
Madison LakeWay Phase 1 
Public Information Meeting
Madison, WI



This meeting is being recorded. It is a public record subject 
to disclosure.

By continuing to be in the meeting, you are consenting to 
being recorded and consenting to the record being released 
to public record requestors.

A

Disclaimer



The Vision 

Madison LakeWay Phase 1 
❏ Scope
❏ Schedule
❏ Design Process

Design Updates 
❏ Key Node: Pathways and Boardwalks
❏ Key Node: SkyLine Pier
❏ Story Walk
❏ Branding and Wayfinding

Next Steps

Q & A

Agenda



A once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to shape 

the future of Madison’s 
urban waterfront.



New possibilities

Transform Law Park to make it a 
Signature Park for the City… 

Madison Design Professionals 
Workshop and UW Madison Civil 
and Environmental Engineering

Key 1: Celebrate the 
Lakes!

Lake Monona Design Challenge



We are grateful to be selected 
        to envision the future of Madison’s waterfront…



With great attention,
and support from the Madison community…



What we proposed...



Lake Lounge “The Lounge”

Community 
Causeway
“The SkyLine”

Olin Overlook
“The OverLook”

Law Park Ledge “The Ledge”

Phase 1



Madison LakeWay:
Phase 1



Guiding Principles
Madison LakeWay

Madison LakeWay:
Guiding Principles



Water Dialogue
Create a Living Edge along 
Lake Monona’s Shoreline

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICE



Phase 1 Scope

“ Following the Lake 
Monona Waterfront Design 
Master Plan Refinement 
(Master Plan), Sasaki will 
initiate the Lake Monona 
Phase 1 Improvements. 

The primary goal is to take 
the approved Master Plan 
into schematic design, 
design development, and 
public engagement.”

Master Plan Refinement: Community Causeway (April, 2024)



https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/proj
ects/john-nolen-drive#:~:text=Project%20Sched
ule&text=The%20process%20began%20in%20
2021,inform%20preliminary%20and%20final%2
0designs

Public realm design

Coordinating with…

Phase 1 Implementation



Phase 1 Design Milestones

Review

Design Iterations

LakeWay Team Milestones 

2

50% SD 

6

DD Starts

7

50% DD

8
100% DD

4

SD 
Starts

1

PHASE 1 
SCHEMATIC DESIGN 

Documentation

           Permitting Support

PHASE 1 
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 

3
100% SD PIM #1

PHASE 1 
CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTATION

9
PIM #2

Interagency Team Meeting
X     X     X             X            X                   X                    X                  

JND Reconstruction Project Timeline

X

90% 
Design

X

100% 
Design

John Nolen Drive Reconstruction Project 
Construction (Schedules To Be Determined)X

PIM

Bid 
Late 2026

Schedules To Be Determined

            Design Coordinations

Review/VE

Design Iterations

Documentation

Spring 2027 
Construction

PIM Support



Madison City Parks
Phase 1 Client

Sasaki
Prime 

Consultant 

Graef

Civil, Lighting & 
Electrical

Moffatt & 
Nichol 

Marine & Coastal 
Engineering

Freer Design 

Landscape 
Architect Advisor

Zebradog 

Branding & 
Wayfinding                                                                                             

Casey Brown 

Artist Consultant 

Interagency Team
Monthly Progress 
Updates During 
Design Phase

Phase 1 Design Team

City Engineering
JND Reconstruction 
Project Coordination

Madison LakeWay 
Partners

Project Updates

Workshops/
PIM / Presentations

Phase 1 Teams



Planting Rhythm, and Stormwater 
Study

Way-finding, Structures design 
and Customized Furniture

Path Alignment, Lighting, and 
Edge Condition Study

Design Study and Meetings
A collaborative process with JND Design Team, Parks, Forestry, City Engineering…





Design Updates



Curves are the natural and native forms
 in landscape, in waves, and in local culture



Balancing between the practical linear forms, 
and waves of paths with crest and trough



