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City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1)

I. Name of Bullding or Site

= TR

(1) Common
YBuell's Folly®

e s

(2} Historic (if applicable)

Charles

v e R

Edwin Buesll house
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I1. Location

(1) Street Address
115 Ely Place

(2) Ward (available @ City Clerk)
10% gldermanic Distriet

I11. Classification

Building (house)

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etec.)

(2) Zoning District
EZ

(3) Present Use

et

Iv.

Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor’'s office)

(1)

Name(s)
Mr. Robert P. Meyer

(2) Street Address

115 Eiy Place

=

V. legal Description (available at

{3) Telephone Number
Z38-6944
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City Assessor's office)

(1) Parcel Number

{2) Legal Description

VI. Condition of Property

(1) Physical Condition {excellent,

Good (needs maintenance and attention te the exterior)

good, fair, deteriorated, ruins)

Balloon frame, shingled surface.

(2) Altered or Unaltered? (3) Moved or Original Site?
Unaltered Original Site
(4) Wall Construction

(5)

On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words),




City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2)

VI.{(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and
Appearance:

The Charles Edwin Buell house is a massive two-andpone-hal f-stery frame
house uniformly covered with a layer of exterior shingles om both the walls
and roof, Buwilt in 1884, it was the first house in the University Heightas
plat and was sited with a commanding view to the north, The main facade
faces Ely Place and the Eugene C. Gilmore house asress the street, designed
by Frank Lloyd Wright and built in 1808, The dominating feature of this
elevation is the projecting central element crowned by an open gable. The
rest of the roof om this house im a hipped roof of relatively steep pitch
for the style and period., Tha dominating slement of the north facade of
the house is a round tower with a conical reof surrounded, at the first
fleor, but a one-story eircular porch, The house remts om a rusticated smooth
stone foundation, ‘ ‘

Stylistically, the house is eme of the best examples of the Shingle
Style in Madison. The Shingle Style was an outgrowth of the Barlier Cueem
Anne style, and was developed in the Bast, It2 most characteristic slements
are a uniform covering of shimgles cowbined with rusticated stone foundationsg
hipped roofs with broad gable emds as design elewments; gnd a simplified
and unornamented quality compared ¢¢ the Queen Anne., In the Midwest, the
Shingle Style was common in the 1880°z im to the twemtleth century. The
decads of the 1890's in Wiscomsin is the ome in which it most froguently waa
found, -

In appearance, the house is still mush like it was origivrally. In
terms of conditiom, however, it apparently is in need of maintenance and some
repairs,




City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3
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VI1. Significance

(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use
Charles Edwin Buell Singlo-family rosidence

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Axchitectural Style
Conover and Porter, Madisom Shingle Style

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Matexrials Used
1894 Neone

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the .
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words.

VIII. List o£ Bib1i0graphic&1 References Used

l. Wisconsin State Journal, Madison Past and Present (1902)
Scully, Vincent, The Shingle Style, New Haven (1055)
2. Interview with Chas. Buells daughter.

« U.W. Archives, Science Hall file,

. "Pen & Sunlight Sketches of Duluth, Superior & Ashland,” Phoenix Publishing
Company, Chicago (1892}, ‘
‘Wright, Frank Lloyd, An Autobiograply, New York (1943)

Capital Times, May 24, 1929 (A.D. Conover obituary)

-

s

"Wisconsin: Itlis History and Its People,® S.J. Clarke Pub, Co.,
Chicago (1924) Vol 4, pp. 566-71,
» Letter from Julian D. Conover, January 23, 1967,
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[September 28, 1973)



City of Madison lLandmarke Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATIOM FORM (4)

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to
Designation Criceria:

The Charles Edwin Buell house, once known as "Buell's Folly," conforms
to the third criterion among those adopted by the Landmarks Commission and in-
coporated into Madison General Ordinances 33.01. It may alse conform to the
second and fourth criteria, but would do so less convineingly.

The house was designed by the architeetural firm [Allan D.] Conover and
[Lew Forster] Porter for Charles Bdwim Buell, and built im 1894. The client
was a prominent Madison attorney amnd edusater berm in Sun Prairie in 1855
whe died in 1938. Buell graduated from the University of Wiscomsin in 1878
and entered the field of education, in which he organized Middleton Eigh
School. In 1883 he graduated from the U,W, Law Schoel, and practiced law fer
the rest of his life. He was engaged im private practise whem he built this
nouse, which was the firat to be comsiructed in University Helghta.

Allan D, Conover, the architect, is perhaps mest recegmized because he
was the first¢ architectural empleyer of the youthful Frank Lloyd Wright. Wright
mentions Conover in his Autoblegraphy (p. 57), where Wright noted he "got a
little actual contact with...construction,” while working om the construction
of Science Hall. Conover alse employed Leuis Ward Claude during his temure
at the University, and both Claude and Wright went on to work for Louis Henri
Sullivan in Chicago. '

Conover is also knowm {0 students of Wisconsin because he was ene of the
mest important architects im the state during the ocritical 1880°%s amd 1890's
period when much construction was undertaken. He opened am office im Ashland
in 1801, and it became the largest firm in northern Wiscomsin, He alsoe had
& branch office in Fond du Lac for & short peried. His main office, however,
always wag in Madison, where he built the University Armery amd Gymnasium
in 1894, and the Dane County Courthouse, simee demolizhed, in additiom to
Science Hall. In Ashland and Madisom, Conever amnd Porter designed numerous
residences, many in the Shingle Style, many in Queen Anme, including the
Agriculture Dean's house at 10 Babeock Drive., He was Dearn of the School of
Engineering at the University for many years, in which capacity he became
acquainted with Wright.

As perhaps the foremoat local exponent of the Shimgle Style, a eritical
style in the eveolution of modern American architeeciure, Ceonover must be
congidered one of Madison's most importamt architects., Due to his wide-
renging practiece throughout Wisconsim, which inecluded the demign of many
major Richardsonian Romanesque buildings, his importamse really is statewide,
The Buell house is & major monument im the practice of this native Madisonian
who seemed to have a facility for influemeing young mem, like Wright and
Claude, who were om their way te establishing their own endurimg careers,




