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City of Madison Landmarks Collilllission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 1) 

I. Name of Building or Site 

( 1) Co!lilllon (2) Historic (if applicable) 
Kendall House Kendall House 

II. Location 

( 1) Street Address (2) Ward 

104 ;1. Gilma.n i:;t 0 4 

III. Classification 
. 

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc,) 

( 2) Zoning District (3) Present Use 
.R6 apartments 

IV. Current Owner of Property 

( 1) Name(s) 
James Korb 

(2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number 
1244 Sherman Ave, 255-3020 

v. Legal Description 

( 1) Parcel Number (2) Legal Description 

0709-1114-0206-4 (see last page) 

VI. Condition of Property 

( 1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
good 

(2) Altered or Unaltered? (3) Moved or Original Site? 
altered original 

(4) Wall Construction 

sandstone 

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words). 
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City of Madison Landmarks Collilllission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM ( 1) 

I. Name of Building or Site 

( 1) Co!lilllon (2) Historic (if applicable) 
Kendall House Kendall House 

II. Location 

( 1) Street Address (2) Ward 

104 ;1. Gilma.n i:;t 0 4 

III. Classification 
. 

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc,) 

( 2) Zoning District (3) Present Use 
.R6 apartments 

IV. Current Owner of Property 

( 1) Name(s) 
James Korb 

(2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number 
1244 Sherman Ave, 255-3020 

v. Legal Description 

( 1) Parcel Number (2) Legal Description 

0709-1114-0206-4 (see last page) 

VI. Condition of Property 

( 1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
good 

(2) Altered or Unaltered? (3) Moved or Original Site? 
altered original 

(4) Wall Construction 

sandstone 

(5) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words). 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (1) 

I. Name of Building or Site 

(l) Common (2) Historic ( if applicable) 
Kendall House Kendall House 

II. Location 

(1) Street Address ( 2) Ward 

104 � � Gilman Si° 2 

III. Classification 

(1) Type of Property (building, monument, park, etc.) 

(2) Zoning District ( 3) Present Use 
apartments 

IV. Current Owner of Property 

(1) Name (s) 
James Korb 

(2) Street Address (3) Telephone Number 
1244 Sherman Ave. 255-3020 

v. Legal Description 

(1) Parcel Number (2) Legal Description 

0709-14lµ-0206-4 (see last page) 

VI. Condition of Property 

( 1) Physical Condition (excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, ruins) 
good 

(2) Altered or Unaltered? (3) Moved or Original Site? 
altered original 

(4) Wall Construction 

sandstone 

(S) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the present and original 
physical construction and appearance (limit 500 words). 



City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2) 

VI.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and 
Appearance: 

Tbe old Kendall House, a two and one half story twelve room house 

built by J.E. Kendall in 1855 is made of square-cut sandstone. The 

mid 1850 1 s was a period of development and growth for the City of 

Madison. The first train came here in 1854, the streets were lit 

with gas in 1855, Jairus Fairchild wa.s elected the first mayor in 

1856 and. the l:itata Capital Buildi1g and. first Cl.ty Hall ware built 

in 1857. 

The house was probably built without the F'rench hansard. roof which 

no doubt was added between 1872 and. 1877. 'rhe tax records show there 

was an increasG of $4,000 between those years which would. indicate 

remodeling of the house. It is located on Block 95, lots 3 and 4. 

Originally it was the only property on the tt~eet and. the lake could 

be clearly seen from Gilman St, 

"During the decade 1850-1860 yellow sandstone houses began to 
appear in the centrs.l southern section, and. these soon became distinc­
tive of WisconBi.n's architecture. The Cornish minders had used native 
limestone, but with less originality than did the builders of these 
new homes. 'l'he stone was quarried crudely from nearby J.ed.ges, and. 
the sett1ers seemed to k:·1ow thet its endurance depended. upon laying it 
in the same position it had in the ground.. Many of the houses are in 
still good. c,Jndi tion. Harmony with the landscape was achieved. by the 
use of L-sha.ped windows with three roof levels. The walls were 
extremely tfuick, the windows taJ.l and. narrow with deep reveals, the 
rooms were hihgh ceiJ.inged. and spacious with large stone fireplaces, 
conceaJ.ed. stairw2ys, pine paneline· and hardwood floors. 

Sandstone houses were also numerous in the cities, especially in 
Ma.d.ison and. i<Jilwaukse. In lv1adison a fine yellow sandstone was common, 
Often the buildings were elabor-ateJ.y decorated., but some of the best 
were rather simple, relying on the quality of the stone to produce a 
pleasing effect.'' 

