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What is planning and why does it matter?

• Planning is the process of working together to create 
recommendations to guide the future of Madison and its 
neighborhoods.

• Plans set parameters for future development, and include 
recommendations for parks, streets, and other infrastructure.

• Plans consider many factors, such as projected growth, housing, 
transportation, the economy, the environment, and cultural 
resources.

• Planning is an important tool to prepare for growth and navigate 
change.



What are Area Plans and what are the benefits?

• Comprehensive Plan has larger goals for the whole City. 
Area plans provide more detailed recommendations.

• Full city coverage – 12 areas

• More frequent plan updates

• Consistent plan topics;                                             
higher level recommendations

• Enhanced coordination on City initiatives

• Emphasis on feedback from underrepresented groups



Southeast Area
North boundary: 
 State Highway 30
South boundary: 
 Siggelkow Road / Village of McFarland
East boundary: 
 Interstate 39/90
West boundary: 
 City of Monona / Lake Monona
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2020 Census:
• 11,100 housing units
• 25,366 people
• 25.9% BIPOC and Hispanic/Latinx



Public Engagement Summary
• Public Meetings: In-person Open House and a virtual meeting

• November – April: Interactive Commenting Mapping

• Survey Part 1 & 2

• Madison Madness Bracket

• NAs, Schools, School Districts, NRTs and others

• UW PEOPLE Program -  La Follette High School students

• Partnered with nINA Collective to host Focus Group meetings

• Pop-Up outreach – Pinney library, community events, Bike to Work 
week

• Neighborhood walk

• Business Walk

• PC and TC check-ins (June, Aug)

• CAS events at Hiestand and Honeysuckle Parks



How feedback gets into plan

Public
Feedback

Feedback that falls under 
existing City Policy or 
Programs

Feedback that is outside the Plan 
Scope and passed along to 
relevant Partners or City Agency

Feedback that become actions in 
the Draft Area Plan



Notable Topics

• Land use category updates
• Adding density along transit corridors
• USH 51 S Stoughton Road design

• Impacts on land use recommendations
• Missing sidewalks in residential neighborhoods
• Pedestrian safety: 

• Thompson Rd, Milwaukee/Walbridge, Buckeye, others
• Transit: N/S route gap, access to La Follette, employment
• Parks & Open Space



• Proposing to add a new land use category – MR1
• Will remove asterisks that caused confusion
• This will start with SE and SW Area Plans

Current chart

Proposed chart

LU&T – Residential Changes



LU&T – Residential Uses 
NEW!



LU&T – Mixed-Use



LU&T – Non-Residential Uses



LU&T – Density along transit corridors

Milwaukee St

Cottage Grove Rd

Buckeye Rd



LU&T – USH 51 Design Impacts
45 MPH, limited access future land uses 35 MPH, urban boulevard future land uses



LU&T – Missing sidewalks in residential areas

• Sidewalk policy education
• No longer assessed to 

individual property owners
• Work with Traffic Engineering on 

ways to save trees while adding 
sidewalks

• Prioritize locations for sidewalk 
improvements 



LU&T – Pedestrian safety
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Intersection Improvement Needed
• Milwaukee Street Intersections
• Swanton @ Thompson
• Buckeye @ 51  
• Pflaum @ 51
• Buckeye Rd Intersections
• Other High injury locations

Corridor Improvement Needed
• Thompson Drive



LU&T – Transit

N/S Route Gap
Community Feedback:
• La Follette High School transit service 

needs improvement.
• Employment areas east of USH 51 

corridor need improved transit 
access. 

• Improvements to bus stop amenities



Green & Resilient

• Parks Development Planning 2026:
• Will focus on over 20 parks in the planning area.
• Engagement efforts will aim to better 

understand local desires, challenges, and 
opportunities.

• Your involvement:
• All comments and suggestions are 

welcomed and encouraged.
• Your feedback will directly influence both 

individual park projects and broader regional 
planning strategies.

• City Forestry  - Increase Overall Tree Canopy



More information

Email: southeastareaplan@cityofmadison.com
Webpage: www.cityofmadison.com/southeastplan

Southeast Area Plan Website 
• Sign up for email list
• Project resources
• Contact project staff

Give feedback on draft actions:
• See full list of draft actions
• Provide comments and feedback

Webpage: https://plans.cityofmadison.com/southeast-
area-draft-actions
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Timeline



Staying Engaged

Email: southeastareaplan@cityofmadison.com
Webpage: www.cityofmadison.com/southeastplan

• Sign up for email list
• Project resources
• Contact project staff

mailto:southeastareaplan@cityofmadison.com
https://www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/planning/southeast-area-plan/3935/
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