using sacred [ndian names in jest,
dressing in faked Indian costumes and performing faked
Indian rituals,” according to The Capital Times. The reso-
lution extended its protection to include other ethnic
groups as well.
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1959 May Breakfast in the backyard of 4130 Iroquois Dr.
Altendees brought their own blankets lo sit on.

Pt Capital Times

Not meaning, to be offensive, the league gradually abandoned
its use of Native American rituals. Finally, all but one of the
league’s nine Indian blankets were sold at a silent auction at
the last Dessert & Bridge Benefit in 1979. For two years
following the protest, the league sponsored a holiday party in
the Wisconsin Dells for Native American children and their
families and gave scholarship money for Native American
children to attend Camp Bird in Menomonee County.

Over the years, Nakoma League has made contributions to
many charitable organizations, including Girl Scouts, Boy
Scouts, Washington Orthopedic School (now the Doyle
Administration Building), Dane County Mental Health
Genter, Red Cross, Empty Stocking Fund, March of Dimes,
Thoreau School and Cherokee School. For many years, a
committee of the Nakoma League collected money from
Nakoma neighbors for United Way in the fall and for a
health charities fund in the spring,

Charitable activities since the 1990s have included Adopt-
a-Family and the Gift of Reading. During the holiday
season, the league requests a list of needy families from
the Community Action Coalition. Nakoma families then
purchase holiday gifts and food for them. Through the
Gift of Reading program, Nakoma families provide new
books for children who need them. In addition, the league
collects non-perishable food items at the Fall Gathering to
donate to an area food pantry.
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The Nakoma League has been responsible for numerous
neighborhood improvement projects. The women pur-
chased benches for bus stops and for Nakoma Park. They
raised funds for new playground equipment in the park
numerous times — in the 1950s, 1970s and again in the
1990s. Twice, in 1955 and 1994, the league was involved
in providing a neighborhood sign for the corner of the
park at the intersection of Cherokee Drive and Nakoma
Road. The league has also contributed money 1o the city
for landscaping around the sign, while a neighborhood
volunteer cares for the plants. Finally, the league has taken
responsibility for having repair work done on the stone
walls and turrets at the intersections of Mandan Crescent
and Manitou Way, and Odana Road and Oneida Place,

The Nakoma League's current social calendar is family-
oriented and includes the following events:

o The Iall Gathering, a cocktail and appetizer party at a
neighborhood home.

e Children’s Halloween Party in Nakoma Park or at a
neighbor's haunted house,

e The 'Iwelfth Night Dinner & Theatre, held in January or
February. The evening includes pre-dinner parties at a
home in each area. A catered dinner at Westminster
Presbyterian Church is followed by the introduction of
new neighbors and a full-length musical comedy written
and performed by Nakomans. This event is much the
same as it has been since Nakoma's early days, minus
dancing to a live orchestra.

e Spring Fgg Hunt in Nakoma Park.

e Tulip Time Progressive Dinner in neighborhood homes.

e Jourth of July Picnic and Parade in Nakoma Park,
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Site Listing by Architecture

Colonial Revival Style
i#7 734 Huron Hill
#9734 Oneida Place
#18 801 Huron Hill

#19 4049 Cherokee Drive
#20 801 Miami Pass

#21 1210 Seminole Hwy.
#25 4235 Wanda Place
#24 4002 Yuma Drive

Craftsman Style

#2 4227 Mandan Crescent
#5 3821 Nakoma Road
#6 4202 Mandan Crescent

French Provincial Style
12 1133 Waban Hill

Greek Revival Style
fil - 3706 Nakoma Road

International Style
##17 3830 Cherokee Drive

Modern Style
#22 3610 Spring Trail

Norman Revival Style
#16° 4230 Waban Hill

Prairie Style
#3 3853 Nakoma Road
f4 1026 Seminole Hwy.

Tudor Revival Style

#8733 Huron Hill

#10° 1001 Seminole Hwy.
#t11° 3906 Cherokee Drive
#13 3914 Cherokee Drive
#14 4138 Country Club
#15 702 Oneida Place

construction of the Stark house (site 7), 1921,

Phota: Ml Stark Collection
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