
City of Madi.son Landmarks Connnission 
LANDMARK$ AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 1) 

I. Name of Building or Site 

( 1) CollUllon (2) Historic (if applicable) 
Pierce House Garnhart or Pierce douse 

I I . wcation 

( 1) Street Address ( 2) Ward (available@ City Clerk) 

424 North Pinckney 3treet • 4th ward 
:,0,'/t(( 

III. Classification 

( 1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.) 

Bu1lding---residence 

( 2) Zoning District 
'1?6 

(:3) Present Use 
apartment house 

IV. Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office) 

( 1) Name(s) 
James Korb 

( 2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number 
1244 Sherman Avenue 255-3020 

v. Legal Description (available at City Assessor's office) 

( 1) Paree l. Number (2) Legal Description 
2• '~r Nw fg' 

1 ,, ,(. 070'{ 
b/?'601-1; Pl~l NW f?fl' 4,: l.bT 8 ,,4µ1,; ,Vl 

C ·//··./ ,,,.. i.t>r q 13,vc~ 93. 

VI. Condition of Property 

( 1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
excellent 

( 2) Altered or Unattered? (3) Mov,?d or Origina 1 Site? 
Exterior unaltered, but interior orie-inal 

!'11 ....... ,..,.....::i 

(4) ;·all Construction 

Stone walls two fee1, thick held by stee:•. p1.ns. . 

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
phys ica 1 cons true tion a.nd appearance ( l lmit 500 words). 

City of Madi.son Landmarks Connnission 
LANDMARK$ AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 1) 

I. Name of Building or Site 

( 1) CollUllon (2) Historic (if applicable) 
Pierce House Garnhart or Pierce douse 

I I . wcation 

( 1) Street Address ( 2) Ward (available@ City Clerk) 

424 North Pinckney 3treet • 4th ward 
:,0,'/t(( 

III. Classification 

( 1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.) 

Bu1lding---residence 

( 2) Zoning District 
'1?6 

(:3) Present Use 
apartment house 

IV. Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office) 

( 1) Name(s) 
James Korb 

( 2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number 
1244 Sherman Avenue 255-3020 

v. Legal Description (available at City Assessor's office) 

( 1) Paree l. Number (2) Legal Description 
2• '~r Nw fg' 

1 ,, ,(. 070'{ 
b/?'601-1; Pl~l NW f?fl' 4,: l.bT 8 ,,4µ1,; ,Vl 

C ·//··./ ,,,.. i.t>r q 13,vc~ 93. 

VI. Condition of Property 

( 1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
excellent 

( 2) Altered or Unattered? (3) Mov,?d or Origina 1 Site? 
Exterior unaltered, but interior orie-inal 

!'11 ....... ,..,.....::i 

(4) ;·all Construction 

Stone walls two fee1, thick held by stee:•. p1.ns. . 

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
phys ica 1 cons true tion a.nd appearance ( l lmit 500 words). 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1) 

I. Name of Building or Site 

( 1) Common (2) Historic (if applicable) 
Pierce House Garnhart or Pierce iouse 

II. Location 

(1) Street Address ( 2) Ward (available @ City Clerk) 

424 North Pinckney street 4th ward 
7.r275% 

III. Classification 

( 1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.) 

Building---residence 

(2) Zoning District 
Ea 

(3) Present Use 
apartment house 

IV. Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office) 

(1) Name(s) 
James Korb 

(2) Street Address ( 3 ) Telephone Number 
1244 Sherman Avenue 255-3020 

V. Legal Description (available at City Assessor's office) 

Parcel Number (1) 
� �� '/ - 0704 

(2) Legal Description 
oR&wA; Pt4? N w ?g' s r Lo7 ? AWL VI 26'0r N/ Pg' 

&7c-, er or � Bicek 73, 

VI. Condition of Property 

( 1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
excellent 

( 2) Altered or Unaltered? ( 3 ) Moved or Original Site? 
Exterior unaltered, but interior original 

� altavaa 

(4) c'all Construction 
Stone walls two feet, thick hold by steel pins. � 

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words). 

