
City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( l) 

I . Name of Building or Site 

( 1) Common (2) Historic (if applicable) 

Ke,,nan House Nanoleon Bonaoart Van Slvke Hous e -
II. Location 

( 1) Street Address (2) Ward (available@ City Clerk) 

28 ~. Gilman Gt. 4th 

III. Classification 

( 1) Type of Property (building, monument, .park, etc.) . 

Building-residence 

( 2) Zoning District (3) Present Use 

anartments 

IV. Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office) 

( 1) Name(s) 

Miss Cornelia Derr 

(2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number 

28 .e., Gilm~- ?<:;c:;_,PnQ 

V. Legal Description (available at City Assessor's office) 

( 1) Parcel Number (2) Legal Description 

VI. Condition of Property 

( 1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
good condition 

(2) Altered or Unaltered? (3) Moved or Original Site? 

Interior altered "-·~,-~, 
(4) Wall Construction 

Milwaukee pressed brick 3 feet thick 
' 

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
ohvsical construction and apoearance (limit 500 words). • 
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City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1) 

I. Name of Building or Site 

(l) Common 
Keenan House 

II. Location 
(1) Street Address 

28 s, Gilman St. 

III. Classification 

(2) Historic (if applicable) 

Napoleon Bonapart Van Slyke Houska 

(2) Ward (available @ City Clerk) 

4th 

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.) 
Builuing-residence 

(2) Zoning District (3) Present Use 

apartments 

IV. Current Owner of Property (available at City Assessor's office) 
(1) Name(s) 

Miss Cornelia Derr 

(2) Street Address 

28 • Gilman 

(3) Telephone Number 

255-1898 
V. Legal Description (available at City Assessor ' s office) 

(1) Parcel Number (2) Legal Description 

VI. Condition of Property 

(1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
good condition 

(2) Altered or Unaltered? 

Interior altered 
(4) Wall Construction 

Milwaukee pressed brick 

(3) Moved or Original Site? 

Original 

3 feet thick 

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words). 



City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2) 

VI.(S) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and 
Appearance: 

The Keenem House, located at 28 ;,; • Gilman St., was bu 11 t in 1858, 
the same y~ar as the Pierce House directly across the street. It is 
the second house out of four to be considered for nominat1on, and is 

• "B H 11 11 part of the early ar1storcat1c area once known as 1g Bug i • 
The Keenan House was originally built for a bank president and 

pioneer resident of Madison, Napoleon Bonaparte Van Slyke. He or1g1na1 1ly 
came to Madi son from New York State for speculative financial rea'isons • 
Al thoufh he had a very mod est beginning and lost '.1 t fl father- when only 
nine years old, he rose to a well respected and weiiilthy status. 
He came to Madison in the spring of 1853 and organiz,ee. the Dane 
County Bank in 1854. He served as president of the bank until 1C59, 
Also, Mr. Van Slyke was a member of the first city council and helped 
organize various things needed in the city. For example, he helped 
section out Forest Hill Cemetary, purchase the city's first fire 
engine, etc. Between 1857 and 1858 he built three homes in Madison, 
all listed in the booklet, Sandstone and Buffalo Robes. 

For many yee.rs he was a regent of the Dniversi ty of Wisconsin 
and served as president of the Wioconsin Banker's Association. 

Althou[h Van Slyke had. the house built for him, he never lived 
in 1 t becou se his wife died before it was completed. James .HobtJins 
was the first person to live in it; he operated a floor mill on the 
Yahara Hiver. 

The oriflnal house was two stories hifh with a brick railing 
eround the second floor and corner stone posts or pillars. Large 
a;rched double wind.)WS face Ji:. Gilman St., and sine-le arched windows 
are located on the s1d•s. The windows on the balconey door are stalnec 
red. A cupolar is perched on top of the roof 1ihich is approximately 
8x8x8. Org,inally there was access to the cupola, but the opening was 
walled up during remodeling. Black wiought iron grill work encircles 
the roof which is tiled in black; the top of tho roof is tin. 1'he 
front porcb has oolumn bannisters and the walls throue-hout are thres 
feet thick. Most of the rooms have 12 feet high ceilings. The fir·st 
person to alter the house waF Chauncey Williams who added the French 
Mansard ro,)f in 1870. 

An a.'lv,H·t1sement for the Keenan House in the Wis. State Journal 
dated August 2, 1881 states: 11 For sale--Milwaukee pressed brick house, 
thre•:i stot ies hifh, 17 ro-.lms besides laundry, cellar and storae·e room. 
Gas, water and furnace. Also good swwage. ~This went into the lake). 
The house oripinally coat $35,000 to build. 1 

It w1rn· then purchased by Col. John Knight who not only was a life 
lonr: fri en~ of Sen. William Vilas, but also his law partner and neir,hbc r. 
Sen. Vilas s home located next door was demolished in 1963 for the 
insurance company. 

