City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1)

I. Name of Building or Site

(1) Common | (2) Historic (if applicable)
Plerce Houss Garnhart or Plerce ilouss

11. Location

(1) Street Address (2) Ward (available @ City Clerk)

424 North Pinckney Street

Ath werd e

Jemarrtags

I11. Classification

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.)

Bullding~--resldencs

(3) Present Use
apartment house

(2) Zoning District
- Fe

IV. Current Qwner of Property (available at City Assessor's office)
(1) Name(s)

James Korbd

(2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number
1244 Sherman Avenus ' 255-3020

(1) Parcel Number L (2) Legal Description _
o, ERIEINA Prar nwW FRT AR L8T § AML AL 26" gF nu BR’
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VI. Condition of Property

(1) Physical Condition gexcellent, good fair, deteriorated, ruins)

excellent
(2) Altered or Unaltered? (3) Moved or Original Site?
Exterior unaltered, but interior original
altarad ;

(4) vall Copstruction
Stone walls two feal, thick held by stesl pins.

(5) Op a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words),




City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2)

VI.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and

Appearance:
Thspgkchitectual stiyle of the Plerce house lg consideirad to bse

homanasoue according to a Wis. State Journal writer 1n 19328, Hetty
Cass. At one time this house was thought to be th most besutiful in
“edison with 1ts sweening lewns, ornate wrought lron from Swesden end
stables and bardn whilch were located behlind it. Originally, tue house ,
was built in a grove of butternut tress and the flrst owner was
Alexander 4. McDonald or Mclonnall who comrieslonsd ths erchltsctual
firn of Kutzbock and Lonnel to build 1t in 1858. They were instructed .
to tuild “the finest houss money could buy." kr. McDonald enjoysd
being the first resident of what w s lzter 10 bs known as "Big dug
Hi1l. It is said that the architsct designed the house to look like &
castle In Scotlend wlth beautifully arched vindows. From Carrara,ltaly,
came the marble for the flrsplucese and from vJvenlces the glass ovar ths
front door. The garved entrance door and buluster and reil of the
splral staircecse which vinds four flights from basement to supola are
s0lld mehorany and carved in Madison By a m&én named Grandfether Fred-
erickson. The sniral stalrcszse is supported. by a 3x5 stone pler in the'
basament . _ :

There originally wes a wroight iron fence zround the house, and
¢«1lso wooden sidewalis,

an snonywous writer in describing thse touse wrotae:

"As Donnsl bullt t’ is house, he used his designs from the capltole-
*he foyer of the housse 1e¢ similar to the corridors of the old capltol.
There 18 statuary nichee buillt into the walle outlined in gold leaf
and flower palntings on the wslle. The room on the left, which was the
living room ls a replice of the Assembly Chewmber; the handmoulded
lsef friez ¢ work and the high rosette medallion on the ceiling which
matchses thz one on the mantle are the same ¢s were in the Assembly
Chember. The room on thke right, which was the parlor, has a friezs
znd a celling medellion which replicates the Senate Chamber. Another
room on ths first floor is a replica of the Governor's Keception Foom.
In the o.'ginal house, the kitchen was in trne basement and the dining
room next to 1t. Before the other houses were bullt around 1t, 424
had @ barn behind 1t. » tunnsl connected the house ané ths barn 80
that occup nts could bs cafe from such dengers as Indian attzcks."

There oririnal’y was a total of 21 rooms in the house,




City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3~
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VII, Significance
(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use
Alexander A. McDonald or lMcbonnel}l private home
(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style
Samuel Hunter Donnel and , \f .
August Kutzbock Romar.escue E ‘c"b‘""l“‘qb'ﬂ"‘c'amoj
(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used
1858 Prairie du Chien sandstone

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the
 nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria
L of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words.

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used

l.sanonymous writer, A brief History of 424 North Finckney
1] i}
2, Wigconsin Statedourr.el, Madison Day by Day, by Betty Cass, Oct,.
1938.
3. Doan, Jeffrsy and Custer, Frank, "Sandstone and Buffalo hobes,"
City Planning Dept., 1969.

&
Holmes, Wiscongln, "%isconsin in the Fire Arts," Vol. II., pp.
564—5(55 ®

. Wisconsin S8tate Journsl, Alexius Baasg, June 22, 1947.
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IX. Form Prepared By:

{1) Name and Title
Iois 3toler (Mre. lorton Stoler,) Magter of Seclence

(2) Orpanization Represcnted (1if any)

-

(3) Address N | (4) Telephone Number
1129 Frisch Kd. 2712548

(5) Late Nomination Form Was Prepared
' Lpril 2, 1971
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City of Madison Landmarks Commission
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4)

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to
Designation Criteria:

the Plarce house dessrvaes to be nominated as a Madlison landmark und
items 1, 2 and 3 of the desf\ynetion criteria.

iolmes's Volume II History of Wiscdnsin states:

"Madison's most berutiful home from an architectual point of view
s the ho 'se at the soYthwest corner of «, Gllman and N. Pinckney 5t.
Variously ‘movn a&s the Garnhart or Plerce houss, it was built as a
residence in 1858 for Alexander A. McDonnell, contractor for the
sscond Bta.e Capltol, who 1s saild to have brought skilled Italien
etone cutters from the rast to make 1ts beautiful stone carvings. &
cireculear stalrway le~ding to the top floor 24ded to 1ts sgually besut-
1ful intertior. 1In its delicete and ornate carvings and tracerles 1t wad
Madison's nearest approech to an “architectual dream." .

The booklet "Sandstones and Buffalo Fotes," forther states,

"The house is full of discoveries. Its large double windows
incorporats a wooden version of Gothic plate tracery and the side pedi-
ments contain quatrsefoll windows. Parallel rows of corbsl tables run
under a roof line formed by three intersscting gable roofs. At ths corr
are vestiglal medlaeval bastions resembling large torches. The house id
trimmed with Intricate wrought ironwork and the whole package isg ?
topped off with an octar onal Italienats cupcla. Inside, a supsrb spiraj}
stalrway soars from the basement to the cupola."

Mr. Oscar Jensen, 8 former owner of the Plerce house has photow
graphs of e interior tefore it was remodelad.

In 1868 the house was s0ld to the Garrhart family and one of the
Garnhert «irls( there were five) married a Justice of the Wisconsin
supreme Court named Orssmus Cole and they lived in the house until
1887. In that year Sarah Fairchild Dsan Conover, sister of the Kep-
ublican governor, Lucius Falrchild, moved into the house with her
husband wio was a professor of Greek at the University of Wisconsin,.

The house wase the scsne of wany slegant dinners and receptions. Earah’%

brother, Charlss owned the house for a few years, and then in 1900
it wae s0ld to the Griffith family. They vere the last femily to 1ive
In 1t because in 1906 1t was 8019 to Carrie L. Plerce and she turned it
into a rooming house filled with many inter«sting peopls. In 1938
Jr. Uscar Jensen bought the house and 1%t wee he who remodeled it into

apartments, slthough he trled to keep as much ar posslble., For instance

the parlor doors were gealed into the walle with the keys in cace
the house should ons dey be restorsd. In 1955 t-e house was sold to
Orlando HRlcherds, and he sold 1t in 1957 tc Helesn Oaklend. In 1967
Mrs. Oskl:nd sold it tc¢ James L. XKorb.
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