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Housekeeping

• This meeting will be recorded (through the end of the presentation) and 
posted to  www.cityofmadison.com/WestPlan
By continuing to be in the meeting, you are consenting to being 
recorded

• Please keep mic and video off until after presentation

• Use “Raise Hand” for questions and comments in the discussion groups 
after the presentation

• Can use Chat if you have technical issues

http://www.cityofmadison.com/WestPlan
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Chat



Agenda

• Area Plans / Planning Framework – Brief Recap
• Assets, Issues, Opportunities Summary
• Feedback Thus Far
• Underlying Plans Review 
• Development of Recommendations
• Planning Process & Timeline
• Hear from you: questions, breakout discussion groups



Planning Framework
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Planning Framework – Area Plans will: 

• Cover the entire city
• Be established then updated each decade
• Include an emphasis on reaching residents and communities typically 

underrepresented in City processes
• Have increased coordination with City initiatives (Parks, Enginnering, etc.)
• Reduce the number of outdated and overlapping sub-area plans
• Area Plans guide physical changes



Park Development Plans

• A guide to park improvements 
planned in the coming 10 to 15 
years at Neighborhood and Mini 
Parks. Information included in 
these plans:

• Park’s existing conditions 
• Recent improvements
• Planned improvements
• Planned expansion, if any

• This planning process does not
include Community or 
Conservation parks. All comments 
on greenways must be directed to 
the City Engineering Division. 



Parks Community Survey Highlights

• Top activities include attending 
events/festivals, dog walking, 
gardening, hiking/walking, and nature 
viewing. 

• Survey participants said parks do not 
include enough facilities for: 
o Hiking/Walking (48.19%)
o Nature Viewing (46.25%)
o Pickleball (54.55%)
o Splash Parks (48.28%)
o Swimming (60.00%)
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Parks Community Survey Highlights

General themes received in comments 
from survey participants include: 
• Increased recreation activities for adults 

without children
• More opportunities for dog walking/off 

leash dog areas
• Support for passive recreation 

opportunities
• Water/shoreline access
• Expand native areas/minimize mowing
• Desire for increased connectivity

o Between parks and surrounding 
neighborhoods 

o Between park landsChildren (0-9) Adolescents
(10-19)

Adults (20-64) Seniors (65+)
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How do you feel Madison's existing park 
system, within the west planning area, 

meets the needs of the age groups 
below? View a map of the west planning 

area.
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Assets, Issues, Opportunities

OPPORTUNITIES ISSUES

Neighborhood Mixed-Use Housing Affordability

Density Connectivity

Supporting Local Business Owners Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety

Vision Zero

Sustainability in All Aspects

Interconnected Greenspace

Expand Community Involvement



Feedback Thus Far

• Virtual & In-Person public meetings: February-March 2023 (~200 
people)

• Interactive Commenting Map: ~450 comments
• Community Survey: ~350 comments through end of May
• Open House: 100+ people
• Community Partner outreach (ongoing)



Race Ethnicity Age Income

Demographics Comparison
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Feedback Thus Far: Land Use & Transportation

People want to see . . . People also want to see. . . 
Lower density/lower rise 
buildings

More mixed-use; 
Higher density development

Expanding bike paths;
Improved ped/bike safety; 
Connected greenways

No paths in greenways

More parking Prioritizing people - not cars;
Decrease car lanes



Feedback Thus Far: Neighborhoods & Housing; 
Green & Resilient; Health & Safety

• Health & Safety: safe and low crime listed as an area asset; reducing 
crime listed as a recommendation/concern

People want to see . . . People also want to see. . . 
More affordability Less subsidized housing
More diverse housing stock; 
Increased housing development Less multifamily development

Address stormwater runoff Maintaining greenway trees



• Mapped feedback . . .





Underlying Plans Review

• Include recommendations that the City 
has control over or can influence in 
West Plan

• Don’t Include Recommendations: 
o Where the City has little influence 

over implementation
o That are already implemented
o That conflict with current City Policy
o Adequately covered by existing City 

policies, programs, or ordinances
• What Happens to Underlying Plans?

• May consider retirement
• If not retired, the City will follow 

recommendations in West Area Plan 
and Comprehensive Plan if they differ 
with older plans

• Staff review of underlying plans is on 
project website

Note: does not show 2008 Southwest Neighborhood Plan, which partially overlaps the Odana Area, but focuses on 
land south of the Beltline.



DRAFT



DRAFT



North-South Bicycle Connection(s)

• Many people feel unsafe in a “regular” 
bike lane

• 2018 Comprehensive Plan strategy to 
“Expand and improve the city’s 
pedestrian and bicycle networks to 
enable safe and convenient active 
transportation.”

• Complete Green Streets Guide, adopted 
December 2022, emphasizes growing 
the city’s All Ages and Abilities bike 
network

• All Ages and Abilities = a continuous, low 
stress bicycle network (bikes are 
separated or buffered from car traffic)
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High Point Road

• Opportunities: 
o Improve access to: West Towne Path 

connection, Sauk Creek Park, and Haen
Family Park

o Integrate other changes to improve 
safety/slow traffic 

• Issues: 
o Speed and traffic  All Ages Abilities 

facility needs to be a protected bike 
facility, requiring removal of substantial 
amounts of on-street parking

o East-west connections are lacking north 
of Tree Lane 

o Winter maintenance of protected bike 
lane is resource intensive 

o Any bike facility will have dozens of 
driveway crossings



Sauk Creek Greenway

• Opportunities: 
o Improve access to nature, parks, 

neighborhoods (east-west)
o Create new north-south connection for 

biking & walking 
o More comfortable route than being on-

street (especially for youth)
o Winter maintenance easier than 

protected bike lanes
o Can overlap with maintenance path that 

needs to be constructed for stormwater 
channel 

• Issues: 
o May require additional tree removal
o More isolated – users may prefer to be 

on-street after dark



Sauk Creek Greenway

275 acres

Case study example: 
Pheasant Branch, Middleton

Case study example: 
Capital City Trail, Fitchburg

Case study example: 
Capital City Trail, Fitchburg



Westfield Road

• Opportunities: 
o Improve bike access to Walnut Grove 

Park, possibly Wexford Park

• Issues: 
oMinimum All Ages Abilities facility = 

buffered bike lane (requires removal 
of parking on one side + additional 
traffic calming)

oBuffered bike lanes can be cleared in 
winter but may not be as useable as a 
path



Plan Process

Kickoff meetings

Stakeholder Surveys



Parks Development Plan Timeline

• Community Survey: Closes 8/4/23
• Public Input Meeting: 8/8/23 from 2PM – 3PM (virtual)
• Drop-In Listening Session: Lussier Community Education Center, 

8/16/23 from 6PM – 8PM

Project Webpage: https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/park-
development-plans-west-area

Project Manager: Sarah Grimalkin, (608) 263-6850 or 
sgrimalkin@cityofmadison.com

https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/park-development-plans-west-area


Staying Engaged

• Sign up for our email list!
• Project resources
• Contact project staff

www.cityofmadison.com/WestPlan

http://www.cityofmadison.com/WestPlan


Breakout Room Discussions

• People will be assigned to breakout rooms.
• Meeting will not reconvene after breakout rooms; staff will compile feedback 

to share.
• Breakout rooms will be a facilitated discussion - please:

o Raise your hand to speak – staff will call on people in the order hands were raised.
o Be respectful of all attendees.
o Be succinct in your comments to allow everyone a chance to weigh in.

• Feel free to provide feedback on any topic, such as:
o Land use recommendations?
o Bicycle/pedestrian connections? 
o Neighborhood & Community parks? 
o Other recommendations?
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