After Col. ,cnight Ma.gnus Swenson bought the house and then in 
1900 Dr. Keenan moved ln. In 1916 the house was used for sororities 
and. fraternities. It was converted into apartmE.nts some time aeo. 

;01. Knight bought the house for $14,000. 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2) 

VI.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and 
Appearance: 

The Keenan House, located at 28 • Gilman St., was built in 1858, 
the same ysar as tho Pierce House directly across the street. It is 
the second house out of four to be considered for nomination, and 1s 

, it part of the early aristorcatlc area once known as "Big Bug Hill. 
The Keenan Houso was originally built for a bank president and 

pioneer resident of Madison, Napoleon Bonaparte Van Slyke. He originally 
came to Madison from New York State for speculative financial reasons. 
Although he had a very modest beginning and lost his father when only 
nine years old, he rose to a well respected and wealthy status. 
He came to Madison in the spring of 1853 and organized the Dane 
County Bank in 1854, He served as president of the bank until 1859. 
Also, Mr. Van Slyke was a member of tho first city council and helped 
organize various things needed in the city. For example, he helped 
section out Forest Hill Cemetary, purchase the city's first fire 
engine, etc. Between 1857 and 1858 h built three homes in Madison, 
al1 listd in the booklet, Sandstone and Buffalo Robes. 

For many years he was a regent of tho University of Wisconsin 
and served as president of the Wisconsin Banker's Association. 

Although Van Slyke had the house built for him, he never lived 
in it because his wife died before it was completed. James Robbins 
was the f i rst person to live in it; he operated a floor mill on the 
Yahara River. 

The oricinal house was two stories high with a brick railing 
around the second floor and corner stone posts or pillars. Large 
arched double windows face E. Gilman St., and single arched windows 
are located on the sids• The windows on the balconoy door are stainec 
red. A cupolar is perched on top of the roof which is approximately 
8x8x8. Orginally there was access to the cupola, but the opening was 
walled up during remodeling. Black wrought iron grill work encircles 
the roof which is tiled in black; tho top of the roof is tin. The 
front porch has oolumn bannisters and the walls throughout are thres 
feet thick• Most of the rooms have 12 feet high ceilings. The first 
person to alter the house was Chauncey Williams who added the French 
Mansard roof in 1870. 

An advertisement for the Keenan House in the Wis. State Journal 
datod Augu st 2, 1881 states: "For sale--Milwaukee pressed brick house, 
thres stories high, l7 rooms besides laundry, cellar and storage room. 
Gas, water and furnace. Also g9od swwag@• ( This went into the l ake). 
The house originally cost $35,000 to build.' 

It was then purchased by Col. John Knight who not only was a life 
long friend of Son. William Vilas, but also hie law partner ana neighbdr. 
Sen. Vilas's home located next door was demolished in 1963 for tho 
insurance company. 

Af t or C ol. � night Magnus Swenson bought the house and then in 
1900 Dr. Keenan moved in• In 1916 the house was used for sororities 
and fraternities. It was converted into apartments some time ago. 

ol. Knight bought the house for $14,000. 



City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
IANDMARKS AND IANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 1 ) 

VII. Significance 

(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use 
Napoleon B, Van Slyke private residence 

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 

probably Kutzbock and Donnel 

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1858 Milw. pressed brick 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used 

l. Dean and Custer, Sandstone and Buffalo Robes. 19691. 

2. His tori of Dane Counti, 1906. 

3. Wis. State Journal, Alexius Baas column, 12-11-47. 

4. August Kutzbock notebook, located in State Historical Society 
. 

5. Student paper on Keenan House by Lynn Van Ellis. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

( 1) Name and Title 
Lois Stoler 

( 2) Organization Represented (if any) 

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number 

1129 Frisch Ni. 271-2548 

(S) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 

JVJav 3. 1971 . 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
IANDMARKS AND IANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 1 ) 

VII. Significance 

(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use 
Napoleon B, Van Slyke private residence 

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 

probably Kutzbock and Donnel 

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1858 Milw. pressed brick 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used 

l. Dean and Custer, Sandstone and Buffalo Robes. 19691. 

2. His tori of Dane Counti, 1906. 

3. Wis. State Journal, Alexius Baas column, 12-11-47. 

4. August Kutzbock notebook, located in State Historical Society 
. 

5. Student paper on Keenan House by Lynn Van Ellis. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

( 1) Name and Title 
Lois Stoler 

( 2) Organization Represented (if any) 

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number 

1129 Frisch Ni. 271-2548 

(S) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 

JVJav 3. 1971 . 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
IANDMARKS AND IANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 1 ) 

VII. Significance 

(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use 
Napoleon B, Van Slyke private residence 

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 

probably Kutzbock and Donnel 

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1858 Milw. pressed brick 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used 

l. Dean and Custer, Sandstone and Buffalo Robes. 19691. 