8 



City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES ~OMINATION FORM (2) 

Vl.(5) Describe Present and Original Physic~l Construction and 
Appearance: 

The architectuel style of the Pierce h11use is conside10d to be : 
homanasque according to a Wis. State JournaJ. wrl ter in 1938, cietty 
Cass. At one time this house was thoufht to be th most beautiful ln 
i•,a.d ison 1'-'i th its swees1ing la.1-·ns, ornate wrourht ir·on from Sweden a.nd 
stables and bardn which were located behind 1 t. 0ri['inally, t:1e house , 
was built in a grove of butternut tre,.ss and the flr·st owner ware; 
Alexander I,. VicDonald OJ' Mcuonnell who com·,<.esioned the a.1·chltectu,,1 
firn of Kutzbock an:l Donnel to build it in J.858. They were instructed 
to Lulld 11 the finest house money could buy. 11 i,,r, McDonald enjoysd. 
beine- the first r·esident of 1•:hat w s l,;ter 1,o be lcnown as 11 B1E dug . 
Hill. It is said that L1 e architect desi[:'n"d tl1e house to look like a • 
castle in Scotlend 1,ith beautifully 2rched v'indows. From Carrar·a)Italy; 
c~me the mRrble for the firepl2cee and from Jenice the glass ovGr the 
front door. The 111:a.nred ent1 a.nee door and b,,luster and rail of the 
spirlll stairc8He which ,·lnds four flights fl'Om ba.sement to supola. et e 
solid maho:·any and carvE,d in 1-iadic-on by a mien named Grandf&ther Fred­
er·ickson. The B">iral s1.a.lrcase ls suppor·te<'. by a 3x5 stone pier in the' 
basement. 

Tilers orlrinally w,.s a wro"fht ir·on fence ar·o :nd the house, and 
t·lso woojen sidewal'.:s. 

An ,:nonyrn.,u s wri te1· in describing the 1-ouse wrote: 
"As Donnel bull t t' is house, he used h1 s desie:ns from the capitol ... 

~he foyer Jf the house 1e similar· to t 11e corridors of the old capitol. 
There is statuary nlchee built into the walJs outlined in gold leaf 
Pnd flower paintin!';S on the walls. The roon•. on the left, which was the 
living roo~ ls a repllc& of the Assembly ChEmber; the hanjmoulded 
leaf frieze work and tte high rosette medallion on the ceiling which 
matches th 3 one on the 1r;entle are the same cs were in the Assembly 
Chember. The room on tre rie-ht, which was the parlor, ha.s a frieze 
:,nd 8. ceiling medallion which replicates thE SenEJte Chamber. Another 
room on tln first floor is a replica of the Governor's Reception Room. 
In the o. 'final hou!le, the kitchen wa.s in t,,e basement and the dln1ne: 
room next to it. Before the other houses were built around it, 424 
lwcl e barn bohind 1 t. " tunnel connected the house and th,J barn so 
that occup,nts could be safe from such dengers ae Indian attacks." 

The10 orir·lnal'y was a total of 21 rooms in the house. 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2) 

■ «.tr .wwiiiuijr i 

VI.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and 
Appearance: 

The architectual style of the Pierce ho u s e is considered to be 
homanasoue according to a Wis. State Journal writer 1n 1938, 5tty 
Cass. At one time this house was thought to be th most beautiful in 
Madison vith its sweeping lawns, ornate wrought iron from Sweden and 
stables and bardn which were located behind it. Originally, tae house � 
was built in a grove of butternut tress and the first owner was 
Alexander A. McDonald or Mconnell vho comr'.ssloned th architectual 
firn of Kutzbock and Donnel to build it in � 858. They were instructed 
to tuild "the finest house money could buy." 

r. meDonald _enjoyd 
being the first resident of vhat w s later to be known as "Big bug 
H1l1. It is said that t ' e architect designed the house to look like a 
castle in Scotland with beautifully arched vindows. From Carrara,Italy, 
came the marble for the fireplaces and from /nice tho glass ovcr the 
front door □ The sarved entrance door and baluster and rail of the 
spirel staircase which vinds four flights from basement to supole are 
solid mahorany and carved in Madison by a men named Grandfather Fred­
erickson. Tho s iral staircas is supportec. by a 3x5 stone pier in tho' 
basement• 

Thero originally wes a wrought iron fence around the house, and 
elso wooden sidewalks. 