The Land.born Insur2nce !Visps of 1vrnrch, 1892, show there was a 

carriaes house with fr·ameid Mansard r-oof and stable behind the house. 

The carrl11pe house had a tower and both these st1·uctures had a slate 

roof, Somet,ime between 1'392 and. H:98 the car-ria.ea house and stable 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (2) 

VI.(5) Describe Present and Original Physical Construction and 
Appearance: 

Tho old Kendall House, a two and one half story twelve room house 

built by J.ii. Kendall in 1855 is mad of square-cut sandstone. The 

mid 1850 ' s was a period of development and growth for the City of 

Madison. The first train came here in 1854, the streets were lit 

with gas in 1855, Jairus Fairchild was elected the first mayor in 

1856 and the Stat Capital Building and first City Hall were built 

in 1857 � 

The house was probably built without the Franch Mansard roof which 

no doubt was added botwoen 1872 and 1877. Tho tax records show there 

was an increase of $4,000 between those years which would indicate 

remodeling of the house. It is located on Block 95, lots 3 and 4. 

Originally it was the only property on the street and the lake could 

be clearly seen from Gilman St. 

"During the decade 1850-1860 yellow sandstone houses began to 
appear in the central southern section, and these soon became distinc­
tive of Wisconsin's architecture. The Cornish minders had used native 
limestone, but with less originality than did the builders of these 
new homes. The stone was quarried crudely from nearby ledges, and 
the settlers seemed to know that its endurance depended upon laying it 
in the same position it had in the ground. Many of the hou ses are in 
still good condition. Harmony with the landscape was achieved by the 
use of L-shaped windows with three roof levels. The walls were 
extremely thick, the windows tall and narrow with deep reveals, the 
rooms were hagh ceilinged and spacious with large stone fireplaces, 
concealed stairways, pine paneling and hardwood floors. 

Sandstone houses were also numerous in the cities, especially 1n 
Madison and Milwaukee. In Madison a fine yellow sandstone was common. 
Often the buildings were elaborately decoratod, but some of the best 
wer rather simple, relying on the quality of the stone to produce a 
pleasing effect." 

Th Sandborn Insurence Mps of March, 1892, show there was a 

carriage house with framed Mansard roof and stable behind the house. 

The carriage house had a tower and both these structures had a slate 

roof. Sometime between 1892 and l898 the carriage house and stable 
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A 1931 photoer·aph from the iconoe-raphy department in the State 

Historical Soci 0·ty indicated there was a frame front porch across the 

1,idth of the house with colmns. 'rhe house is basically Ita11a.nte wl th 

a French mansard roof. G;.uoins are at the corners of the house but they 

are disculsed today. 3rackets are seen at the ori[insl roof line and 

there ie beautiful wroucht iron on top of the roof. The roof winJows 

are pcJirnented dormer' windows, The house is balanced by a bay window 

on the 1eft : idE;, and a porch on th" ri(tht. This porch was enlarced 

bc;tween Hi92 and li:\98. The windows are rectancular with moldine:. 
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A 1931 photoer·aph from the iconoe-raphy department in the State 

Historical Soci 0·ty indicated there was a frame front porch across the 

1,idth of the house with colmns. 'rhe house is basically Ita11a.nte wl th 

a French mansard roof. G;.uoins are at the corners of the house but they 

are disculsed today. 3rackets are seen at the ori[insl roof line and 

there ie beautiful wroucht iron on top of the roof. The roof winJows 

are pcJirnented dormer' windows, The house is balanced by a bay window 

on the 1eft : idE;, and a porch on th" ri(tht. This porch was enlarced 

bc;tween Hi92 and li:\98. The windows are rectancular with moldine:. 
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� 1931 photograph from the iconography department in tho State 

Historical Society indicated there was a frame front porch across the 

width of the house with colmns. The house is basically Italiante with 

a French mansard roof. Quoins are at the corners of ths house but they 

are disguised today. Brackets are seen at the original roof line and 

there is beautiful wrought iron on top of the roof. The roof winnows 

are pedimented dormer windows. The house is balanced by a bay window 

on the left ride and a porch on th right. This porch was enlarged 

between 1892 and 1898. The windows are rectangular with molding. 



