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RAIN GARDEN LAYOUT

medium

dry

Grasses/Sedges

Grasses/Sedges

Grasses/Sedges

Top (dry)
Amethyst Shooting Star (Dodecatheon amethystinum) – 1’ – Violet – Apr-May – Dry-Med
Big-leaved Aster (Aster macrophyllus) – 1’ – White – Aug-Oct – Dry-Moist
Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) – 2’ – Red/yellow – Apr-Jun – Dry-Med
Rue Anemone (Amemonella thalictroides) – 6” – Pink – Apr-Jun – Dry-Med
Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum) – 1’ – Apr-July – Lavender – Dry-Med

Common Oak Sedge/Pennsylvania Sedge (Carex pensylvanica) – 8” – Dry-Med
Hosta (Hosta sp.) - varies
Ivory Sedge (Carex eburnea) – 6” – Dry-Med

Middle (medium )
Bishop’s Cap (Mitella diphylla) – 1-2’ – White – May-Jun – Dry-Med
Calico Aster (Aster lateriflorus) – 1-3’ – White – Aug-Oct – Dry-Med
False Rue Anemone (Isopyrum biternatum) – 6‘ – White – Apr-Jun – Med-Moist
Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea) – 3’ – Yellow – Apr-Jun – Dry-Med
Jacob’s Ladder (Polemonium reptans) – 1’ – Blue – Apr-Jun – Dry-Wet
Tall Thimbleweed (Anemone lateriflorus) – 3’ – White– Jun-Aug– Dry-Med
Wild Blue/Woodland Phlox (Phlox divaricata) – 1’ – Blue – Apr-Jun – Dry-Med
Wild Garlic (Allium canadense) – 18” – Pink – May-July – Dry-Moist

Awned Graceful Sedge (Carex davisii) – 2-3’ – Med-Moist
Hosta (Hosta sp.) - varies
Long-Beaked Sedge (Carex sprengelii) – 2’ – Dry-Moist
Prairie Star Sedge (Carex interior) – 2’ – Med-Wet

Bottom (wet)
Drummond’s Aster (Aster drummondii) – 3’ – Blue or White – Sep-Oct – Dry-Moist
Early Meadow Rue (Thalictrum dioicum) – 2’ – Green – Apr-May – Dry-Moist
Virginia Bluebells (Mertensia virginica) – 2’ – Blue – Apr-May – Med-Moist
White Snakeroot (Eupatorium rugosum) – 2’ – White – Jul-Oct – Dry-Moist
Zig Zag Goldenrod (Solidago flexicaulis) – 3’ – Yellow – Aug-Oct – Dry-Wet

Bladder Sedge (Carex intumescens) – 2-3’ – Med-Wet
Common Bur/Gray’s Sedge (Carex grayi) – 3’ – Moist-Wet
Crested Oval Sedge (Carex cristatella) – 3’ – Med-Wet
Field Oval Sedge (Carex molesta) – 3’ – Dry-Moist
Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femina) – 18” – Med-Moist
Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum pedatum) – 2’ – Med-Moist
Silky Wild Rye (Elymus villosus) – 3’ – Dry-Moist
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Notes: 
Follow spacing 
guidelines for 
each plant spe-
cies, or assume 
12-18” spacing.

All plant species 
except Hosta are 
Wisconsin natives. 

Gardens may 
require
watering during 
the first year until 
their roots are 
established.

Bloom times may 
vary.
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