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Who is the 

Regional Data 

Group?



Planners Who Work with 

Demographic, Housing, and 

Economic Data Regularly



Establishing Consensus 
on Projections that…

• ARE ACCURATE

• COME FROM A CREDIBLE SOURCE

• SUPPORTS LOCAL PLANNING 
EFFORTS



Not Projections that…

• REPLACE THE DOA’S

• FUFILL STATUTORY OBLIGATION TO 
USE CERTAIN PROJECTIONS
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Why Did We 

Produce These 

Projections?



Past DOA Projections vs. Census Counts
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2024 DOA Population Projection

290,272 
323,545 

367,085 

426,526 

488,073 

561,504 

1978 DOA

1983 DOA

1988 DOA

1993 DOA

1998 DOA

2003 DOA

2008 DOA

2013 DOA

627,215 

703,535 

779,265 

 250,000

 350,000

 450,000

 550,000

 650,000

 750,000

 850,000

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Census (Total Population) 2024 DOA Projection



2025 DOA Population Estimate
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What Was the 

Methodology?



What Best 

Describes the 

Long-term Trend 

in Dane County?

Percent

of Total?

Numeric

Addition?

CAGR?



“Line of Best Fit”

y = 54,548x + 218,582

R² = 0.983

y = 4,871.8x2 + 20,446x + 264,052

R² = 0.9997
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Validating Our Assumption

What if…

• Natural Population 

Increase

• Net Migration

• Unit Production

• Job Growth

…was the primary driver 

of population change? 300,000
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DOA vs. RDG Projections
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Central:
Fitchburg
Madison

Maple Bluff
McFarland
Middleton
Monona

Shorewood Hills

First Ring:
Cottage Grove

De Forest
Sun Prairie

Verona
Waunakee
Windsor

Outlying:
Belleville*
Black Earth

Blue Mounds
Brooklyn*

Cambridge*
Cross Plains

Dane
Deerfield

Edgerton*
Marshall

Mazomanie
Mount Horeb

Oregon
Rockdale

Stoughton



Where’s All the Development?

RDG PROJECTIONS BY LOCATION
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Central
RDG PROJECTIONS BY LOCATION



First Ring
RDG PROJECTIONS BY LOCATION



Outlying
RDG PROJECTIONS BY LOCATION
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Evaluated Alternatives
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How Are We Doing So Far?



What Might 

Influence the 

Projections’ 

Accuracy?

Migration

Household

Size

Commuting

Jobs



What Might 

Influence the 

Projections’ 

Accuracy?

Household

Size



Household Size
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Household Size
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What Might 

Influence the 

Projections’ 

Accuracy?

Commuting



Commuting

Patterns
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Commuting

Patterns
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What Might 

Influence the 

Projections’ 

Accuracy?

Migration
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What Might 

Influence the 

Projections’ 

Accuracy? Jobs
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Thank You!
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