City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3 ', 

-·-
VII. Significance 

( 1) Original Owner ( 2) Original Use 

J 0~ .. Kendal.} private horne 

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 

IteliunG.te Hl. th 1v1nn2a.rd 1"0.)f 

(5) Date of Construction ( 6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1855 sends tone 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33. 01), limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bib liographica 1 References Used 

1. Doc;J.1, ::.:>loc:.n c,md f,3 •.,' re-:•.: , h'i i~c-JnB 1. n ~ " Gu il.'..1 t) to t i.·, .oeCl er ..:~'L(:tc; .,.\., 

2. 
\\101''~(8 ,.Proc·r ,'jf:3£::; ,:'·V.! rn :1. n 1 ;~ t. 1·e.. v :'L ,) n, \\ilSo fubli.c Lib1c11·y Ii.sr.oe o, 1941 pol' 

Se.nborn in.~.::u.r ancc: f'!<':-< p , 1 r; 1b9e .. r.:_, 

7 

3. le . .x hdCOl<~iG: 1355, 1857, H'59, 1b67, 1072, 1877, 18(6, -, h)O' 1902 .,,.. '-,.I • "' 

4. £:-nd l'.?~!. 0 .. 

5. 
Cust-sr ,":"·.nd De;,_ n, ~andstond and Lof:fGlo hobos .. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

( 1) Name and Title 

Lo:l.s Stol,,r, Ci t,i?.-ens ftEJSOUCC'CS Commi tt,,e 

( 2) Organization Represented (if any) 

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number 
1129 Frisch Rd. 271-2548 

(5) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 
December 21, 1971 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3 ', 

-·-
VII. Significance 

( 1) Original Owner ( 2) Original Use 

J 0~ .. Kendal.} private horne 

(3) Architect or Builder (4) Architectural Style 

IteliunG.te Hl. th 1v1nn2a.rd 1"0.)f 

(5) Date of Construction ( 6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1855 sends tone 

(7) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33. 01), limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bib liographica 1 References Used 

1. Doc;J.1, ::.:>loc:.n c,md f,3 •.,' re-:•.: , h'i i~c-JnB 1. n ~ " Gu il.'..1 t) to t i.·, .oeCl er ..:~'L(:tc; .,.\., 

2. 
\\101''~(8 ,.Proc·r ,'jf:3£::; ,:'·V.! rn :1. n 1 ;~ t. 1·e.. v :'L ,) n, \\ilSo fubli.c Lib1c11·y Ii.sr.oe o, 1941 pol' 

Se.nborn in.~.::u.r ancc: f'!<':-< p , 1 r; 1b9e .. r.:_, 

7 

3. le . .x hdCOl<~iG: 1355, 1857, H'59, 1b67, 1072, 1877, 18(6, -, h)O' 1902 .,,.. '-,.I • "' 

4. £:-nd l'.?~!. 0 .. 

5. 
Cust-sr ,":"·.nd De;,_ n, ~andstond and Lof:fGlo hobos .. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

( 1) Name and Title 

Lo:l.s Stol,,r, Ci t,i?.-ens ftEJSOUCC'CS Commi tt,,e 

( 2) Organization Represented (if any) 

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number 
1129 Frisch Rd. 271-2548 

(5) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 
December 21, 1971 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 

LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (3 � 
..Kt 

VII. Significance 

(1) Original Owner (2) Original Use 

J � � � Kendall private li0m6 

(3) Architect or Builder 
E (4) Architectural Style 

Italianate with mansard 1roof 

(5) Date of Construction (6) Indigenous Materials Used 

1855 sandstone 

(7 ) On a separate sheet of paper, describe the significance of the 
nominated property and its conformance to the designation criteria 
of the Landmarks Commission Ordinance (33.01),limit of 500 words. 

VIII. List of Bibliographical References Used 

7 

1. Duol), Sloan and Fe..IC-, Vi8090810, 1A Guilie Uo t i, ,, peder �� ta te ! i � �� 

2. 
Works,Prog rcse Administraoion, � � is � P ublic Library ASE00�, 1941 p . l ' 

Sanborm insurance ma p , 1892, 1898. 

3 � lax records: 1855, 1857, 1859, 1867, 1872, 1877, 1886, 1.890} 1902 

4 � 
and ln·;" j� � 

.:. � � 

5. 
Custer cno Dezn, candsions ano buffalo h0b8s � 

6. 

7 � 

8. 

IX. Form Prepared By: 

(1) Name and Title 

Lois Stoler, Citizens Kesoucce Committee 

( 2) Organization Represented (if any) 

(3) Address (4) Telephone Number 
I 

1129 Frisch Ka 271-2548 

(S) Date Nomination Form Was Prepared 

December 21, 1971 



City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4) 

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to 
Designation Criteria: 
'rhis i,-, the last of the four corner houses on "Bip; Bug Hill" 

to be nominated for landmark status, and it meets numbers 1 and 3 
of the designation criteria. 

