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• 2017-2020 (4yrs) Madison approved 5 million 
square feet of office, commercial, industrial, 
and institutional space – (15,000 parking 
spaces?)

Challenges
• 2017-2020 (4yrs) Madison approved 10,000 

dwelling units creating 80,000 daily trips



Employment
200,000 jobs in 2010

+46,000 projected for Madison 2050
+14 to 18,000 in Isthmus

+98,000 projected for Dane Co 2050



FTA told us to turn back
We wouldn’t qualify
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MADISON DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION

FEATURES WITHIN A 10 MINUTE WALK OF EAST-WEST BRT

120,000
jobs

80,000
residents

3 hospitals

2 Higher 
education 

institutions

4 with 
complementary 

Service



MADISON DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION

Connects Key Employment and Business Areas



Predictable and quick 
access to education

Memorial HS

West HS

Shabazz HS

East HS
Middleton HS

Madison 
College

Madison 
College

UW Madison

5 Minute Frequency

15 minute frequency
15 minute frequency

15 minute frequency

7 minute 
frequency

15 minute frequency



Quicker Access for 
Communities of Color



For every $1 
communities invest in public 

transportation, 
approximately $4 

is generated in economic returns   APTA

$9.5 billion in economic development along BRT 
corridor in Cleveland

The HealthLine has been credited with 
having the highest return-on-investment of any 
public transit project in the nation, leveraging 
$190 for every transit dollar invested.

Benefits

http://www.itdp.org/more-development-for-your-transit-dollar-an-analysis-of-21-north-american-transit-corridors/


Bus Rapid Transit

• Direct routes and fewer stops
• Frequent, all-day service
• Bus-only lanes
• Branded stations & buses
• Transit signal priority
• Faster fare payment



Mineral Point at Island



Cap East District



Downtown Routing

3 Blocks
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BRT Routing 

M

BRT Routing on 
100 to 300 Blocks

BRT Route

BRT Route



State Street in BRT Routing

2013 2013 2018



State Street in BRT Routing

2019-20 (Legistar 59665) (Legistar 63184)
(Center Running)



State Street Routing
• Goes to where people want to go.
• Provides access to the visible and cultural 

center of the City
- Three museums
- Performing arts center
- Retail and Restaurants 

• Station and people oriented
• Free from most traffic delays
• Fast and direct (rather than circuitous)



• 950 people per weekday 
boarded at the stops that will be 
consolidated into the State 
Street BRT station

• About 250,000 people per year
• Many times more pass through 

State Street on the bus and see 
the opportunities

Transit Use On State Street





2019 Upper State and Square Weekday Access
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Metro Carries a Significant Number of 
People to Downtown
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Existing Bus Stops

M

One Westbound 
and One 
Eastbound Station 
to be selected

Likely all stations 
removed 
(pending Metro 
Route Redesign)

BRT Route

BRT Route

EB-1
EB-2

WB-1WB-2WB-3
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2019 2024 BRTPending Route Redesign Study

Note longer span 
of service 
increases daily 
value

100% Reduction

30% Reduction



State Street Station Options

EB-1 EB-2

WB-1WB-2WB-3

One Eastbound

One Westbound



Basic BRT Dimensions

Unobstructed Sidewalk

Warning Strip

Street

~50’

10
’ Terrace

13.5” platform 4-6” curb

Transition
Platform with ShelterTerrace





EB-2 Overture



EB-2 Overture

Not Proposed





EB-2 Overture





Existing Shelter with Platform



New Shelter with Platform





EB-1 MMoCA

Not Proposed



EB-1 MMoCA



EB-1 MMoCA



WB-1 Noodles



WB-1 Noodles

Tree?



WB-1 Noodles

Tree to be 
evaluated



WB-2 Triangle Market



WB-2 Triangle Market



WB-2 Triangle Market



WB-3 Fresh Market



WB-3 Fresh Market



WB-3 Fresh Market



Recommended Small Starts Projects



Locally  
Preferred  
Alternative 
Selected

Federal (FTA) Project  
Development

Receive  
C learance  
from FTA

ENVIRONMENTAL

Start Project  
Development  
Process
Submittal to 
FTA

Start  
Analysis

FTA 
Capital  
Funding  
Awarded

CONSTRUCTION
Begin  
Service

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

BRT Timeline
Project Development

DESIGN
30% 60% 1 100%

Funding 
Recommendation



Modifications to Respond to 
Concerns

• Majority of BRT buses electric (low noise, no 
fume)

• Reduced BRT shelter size 50 to 60 percent
• Located shelters to maximize window visibility
• No streatery or sidewalk vending areas affected
• Stations reduced from 10 to 2*
• Substantial reduction of buses on upper State St
• Likely NO buses on lower State St*

*pending Route Redesign study findings
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