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ZONING CODE SEC. 28.185 

APPROVAL OF DEMOLITION (RAZING, WRECKING) AND REMOVAL

Administrative 
Approval

Accessory Buildings

Or

No known historic 
value 

and

building is 
structurally 
unsound 

or

damaged by fire or 
other natural 

disasters 

or

in a Campus 
Institutional 
Master Plan

Administrative 
Approval

Accessory Buildings

Or

No known historic 
value 

and

building is 
structurally 
unsound 

or

damaged by fire or 
other natural 

disasters 

or

in a Campus 
Institutional 
Master Plan

Plan Commission 
Approval

Seven (7) Demolitions 
standards

Show efforts to relocate the 
building

CoA from the Landmarks 
Commission (if applicable)

 City Recycling 
Coordinator  approved reuse 

and recycling plan 

City's historic 
preservation planner and 

Landmarks Commission reports 

Report of the City Forester: 
impact of relocation on City 
terrace trees, if applicable

Condition of the building (fire 
hazard, unlawful use of the 

property, public nuisance, or 
other public health and safety 

concern (BI, MPD or MFD may be 
consulted)

All 7 Must be
Met

Consider if items 1-6 are 
consistent with the statement of 

purpose and with the health, 
prosperity, safety, and welfare of 

the City of Madison

Plan Commission 
Approval

Seven (7) Demolitions 
standards

Show efforts to relocate the 
building

CoA from the Landmarks 
Commission (if applicable)

 City Recycling 
Coordinator  approved reuse 

and recycling plan 

City's historic 
preservation planner and 

Landmarks Commission reports 

Report of the City Forester: 
impact of relocation on City 
terrace trees, if applicable

Condition of the building (fire 
hazard, unlawful use of the 

property, public nuisance, or 
other public health and safety 

concern (BI, MPD or MFD may be 
consulted)

All 7 Must be
Met

Consider if items 1-6 are 
consistent with the statement of 

purpose and with the health, 
prosperity, safety, and welfare of 

the City of Madison

Decision

approve

approve with 
conditions

or

deny a demolition 
or removal

Decision

approve

approve with 
conditions

or

deny a demolition 
or removal

Statement of 
Purpose
(THE HOW)

preservation of historic 
buildings

relocating vs 
demolishing 

adopted City plans 
considerations

reuse or recycling of 
demolished materials 

unsafe structures/
public nuisances

Safe removal methods

AND

Statement of 
Purpose
(THE HOW)

preservation of historic 
buildings

relocating vs 
demolishing 

adopted City plans 
considerations

reuse or recycling of 
demolished materials 

unsafe structures/
public nuisances

Safe removal methods

AND

Statement of 
Purpose

(THE WHAT)

carefuly consider to demolish or remove buildings is a public 
necessity 

required in the interest of the health, prosperity, safety, 
and welfare of the people

Statement of 
Purpose

(THE WHAT)

carefuly consider to demolish or remove buildings is a public 
necessity 

required in the interest of the health, prosperity, safety, 
and welfare of the people

Conditions

Conditions and 
restrictions may be 

stipulated as deemed 
necessary 

to promote the public 
health, safety and 

general welfare of the 
community

 and to secure 
compliance with the 

standards

Conditions

Conditions and 
restrictions may be 

stipulated as deemed 
necessary 

to promote the public 
health, safety and 

general welfare of the 
community

 and to secure 
compliance with the 

standards

Full Demolition Standars Ordinance
https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/

code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIICH20--
31_CH28ZOCOOR_SUBCHAPTER_28LPR_28.185APDERAWRRE
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