RetwPen 1855 and 1877 the house had six owners, of which 
J.F'. Kendall was the first. In 1855 the ho1Jse was assessed at $2,000 
and $10 taxes were paid on it. In 1857, W.A. Mears owned it and it 
was assessed at 1b2,200; and in 1859 the assessment had risen to 
$8,320 under the ownership of Julius T. Clark. In this year, the city 
tax was $JO. 66 and the school tax $21. 77. In l 'l67, Fred Bri<,gs was 
listed as the owner, and in 1872 D.R. '1arrison occupied the house. 
Garrison's daughter married Governor William A. Smith's son. In 1877 
George L. Storer bought the house and it was assessed at $15,000, 
In 1902, the assessment had risen to 124,900, and shortly thereafter 
the property was sold to F'red A. ,Johnson, In 1910 Mrs. Alice 
Mon t,,;omerv owned the property. Her husband, Prank Warren Mon tr;omery, 
was th0 president of' the S0uthern Wisconsin Railway. 'rhe Montp;on:ery 
family lived here until 19 3Li, 'roday, the ho1rne has been converted 
into eip;hteen apartmrm1!;s, 

A century ago, this house was consider0d a showplace, with its 
large rooms, lovely garden, view of the lake, fireplaces, floor and 
ceiling moldinp;s, brass hardware, and thorough elegance. Although 
it has been changed and altered, there are still remaining remnants 
of a once-beautiful ho1,se. 

rhou ,h, perhaps, the least-dis tini:i;uished of the four corner 
houses, the preserv11tion of this structure is key to the inter,;ri ty 
of Madison's most historic corner. Its recently-restored, eler,;ant 
mansard roof reflects that of its neighbor, the Keenan House, which 
has been desir,nated a landmark. Its indigenous sandstone walls 
relate to those of the Bashford House across the street, Its boxy 
proportions recall those of the Pierce House kitty-corner from it. 
'rhese relationships prove its conformance to criterion No. 3, rel a ting 
to an "arc hi tee tural type specimen." 

V. (2) Lep;al Description: Orlginal Plat - begin on south corner of 
Block 95, then NW on Pinckney Street 139 ft., then NR 65 ft., then 
SR 139 ft. to Gilman Street, then SW on said street to beginning -
part of lots 3 and Jr, Block 95. 

City of Madison Landmarks Commission 
LANDMARKS AND LANDMARK SITES NOMINATION FORM (4) 

VII.(7) Significance of Nominated Property and Conformance to 
Designation Criteria: 

This ie the last of the four corner houses on " Big Bug Hill" 
to be nominated for landmark status, and it meets numbers l and 3 
of the designation criteria. 

Between 1855 and 1877 the house had six owners, of which 
J.E. Kendall was the fi r st. In 1855 the house was assessed at $2,000 
and $l0 taxes were paid on it. In 1857, W.A. Mears owned it and it 
was assessed at $2,200; and in 1859 the assessment had risen to 
$8,320 under the ownership of Julius T. Clark. In this year, the city 
tax was $30.66 and the school tax $21.77. In 1367, Fred Briggs was 
listed as the owner, and in 1872 D.R, Garrison occupied the house. 
Garrison's daughter married Governor W i lliam A. Smith's son. In 1877 
George L. Storer bought the house and it was assessed at $15,000. 
In 1902, the assessment had risen to $2l,900, and shortly thereafter 
the property was sold to Fred A. Johnson. In 1910 Mrs. Alice 
Montgomery owned the property. Her husband, Frank Warren Montgomery, 
was the president of the Southern Wisconsin Railway. The Montgory 
family lived here until 193l. Today, the house has been converted 
into eighteen apartments. 

A century aro, this house was considered a showplace, with its 
large rooms, lovely garden, view of the lake, fireplaces, floor and 
ceiling moldings, brass hardware, and thorough elegance. Although 
it has been changed and altered, there are still remaining remnants 
of a once-beautiful house. 

Dhouvh, perhaps, the least-distinguished of the four corner 
houses, the preservation of this structure is key to the integrity 
of Madison's most historic corner. Its recently-restored, elegant 
mansard roof reflects that of its neighbor, the Keenan House, which 
has been designated a landmark. Its indigenous sandstone walls 
relate to those of the Bashford louse across the street. Its boxy 
proportions recall those of the Pierce House kitty-corner from it. 
These relationships prove its conformance to criterion No. 3, relating 
to an "architectural type specimen." 

V. (2) Legal Description: Original Plat - begin on south corner of 
Block 95, then NW on Pinckney Street 139 ft., then NE 65 ft., then 
SE 139 ft. to Gilman Street, then SW on said street to beginning � 
part of lots 3 and lL, Block 95. 