Phase 1 - Existing Condition

John Nolen Drive

N. Shore Dr. 

Land gained from JND Roadway 
Reconstruction Project:

~47,000 sf (~1 acres)

Images from 2023_02_23 JND PIM 2 Presentation

LakeWay Phase 1 Boundary



Add Existing Roadway line, 
fade in the satellite image

Section before and after

Drivers experience

Accessible Park Space
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John Nolen Drive

N. Shore Dr. 

Story Walk and Public Art Opportunities

SkyLine Pier & Plaza 

Boardwalk with Seating 

Shaded Seating Steps

Trail for All Speeds

Boardwalk / Fishing 

Cut Stone Steps (Potential Seasonal Kayak Access)

Seating Area  (Stormwater Management Observation Area)

Bike Rack  (Potential Storage)

Native Street Trees  - Preserving View Corridor towards Downtown

Wave Protected Vegetated Shoreline

Stormwater Demonstration / Infiltration Zone
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view to the Capitol/Hamilton Pier
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Phase 1 - Illustrative Plan 
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Story Walk 
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Phase 1 
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Design Opportunities

Paths Along Water Deck with View Boardwalks

Trails for All Speed Native Planting and Swale Resting Area

Boardwalk Seating



N. Shore Dr. 
A Place for All to Connect 
& Be Connected
City Dialogue

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive



Study Area 1: Boardwalks

Study Area 1: 
Pathways and Boardwalks

Study Area 2: 
SkyLine Pier



What we’ve heard during PIM #1?
Boardwalk and Pathways

Separated path users and unique experiences afforded to 
users not currently present.

I like the boardwalk and cozy pedestrian trails that are 
separate from the bike lane. I like the seating/resting 
places to hang out.

It's not clear how you're going to squeeze all of those paths 
onto the narrow strip between the J. Nolen Driver and the 
lakeshore without either narrowing the road (great idea) or 
pushing the paths out over the lake. 

Boardwalks & plants to protect shore ecosystem.  
Expands natural places & allows people to pass through 
while disturbing less than on a path through ecosystem.

I love the boardwalks and piers and spaces for people to 
explore and gather. I really am anxious to spend more time 
on lake Monona. 

I like the boardwalks to allow folks access to the lake, but 
am concerned about their access, maintenance and 
safety in winter with ice and packed snow.  Right now the 
piers are taken out seasonally.

I LOVE that there are bike racks included!! This is so 
incredibly appreciated!

Native plantings are excellent! Having separate cycling 
and walking paths is much needed. The story walk is a nice 
idea - definitely love it, however if funding is an issue, please 
prioritize separation of bikes and pedestrians and native 
plants/stormwater over anything else.

Although there was confusion regarding how the paths 
would actually fit, having additional bike/pedestrian paths 
is a positive.

(Like the) separate pedestrians and bicyclists. (However) 
This area is already very popular with bicyclists and 
pedestrians. I'm concerned the bikeway as designed may 
be too narrow. 

Appreciate the nature demonstration areas -- I'd like to 
see us integrate nature into this manmade embankment as 
much as possible

My only concern is traffic speed because of the noise it will 
cause. I know this is outside of your control.



Pathways and Boardwalks 
Existing Condition 

N0 40’ 80’ 160’

Proposed Edge of John Nolen Drive 
(JND Reconstruction Project)

Multi-use Path

JND - North Bound

JND - South Bound

Existing Edge of John Nolen Drive



Pathways and Boardwalks 

1
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3

Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

Jogging Path

Seating Area
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Boardwalk Seating Area

Boardwalk Fishing Nook

Seating under Trees

Bike Rack
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N0 40’ 80’ 160’
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Vegetated Shoreline / Interplanted Riprap in coordination with JND Re-construction Project

Native Species Planting and Swales

Stormwater Infiltration Zone - Coordination with JND Re-construction Project
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Dock Line

Revetment4 9
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6

Updated planting design

Prioritized scenic areas over 
water instead of near the 
rip-rap shoreline/roadway

