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MARQUETTE NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER MASTER PLAN

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Marquette Neighborhood Center Master Plan, soon to be
introduced to the City Council for adoption, makes proposals to
strengthen Williamson Street as a neighborhood business
district. Its strategy is to focus on redevelopment of the
Williamson/Baldwin Street intersection and the three-block
radius around this "neighborhood center."

The plan promotes the evolution and development of the area
while protecting traditional pedestrian-oriented urban patterns,
established architectural character, and existing businesses and
institutions.

Its primary recommendations include:

1. Amend the Third Lake Ridge Historic District Ordinance to
strengthen guidelines for rehabilitation and new
construction within the commercial district.

2. Take advantage of future redevelopment opportunities
within the target area to increase density and consolidate
land uses. In some cases, buildings that have out-lived their
structural usefulness should be demolished so that newly
constructed projects can contribute to a denser urban
design. Some of these opportunities will occur along
Williamson, while others, especially upon the arrival of rail
transit, will emerge along E. Wilson Street and the rail
corridor.

3. Redevelop the northwest corner of Baldwin and Williamson
(vacant Sunrise Oil Company and adjacent lots) as a mixed
use building utilizing underground parking and surface
parking at the rear. The new building should be placed at
the sidewalk and its architectural detailing should match
the urban character of buildings such as the Schaefer
Pharmacy.

4. Address parking for commercial and residential needs by a
multi-part approach, including a.) Reducing parking
requirements within the Madison Zoning Code to reflect
multi-modal transportation movement within the corridor;
b.) Conducting a detailed parking study for the area; c.)
Implementing a "parking district" approach to shared
parking access and shared parking costs; d.) Requiring new
construction to include structured parking.

5. Improve Baldwin Street's function as an entrance/gateway
to the neighborhood by tree plantings, public art amenities,
improved public sidewalks, and significant new buildings
that address the street. ’

6. Conduct a six-month study or computer modeling of the
costs and benefits of maintaining on-street parking on
Williamson St. during peak travel periods.

7. Amend the Zoning Code to create a new mixed-use urban
village district. Such a district would allow for a diversity
of land uses within one parcel or along one block.

The plan was developed this summer during an intensive 4-day
workshop attended by some 75 neighborhood residents and
business owners. The results of the workshop were drawn up
by the consultants, Town Planning Collaborative, BIKO
Associates, and Schreiber-Anderson Associates.

The planning project was funded by the Dane County Better
Urban Infill Development (BUILD), a component of Dane
County Executive Kathleen Falk's Design Dane program. The
planning process was also funded by the Greater Williamson
Area Business Association, the Marquette Neighborhood
Association, Common Wealth Development, the Williamson
Street Grocery Coop, and by the City of Madison.