An anonymous writer in d escribing the louse wrote: 
"As Donnel built t'is house, ho used his designs from tho capitol.­

+he foyer of the house le similar to the corridors of the old capitol. 
There is statuary niches built into the walls outlined i n gold leaf 
and flower paintings on the walls. The ro om on the left, which was the 
living roon is a replica of the Assembly Chember; the handmoulded 
leaf friez e work and tte high rosette medallion on the ceiling which 
matches th � one on tho mentle are the same ss were in the Assembly 
Chamber. The room on the right, wh i ch was the parlor, has a frieze 
snd a coiling medallion which replicates the Senate Chamber. Another 
room on th first floor is a replica of the Governor's Reception Room. 
In tho o iginal house, the kitchen was in toe basement and the dining 
room next to it. Bfore the other houses were built around it, 424 
had a barn behind it. � tunnal connected th house and the barn so 
that occupnts could be safe from such dang e rs as Indian attacks." 

Thero oririnal y was a total of 21 rooms in the house. 



City of Madison Landmark:, Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 'l \ ' 

VII. Significance 
( 1) Original Owner ( 2) Original Use 

Alexe.nd,3r A. McDonald or Mc Donne· l pr·1 va. te home 

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 
Samuel 11unter Donnel a.nd 

Roma.r.esc;ue [\Ii e,"tx-'10..L\~-f{.,le,Jl'IJ AUFUBt Kutzbock 

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1858 Prair1<c du Chien sandstone 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe che significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance co the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (:33.01),limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used 

l.,monymous writer, f:. brief History of 424 No.r..!J1 Pinckney 
ti ti 

2. Wisconsin StateJourr.al, Madison Da.y by lJay, by Betty Cass, Oct. 
1938. 

3. Doan, ,Jeffrey nnd Custer, F'rank, "sandstone and Buffalo hobes, II 
c 1 ty Planni ne Dept•, 1969. 

4. ' • Holmes, Wisconsin, 11 \-1;1scons1n tn the r'ir .. e Arts, II \fol. II. , pp. 
5. 564-565. 

6. Wisconsin State Journal, Alexius Baas, ,rune 22, 1947. 

7. 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

( 1) Name and Title 
Loi fl C::toler (Mrs. tlorton Stoler,) M~H:t el of Science 

( 2) Organization Repres,mted (if any) 

-· 
(3) Address (4) Tel•~r,hone Number 

1129 Fr·isch Rd, 2'j -2548 
' 

(5) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 
hpr-11 2, 1971 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 3 1 

VII. Significance 
� 

(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use 
Alexander A. McDonald or Mc Donne 1 private home 

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 
Samuel Hunter Donnel and 

Roneroenu [Ni etranq ie"of August Kutzbock 

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1858 Prairie du Chien sandstone 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe he significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance co the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used 

l.Anonymous writer, A brief History of 424 North Fincknay 
1t it 

2. Wisconsin StateJourr.al, Madison Day by Day, by Betty Cass, Oct � 
1938. 

"Sandstone 3. Doan, Jeffrey ana Custer, Frank, and Buffalo hobos, II 

City Planning Dept•, 1969. 
4. 

Holms, Wisconsin, "Wisconsin in the Fir.e Arts, 94 Vol � II., pp � 
5. 564-565% 

6. Wisconsin State Journal, Alexius Baas, June 22, 1947. 

7 � 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

(1) Name and Title 
Lo1s Stoler (Mrs. l'orton Stoler,) Ma�te Of Science 

(2) Organization Represented ( if any) 

.., 

(3) Address ( 4) Telep\gne Number 
1129 Frisch Rd � 271-2548 

(5) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 
4pril 2, 1971 

https://StateJourr.al


City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND I.ANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (!,) 

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to 
Designation Criteria: 

~he P'.Lerce hvuBe des,3rves to be nominated as a Madison landrnad, un, er 
items 1, 2 and 3 of the des~nation criteria. 