Improved accessibility by 
removing stairs and step-downs

JND - North Bound

JND - South Bound



Experience on Land
Existing Conditions 

Proposed Curbline

~18’

Existing Curbline

Lack of Shade

Inconsistent Jogging Path
Walk/Pausing Biking Jogging



Experience on Land

Existing Curbline



Existing Curbline ~18’

Pathway and Seating Area Section

Existing Topography

Bike Path

Expanded Pedestrian Path/Plaza

Seating Area

Vegetated Shoreline

Detectable Paving Strip 

Stormwater Infiltration 
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Existing Site Photo



Create a Living Edge along 
Lake Monona’s Shoreline
Water Dialogue

Infiltration Trench

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive

N. Shore Dr. 



Section 1

Section 2

Stormwater Strategy
Collaboration with Forestry, JND Reconstruction



Stormwater Strategy
Bio-filter Basin Planting Layout



Small Scale Exploratory ArtEcology SignageEcology Magnifying Glasses

Design Opportunities
Ecology and Natural Art



Experience near Water
Existing Conditions 



Experience over water



Handrails 
Potential Way-finding 

and Branding 

Handrail Type A

Handrail Type B



Existing Curbline ~18’

Existing Topography
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89

Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

Jogging Path

Boardwalk

Seating Area

Fishing/Handrail with Lighting

Vegetated Shoreline

Native Planting/Swale

Stormwater Infiltration
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Existing Site Photo

Boardwalk Section



Study Area 1: 
Boardwalks

Study Area 2: 
SkyLine Pier

Study Area 2: SkyLine Pier



What we’ve heard during PIM #1?
SkyLine Pier (previously Capitol View Pier)

Seems like it will be a nice place to take a walk and enjoy 
the area if free or inexpensive parking can be found nearby

Yes! Would be great to tell the geological story of Lake 
Monona in addition to the cultural history and present. 
And how people can help preserve this lake and 
lakeshore now and for future generations. Collaboration 
with conservancy groups with easy QR donation opps?

Dedicated fishing piers to provide dedicated fishing space 
and offer alternatives to the narrow, high traffic space at 
the Monona terrace.

The Effigy Mound story is important...both on Lake Monona 
and the view in the opposite direction that used to be 
dominated by the Dividing Ridge between Wingra and 
Monona Bay.

Really like the design for the Capitol View pier, exciting 
to see kayaker access there.

I think it's a great first step.  If done well, it will be a fantastic 
resource for locals and visitors alike.

The Capitol View Pier is a nice design element that looks 
OUT from the park, instead of IN at the design.

I appreciate color as wayfinding cues, but would like them 
to perhaps also have patterns or similar for people who are 
red/green colorblind.

While I understand that a bathroom on the causeway is not 
feasible, [...] make sure that clean and near bathrooms in 
other areas of the lakeway should be prioritized.

I like the piers and other features designed to bring users 
out onto and near the water. I like the benches and 
resting areas, and think that there need to be as many of 
those as possible, especially on the piers.

The boardwalks and piers will be beautiful and encourage 
people to stop. Also more tree canopy will be great. 
Currently the sun can be harsh during the hotter months.

All trees should be carefully analyzed to avoid 
blocking too many views.



SkyLine Pier (Previously Capitol View Pier)
Existing Condition

Multi-use Path

JND - North Bound

JND - South Bound

Existing Edge of John Nolen Drive

Proposed Edge of John Nolen Drive 
(JND Reconstruction Project)

N
0 20’ 40’ 80’



Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

Jogging Path

Shaded Seating with View4

SkyLine Pier

Seating Steps with Lighting

Stacked Stone Seating

Seating
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Vegetated Shoreline (Interplanted Riprap) - Coordination with JND Re-construction Project

