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Introduction

In September, 1982, the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizen
Review Committee designated the Fourth District and 01d Market Place Neigh-
borhoods a concentration neighborhood area to receive planning assistance in
1982-83 and funding for neighborhood improvement projects in 1984 and 1985.

The CDBG Citizen Review Team recommended that a neighborhood plan or a major
strategy be developed for the area. The preparation of this plan is a product
of that recommendation and should serve as an improvement guide for the neigh-
borhoods. This Neighborhood Plan Strategy was developed through the joint
planning efforts of the Fourth District and 01d Market Place Neighborhoods with
planning assistance provided through the Department of Planning and Development.
The Plan has identified area problems and needs and has formulated neighborhood
improvement recommendations to be implemented over the next two to three years.

Summary of Issues and Recommendations:

1. Crime:

The incidence of crime in the area is generally high relative to other
Madison areas. The Plan recommends setting up a neighborhood watch program
and using other safety measures such as improved lighting, locks, and
public education on crime prevention.

2. Housing Deterioration:

A major portion of the area's housing stock is deteriorating. The Plan calls
for designating the area a Community Development Authority (CDA) rehabilitation
area and expanding the City's CDA Rental Rehabilitation Program currently
administered in the Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood to include the Fourth District
and 01d Market Place Neighborhood Area. The Plan promotes neighborhood self-
help rehabilitation initiatives together with the use of low-interest loans

and other financial incentives to encourage landlords to rehabilitate residen-
tial structures.

3. Neighborhood Cohesiveness/Pride/Communication:

A large portion of the area population are students who have stronger social
ties with the University than with the neighborhoods. The residents, in
general, lack a sense of community, neighborhood identity and pride in caring
for their area. The Plan recommends the use of the newsletter as a vehicle
for (1) bringing area residents closer together; (2) informing the residents
of the available resources within the neighborhoods; and (3) educating the
public on relevant and important issues affecting the area.

4, Design Guidelines for New Development:

Residents feel that, during the last several years, the area has been
developed with office/commercial/apartment buildings and condominiums and
undergone some major and minor rehabilitation activities that have created
architectural disharmony among the existing residential structures in the
area. To ensure that future development is compatible with the existing
architectural character of the area, the Plan recommends developing design
guidelines for new development.



