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March 5, 2019 
 
All requestors of Madison Police Department case 19-56447 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
The Madison Police Department has received many requests for public records associated with Madison 
Police Department case 19-56447 (Whitehorse Middle School). With respect to the public’s right to have 
access to the requested records “as soon as practicable and without delay”, while at the same time 
recognizing that responding to each unique request would significantly delay our ability to respond in a 
timely manner, the Madison Police Department has consolidated reports and created a public file. There 
will be no fees associated with access. Madison Police Department will respond to additional requests 
through the normal public records request process, requests can be made through 
pdrecords@cityofmadison.com  
 
Under the Wisconsin Public Records Laws, records custodians must carefully weigh the competing public 
interests involved when deciding to release any record in their possession.  Custodians begin with a 
presumption of complete public access to such records.  However, custodians must consider whether 
inspection of the record could result in harm to the public interest that would outweigh the benefits of 
such inspection.  When such harm substantially outweighs the benefits of public inspection, such records 
or portions thereof, must remain confidential. 
 
I have redacted statements about prior incidents involving juveniles that were not a part of this Madison 
Police Department Investigation. While I am not aware of the facts of any prior incidents, Wis. Stats. 
48.396 and 938.396 relating to peace officers records of juveniles prohibit the release of records described 
in these statutes except in certain circumstances. There are no exceptions that apply with this 
circumstance. Additionally, I have redacted an interview of a child conducted under Wis. Stats. 48 while 
preserving for the record that the interview was conducted following Wis. Stats. 48.396. This is not purely 
a juvenile record under the statutes and that fact presents a challenge for redaction of records relating to 
minor children; by using the balancing test as a guide the public harm in releasing unsubstantiated 
allegations against a juvenile without investigation outweighs the public good in releasing those claims. 
 
For the purposes of this release, because no arrest was made, all of the juveniles are treated as witnesses 
or contacts. The names of the juveniles, as well as their parents (since the juveniles can be identified 
through their parents), are therefore redacted in the police reports. The public harm in releasing records 
that contain information identifying juvenile witnesses and contacts outweighs the public good in such 
release as evidenced by state statutes protecting the release of juvenile records. Cooperation by members 
of the public in law enforcement investigations is paramount to a complete and true investigation. The 
public interest in knowing an investigation was thoroughly completed by releasing report information 
sometimes means that cooperating contacts do not have anonymity. However, under the balancing test 
the public harm in releasing the identity of juveniles far outweighs the public benefit in this case.  
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I have also redacted personally identifiable information composed of birth dates, home addresses and 
private telephone numbers relating to cooperating contacts. Release of this information would facilitate 
identity theft crime and thus would be contrary to the well-established public interests in crime 
prevention and reduction (19.36(13) Wis. Stats.). Additionally, releasing this information would be 
contrary to the public interests in crime detection and crime fighting in that witnesses may be reluctant 
to report what they know to the police if they have the fear that this personal and sensitive information 
is subject to release upon a public records request.  
 
I have redacted portions of these records that relate to a medical diagnosis and drug information. Multiple 
state and federal statutes protect the sensitive nature of medical information by declaring such records 
confidential. These statutes require the Madison Fire Department to keep such protected health 
information confidential. I interpret the Madison Police Department to have a likewise obligation. 
Therefore, I have redacted the details/description relating to any medical conditions and treatment 
 
I have reached the above conclusions after weighing the reasons for nondisclosure against the public 
interest in disclosure and taking into consideration laws which either require or prohibit the release of 
certain records or information. For the reason(s) set forth above, I have concluded that the public interest 
in nondisclosure of the redacted information outweighs the public interest in disclosure. Pursuant to Sec. 
19.35(4)(b) Wis. Stats., I advise you that this determination not to disclose the information described 
above  is subject to review by Mandamus under Sec. 19.37(1) Wis. Stats., or upon application to the 
Wisconsin Attorney General or the Dane County District Attorney. I have consulted with the City Attorney 
regarding the denial of access for a portion of this record per 3.70(6) MGO. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Julie A. Laundrie 
Madison Police Records Custodian 
 
 






























































































































































