
Lake Access, 
Mooring and

Canoe & Kayak
Storage

Lake Access Permit
The Lake Access Permit is a year-round permit 
required for the use of all designated launch 
sites in the city of Madison, city of Monona, 
and Dane County Parks (see map). Permits are 
valid for the issue year through March 31 of the 
following year and must be displayed on the 
inside driver’s side windshield. 

Rules & Tips for Safe Boating
 » Life Preserver - A U.S. Coast Guard life 

preserver for each person on board is 
required on vessels 16 ft. and longer, and 
must be readily accessible.

 » Lights - must be ON sunset to sunrise.
 » Battery - must be covered and secured 

against shifting.
 » Mufflers - Motorboats must be equipped 

with mufflers.
 » Registration - must be current and 

displayed properly.
 » Symbols - Know and respect waterway 

symbols and dive flags.
 » Wake - Adhere to the 200 ft. no wake zone 

restriction along the shoreline and 100 ft. 
no wake area around police/fire boats 
with active emergency lights.

Parking
No Grass
Parking on the grass is prohibited at ALL of 
the Madison Parks (except the designated area 
at Marshall Park).

Launch Full
 » When the launch parking lot is full, you 

must find an alternative launch site. 
 » Vehicles that launch boats must purchase 

and display the proper Lake Access Permit. 

Stalls
Parking in the long stalls is for vehicles with 
trailers only. Single vehicles parked in long 
stalls are subject to a citation. 

Canoe & Kayak Storage
A variety of outdoor waterfront park locations 
are available to store canoes and kayaks. 
Contact for available locations and rates.

Park Location
BB Clarke Beach 835 Spaight St. 
Brittingham 701 W. Brittingham Pl. 
Cherokee 1000 Burning Wood Way
Esther Beach 2802 Waunona Way
James Madison 614 E. Gorham St.
Law 410 S. Blair St.
Marshall 2101 Allen Blvd. 
Merrill Springs 5102 Spring Ct.
Olbrich 3527 Atwood Ave. 
Paunack 1500 Waunona Way
Spring Harbor 5218 Lake Mendota Dr.
Tenney 1501 Sherman Ave.
Vilas 1602 Vilas Park Dr.

Marshall Park Boat Mooring
Thirty (30) boat mooring spaces are available 
for a fee from May 1 through October 20 off 
the shores of Marshall Park.

PURCHASE PERMITS ONLINE AT:
cityofmadison.com/parks/permits

Photograph by Jennifer Lavender

http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/permits


The following locations are designated launch sites and 
require a Lake Access Permit. These locations offer 
trailer parking unless noted.

City of Madison Parks Designated Launch 
Locations
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A
Law Park
410 S. Blair St.  
(no trailer parking)

B
Marshall Park 
2101 Allen Blvd.

C
Olbrich Park 
3401 Atwood Ave.

D
Olin Park
1156 Olin-Turville Ct.

E
Spring Harbor Park
5218 Lake Mendota Dr.

F
Tenney Park
1610 Sherman Ave.

G
Warner Park
1101 Woodward Dr.

Partner Designated Launch Locations

H
Babcock Park
Dane County Park
2909 US Hwy 51
McFarland 53558

I
Goodland Park
Dane County Park
2844 Waubesa Ave.
Madison 53711

J
Fish Camp Park
Dane County Park
3359 Fish Camp Rd.
McFarland 53558

K
Lake Farm Park
Dane County Park
4286 Libby Rd.
Madison 53711

L
Lottes Park
City of Monona Park
400 W. Broadway 
Monona 53716

M
Tonyawatha Park
City of Monona Park
4600 Tonyawatha Trail
Monona 53716

N
Winnequah Trail 
5898 Winnequah Trail
Monona 53716