2. His tori of Dane Counti, 1906. 

3. Wis. State Journal, Alexius Baas column, 12-11-47. 

4. August Kutzbock notebook, located in State Historical Society 
. 

5. Student paper on Keenan House by Lynn Van Ellis. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

( 1) Name and Title 
Lois Stoler 

( 2) Organization Represented (if any) 

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number 

1129 Frisch Ni. 271-2548 

(S) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 

JVJav 3. 1971 . 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3 � 

VII. Significance 
(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use 

Napoleon B. Van Slyke private residence 

[ (3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 
probably Kutzbock and Donnel ! 

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1858 Milw. pressed brick 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the 

nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used 
l. Dean and Custer, Sandstone and Buffalo Robes, 1969 � 

2. History of Dano County, 1906. 

3. W18. State Journal, Alexius Baas column, 12-11-47. 

4 � August Kutzbock notebook, located in State Historical Society 

5. Student paper on Keenan House by Lynn Van Ellis. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

(1) Name and Title 
Lois Stoler 

(2) Organization Represented (if any) 

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number 
1129 Frisch ka 271-2548 

(5) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 

May 3, 1971 



VII. (7) 

City o •• ·,tidison Landmarks Conunission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4) 

Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to 
Designation Criteria: 

I' 

Althoue-h ths interior of the Keenan House has been remodeled int, , 
16 ,"p,Tt·n.,nts (apparently thif!. is the fate of the large old homes of 
t,1., 1e5c' s, it is an important structure historically becausrJ it has 
be n in the city slnce 1858. Not only was it built for a bank tt 
pres1dent 1 a President of the United States slept in the House (Grove 
Clevelcmd /. lie ;,nd his bride honeymooned ln 1•,adison, 

The house is built of Milwaukee pressed brick which was widely 
used 11nd very p,)pular in those days; buiJ.dines in cl ties ,w fr,r a1vay 
as Ilrookl.y, Nev Yorl, used the brick which hed a yellow color t,., it. 
:·,,y·,,v:0 r, .·, 1 .• ,·oiled Yery ,Jasily so became unpopular. 

hlthoufh it ls unclear who the architect was for this house, in 
the opinion of this researche1· it is hithly probably that the homes 
on all four c,:;rner·s werFJ built by the erchit,ectural firm of /,ufust 
Kutzbock and ~amuel Hunter Donnel, It is definite tl1at the fl~rce 
liou,,e at h?4 N. Pinc',ney St. was rJesi~ned by t111s ear7 y firm end . 
E'l.nce thc>y wer,1 the only archit,?cts in Madicon in the 1850' s and earl· 
1260's it seams likely that a client wlth means would chose them for·· 
8dvice an·J desifn, Also, Kutz.bock and Donnel built the other two , 
Van Slyke r10uses f10 it is probably that they built this too. 

Ii1e i<.:e;enan ii,)use is important to r,,;coe·nlze as an historic end 
2rchit,ictur·ill land,,wrk bFJcHuse 1 t helps maintain the lnt,1e:rl ty of 
tt1e foor corners; thus in recoen17ing the unl0ueness of this area we 
t>Jin l'!r-h'1t lnto the style of life of a by-(lone era t 1,at will never 
~e seen acnin. 

I 

City o sdison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4) 

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to 
Designation Criteria: 

Although the interior of the Keenan House has been remodeled intb 
16 apartments (apparently thia is the fate of the large old homes of 
the 185C ' s, it is an important structure historically because it has 
be n in the city sinco 1858. Not only was it built for a bank � 
president , a President of the United States slept in tho House (Grove} 
Cleveland). He and bis bride honeymooned in iadison. 

The house is built of Milwaukee pressed brick which was widely 
used and very popular in those days; buildings in cities as fer away 
as Brookly, New York used the brick which had a yellow color to it. io uvc", ii roiled very easily so became unpopular. 

Although it is unclear vho the architect was for this house, in 
the Opin ion of this researcher it is highly probably that the tomes 
on all four corners were built by th arehltoctural' firm of August 
Kutzbock and Samuel Hunter Donnel. It 1s definite that the Pirce 
lHousa at 4 24 N. Pinckney St. was designed by this earl y _firm end since they were the only architects in Madicon in the i8505 ana «arl] 
1860's it sooms likely lhat a client with means would chose them for] 
advice an] design. Also, Kutzbock and Donnel built the other two 
Van Slyke houses so it is probably that they built this too. 

Th Keenan ilouse is important to recognize as an historic end 
architectural landmark because it helps maintain the integrity of 
the four corners; thus in recognizing tho uniqueness of this area we 
Fain Insirht Into the style of life of a by-gone era that will never be seen again. 