iiolmes's Volume II History of Wiscilinsin states: 
11i'ladi:ion' s most berutiful home fr·om an arc hi t9ctua1 point of' view 

is the ho :,e at the southwest corner of .11,. Gilman and N. Pinckney St, . 
Variously 'mo1-·n as t 1,e Garnhart or Pierce house, it war. built as a 
residence :rn Hl58 for Alexander A. McDonnell, contractor for the 
sec:md ita:;e Capitol, who is said to have brought skill_ed Italian 
stone cutt,irs from the ~-ast to mak,l its beautiful fltone carvine:s. A 
circule.r ssairway lGPclirf to the top floor ac1ded to its equally beaut­
iful intsrlor, In its delicate and ornate carvings and traceries it 1-:a1 
Madison's nearest approecb to an 11 architectual dresm. 11 

The booklet "sandstones and Buffalo Botes," f·,rther states, 
"The house is full of discoveries. Its large. double windows 

lncorporat,, a. wooden version of Gothic plate tracery and the side pedi­
ments conta.in quatrefoil windows. Parallel rows of corbel tables run 
under a roof llne formed by three intersecting e-able roofs. At the corr ers 
are vestig:lal mediaeval bastions resembling larfe torches. The house ii 
trimmed with intricate wrought ironwork and the whole package is 
topped off ¥1th an oc ta. onal Italianate cupola. Inside, a superb spira. 
stairway s,rnrs from the basement to the cupola." 

Mr. 0:,car Jensen, a former owner of the .Pier·ce house has photo­
graphs of ~,e interior before it was remodeled. 

In li?-68 the house was sold to the Garr,ha.rt family and one of the 
Garnhart .,cirls( there were five) married a justice of the Wisconsin 
Supreme CDurt na:ned Orasmus Cole and they lived in the house until 
1887. In that year .Sar·ah Fairchild Dean Conover, sister of the fl.ep­
ublica.n governor, Lucius Fairchild, moved into the house with her 
husband w10 was a professor of Greek at the University of Wisconsin. 
The house was t'1e scene of many eleeant dinners and receptions. Sarah's 
brother, Ghar-las owned the house for a few years, and then in 1900 
it we.r· sold to the Griffith family. They ~ere the last family to live 
in it bee wso in 1906 1 t was sold to Carrie L • .Pierce and she turned 1 t 
lnto a r0omlnf house filled with many 1nterest1ne- people. In 1938 
~r. uscer- Jensen bOUfht the house and it was he who remodeled it into 
apar·t,nent,3, olthoursh he tried to keep as much a, possible. For instance 
the parlor doors wore sealed into the wallE with the keys in caee 
the house shuuld one day be restored. In 1955 t~e house was sold to 
Orl,c;ndo Rlch,,rds, 11nd he sold it in 1957 to Helen Oakland. In 1967 
l½rs. Oakl,,nd sold it tc Ja.mes L. Korb. 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND I.ANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (!,) 

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to 
Designation Criteria: 

~he P'.Lerce hvuBe des,3rves to be nominated as a Madison landrnad, un, er 
items 1, 2 and 3 of the des~nation criteria. 

iiolmes's Volume II History of Wiscilinsin states: 
11i'ladi:ion' s most berutiful home fr·om an arc hi t9ctua1 point of' view 

is the ho :,e at the southwest corner of .11,. Gilman and N. Pinckney St, . 
Variously 'mo1-·n as t 1,e Garnhart or Pierce house, it war. built as a 
residence :rn Hl58 for Alexander A. McDonnell, contractor for the 
sec:md ita:;e Capitol, who is said to have brought skill_ed Italian 
stone cutt,irs from the ~-ast to mak,l its beautiful fltone carvine:s. A 
circule.r ssairway lGPclirf to the top floor ac1ded to its equally beaut­
iful intsrlor, In its delicate and ornate carvings and traceries it 1-:a1 
Madison's nearest approecb to an 11 architectual dresm. 11 

The booklet "sandstones and Buffalo Botes," f·,rther states, 
"The house is full of discoveries. Its large. double windows 

lncorporat,, a. wooden version of Gothic plate tracery and the side pedi­
ments conta.in quatrefoil windows. Parallel rows of corbel tables run 
under a roof llne formed by three intersecting e-able roofs. At the corr ers 
are vestig:lal mediaeval bastions resembling larfe torches. The house ii 
trimmed with intricate wrought ironwork and the whole package is 
topped off ¥1th an oc ta. onal Italianate cupola. Inside, a superb spira. 
stairway s,rnrs from the basement to the cupola." 