Native Species Planting and Vegetated Swales

Stormwater Infiltration Zone - Coordination with JND Re-construction Project

Detectable Paving Strip 128

9 9
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SkyLine Pier 

Revetment Revetment

13 Specimen Tree/ 

Tree-inspired Art

13

7

8

Next phase: Study the 
layout for the seasonal 
accessible kayak access 

Improved accessibility and 
prioritized scenic occupiable 

space over water

Slightly expanded fishing area 
with clearer path for 

circulation

Consolidated the plaza area with 
shade, seating and potential art 

opportunitiesJND - North Bound

JND - South Bound



SkyLine Pier 
Panoramic View of Madison and Lake Monona 

Story Walk Destination
Panoramic View to the past, present and 

future of Madison City at SkyLine Pier

View towards Olin Park
View

 tow
ards Elm

side Park
View

 tow
ards Hudson Park

View towards the Capitol

View from John Nolen Drive



 Current Experience



SkyLine Pier Design Intention



This can be a 
potential art piece

Potential Public Art 
on Ground

The Wave Bench

SkyLine Pier
Spatial Design 



Featured Bench 

Potential Public Art 
on Ground

The ‘Wave’ Bench
Inspired by waves and water

Maximize use: two 
sided bench



Existing Curbline ~9’
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Existing Topography

SkyLine Pier Section

Bike Path

Pedestrian Path

SkyLine Pier

Elevated Deck

Seating 

Handrail with Lighting/Signage

Vegetated Shoreline

Detectable Paving Strip 

Stormwater Infiltration

Specimen Tree or Public Art
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Water-inspired Pavement Art at Special Locations Paving and StoryWalk Pavement Markings at Selective Locations

Design Opportunities
StoryWalk



SkyLine Pier Experience



Story Walk



Starting with the Sacred Voices
Culture Dialogue

Elmside Park Mounds

Hudson Park Mounds

The Monona Mound

Madison

Monona



This project is a touch point to 
incorporate thoughts on culture 
and history of people that came 

before us.

Starting with the Sacred Voices
Culture Dialogue

Chloris Lowe Jr.
Ho Chunk Nation



Enhance Equitable 
Access to Parks
Community Dialogue

N. Shore Dr. 

John Nolen Drive

Phase 1 



Winter Community 
Activities
Community Dialogue

N. Shore Dr. 

Lake View 
Ice Boating 

Viewing

Lake View
Lake Art Viewing 

Winter Art

Winter 
Capitol View

Lake View
Winter Kiting 

Viewing

Seasonal 
Lighting

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive



Public Art 
and StoryWalk
Culture Dialogue

N. Shore Dr. 

Phase 1 

John Nolen Drive

Lynx and Bear



Design Opportunities

Ecology Signage Paving and Story WalkDirectional Signage Special Paving Design at Key Destination

Ecology Magnifying Glasses Railing Design with City’s History Dark-sky Lighting Design



Public Art Opportunities

Eco/Natural ArtArt on PathsSmall Scale Exploratory Art Kinetic Art 

Small Scale Light related ArtSmall Scale Art and Shade Winter Art and Snow Art Local Art/Cultural Art/Communal Art

Ke-Chunk Ciiporoke sculpture 
by Ho-Chunk artist Truman Lowe



Madison LakeWay:
Phase 1 Branding/Wayfinding





Opportunities



Vision for Wayfinding and Brand Integration



Wayfinding Signage System



Branded Elements



Pavement Markings



MadisonLakeWay.org



Please take our survey after this presentation
❏ Survey will open at the conclusion of the meeting
❏ Survey will close on August 4, 2025

Design Review
❏ Interagency Workshop
❏ Coordination with John Nolen Drive Re-construction Team
❏ Continuous collaboration with Madison LakeWay Partners

Construction Documentation

A
Next Steps



A

Survey is now open, and will close on August 4, 2025.

Please take the survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MadisonLakeWayPIM2 

Or use the QR Code below 

       Thank you for your participation!
For more information, please visit the project website: 

cityofmadison.com/madisonlakeway 

We would love to hear from you

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MadisonLakeWayPIM2
http://cityofmadison.com/madisonlakeway


Thank you!