Mr. 0:,car Jensen, a former owner of the .Pier·ce house has photo­
graphs of ~,e interior before it was remodeled. 

In li?-68 the house was sold to the Garr,ha.rt family and one of the 
Garnhart .,cirls( there were five) married a justice of the Wisconsin 
Supreme CDurt na:ned Orasmus Cole and they lived in the house until 
1887. In that year .Sar·ah Fairchild Dean Conover, sister of the fl.ep­
ublica.n governor, Lucius Fairchild, moved into the house with her 
husband w10 was a professor of Greek at the University of Wisconsin. 
The house was t'1e scene of many eleeant dinners and receptions. Sarah's 
brother, Ghar-las owned the house for a few years, and then in 1900 
it we.r· sold to the Griffith family. They ~ere the last family to live 
in it bee wso in 1906 1 t was sold to Carrie L • .Pierce and she turned 1 t 
lnto a r0omlnf house filled with many 1nterest1ne- people. In 1938 
~r. uscer- Jensen bOUfht the house and it was he who remodeled it into 
apar·t,nent,3, olthoursh he tried to keep as much a, possible. For instance 
the parlor doors wore sealed into the wallE with the keys in caee 
the house shuuld one day be restored. In 1955 t~e house was sold to 
Orl,c;ndo Rlch,,rds, 11nd he sold it in 1957 to Helen Oakland. In 1967 
l½rs. Oakl,,nd sold it tc Ja.mes L. Korb. 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4) 

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to 
Designation Criteria: 

±he Pierce hous deserves to be nominated as a Madison landmark under 
itms 1, 2 and 3 of the des@ynation criteria. 

iiolmes's Volume II Hi1story of Wiscansin states: 
"Madison ' s most begutiful home from en arch itectual point of view 

is tho ho se at the so}lhwest corner of ±, Gilman and N. Pinckney St. 
Variously non as the Garnhart or Pierce house, it was built as a 
residence in 1858 for Alexander A. McDonnell, contractor for the 
second @ta.e Capitol, who is said to have brought skilled Italian 
stone cutters from the cast to make its beautiful stone carvings. A 
circular stairway leading to the top floor added to its equally beaut-
1ful interior. In its delicate and ornate carvings ana traceries it was 
Madison's nearest _approech to an " architectual dream.} 

Ibe booklet " Sandstones and Buffalo Rotes, " forthor states, " The house is full of discoveries. Its large double windows 
incorporate a wooden version of Gothic plate tracery and the side pedi­
ments contain quatrefoil windows. Parallel rows of corbel tables r un 
under a roof line formed by three intersecting gable roofs. At the corders 
are vestiglal mediaeval bastions resembling large torches. The house is 
trimmed with intricate wrought ironwork and the whole package is 
topped off vith an octa onal Italianate cupola. Inside, a superb spiral 
stairway soars from the basement to the cupola." 

Mr. Oscar Jensen, a former owner of the Pierce house has photo­
graphs of the interior before it was remodeled. 

In 1868 the house was sold to the Garnhart family and one of the 
Garnhart girls( there were five) married a justice of the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court named Orasmus Cole and they livd in the house until 
1887. In that year Sarah Fairchild Dan Conover, sister of the Rep­
ublican governor, Lucius Fairchild, moved into the house with her 
h usband wao was a professor of Greek at the University of Wisconsin. 
The house was the scsne of many elegant dinners and receptions. Sarah'

[s 
brother, Charls owned the house for a few years, and then in 1900 
it war solo to the Griffith family. They vore the last family to live 
in it becauso in 1906 1t was sold to Carrie L. Pierce and she turned it 
into a roomin house filled with many interesting people. In 1938 
ir. vscar Jenson bought the house and it wee he who remodeled it into 
apartments, although he tried to keep as much a possible. For instanclo 
tho parlor doors wore sealed into the walls with the keys in case 
the house should ons dey be restored. In 1955 the house was sold to 
Orlando Richards, and he sold it in 1957 to Helen Oakland. In 1967 
Mrs. Oakl=nd sold it to James L. Korb. 


