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10   THINGS I’V E LEARNED ABOUT LAW  PARK

1. THIS SITE IS SPECIFICALLY USED FOR THE SKI TEAM BECAUSE OF THE DEPTH OF WATER 
RELATIVE TO THE DISTANCE FROM SHORE.
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1. THIS SITE IS SPECIFICALLY USED FOR THE SKI TEAM BECAUSE OF THE DEPTH OF WATER 
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PARK LAKE FRONTAGE.
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Blair Street Corridor Study
1. Long Term Solution 

 — Reconstruct Broom Street with 
10-foot lanes

 — Install a 10-foot multiuse path on 
east side of Broom Street.

2. Short Term Solution 
 — Restripe Broom to 10’, 10, 12.5’, 

10’, 12.5’
 — Place Sharrow on 12.5’ lanes 

(southbound middle lane, 
northbound outside lane)

3. Short Term or Long-Term Solution 
 — Path connecting Broom Street to 

Hamilton Street
4. Short Term Solution 

Broom Street Intersection Recommendations

 — Colored pavement directing 
cyclists to island

 — Bike box for eastbound to 
northbound cyclist

5. Short Term Solution 
 — Ladder cross walk markings

ction Recomme
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HISTORY
LAW PARK THROUGH THE YEARS

12,500 BCE PRE-EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT  BOATHOUSE
Effigy Mound Builders: The 
Woodland Tradition

Post-European 
Settlement

Law Park: 
A Madison 
Lakefront 
For All

Migration and the 
Mississippian Culture

Mix of Woodland 
and Mississippian 
Culture

The Long 17th 
Century: Iroquois, 
Europeans and Furs

500 BCE

1,300 CE 1630

1,000 CE

1,200 CE 1,760 1836
Doty’s Vision 
of a State 
Capitol City

2019

1836 DOTY'S VISION OF A STATE CAPITOL CITY 1967 MONONA BASIN PLAN CITIZEN GROUP VISION                           
KENTON PETERS LAW PARK PLAN

CITIZEN GROUP VISION                                                                                  
MADISON DESIGN PROFESSIONALS WORKGROUP

CITIZEN GROUP VISION                                                                                
NOLEN CENTENNIAL PLAN

2012 DOWNTOWN PLAN

1997 MONONA TERRACE1909 A MODEL CITY, JOHN NOLEN'S PLAN

1930 - 1950s THE SEGOE PLAN & THE CREATION OF 
LAW PARK

• Jame Doty’s original 
plan for the City of 
Madison.

• Located the capitol 
centrally on the 
highest hill.

• Established the City 
grid.

• Public space was not 
reserved along the 
Lakes, but rather 
parceled for a working 
waterfront.

• For thousands of years, the Isthmus 
and Four Lakes Region has been 
home to Native Americans.

• The culture and history of the first 
people of Madison should inform the 
future narrative, uses, forms of Law 
Park. 

• In 2019, (8) Frank Lloyd 
Wright buildings were 
inscribed as World Heritage 
properties. Only (23) other 
World Heritage properties 
are located in the US. 

• All downtown plans since 
the 1960’s have called for 
a strong Wright design 
inspiration and most call 
for the construction of 
his unbuilt work: Monona 
Terrace and boathouse 
(unbuilt)

• Perpetuates Wright’s 
aesthetic legacy for the 
Monona Waterfront.

• Accommodates Madison’s 
growing need for cultural, 
social and recreational 
resources. 

• The plan was seen as an 
opportunity to further 
develop a downtown bus 
transit system. 

• Peterson’s vision for Law 
Park connects to the 
east side of the Monona 
Terrace bridging over 
John Nolen Drive with an 
urban park.

• The vision includes an 
urban skate rink, Frank 
Lloyd Wright Inspired 
Boathouse and transient 
docks for boaters.

• The Design Professionals 
Vision for Law Park 
includes an expanded 
Monona Terrace with a 
roof top park and adjacent 
park space that decks 
over John Nolen Drive.

• Separate Garden Rooms 
have the potential to 
attract community 
sponsors.

• The Nolen Centennial 
Plan focuses 
on improving 
pedestrian 
connections between 
Olin Park and the 
Alliant Energy Center 
to Downtown. 

•  The vision includes 
a land bridge from 
Alliant Energy Center 
to Olin Park.

• Celebrate the Lakes 
• Beautification from 

Olin-Turville Park 
to Blair Street 
should occur with 
overlooks, access to 
water, vegetation, 
and public art.

• The first phase of the 
Monona Basin Plan was 
realized in the Wright-
designed Monona Terrace 
Construction.

• Provides roof-deck access to 
the lake from downtown and 
a bike elevator to the Capitol 
City Trail.

• The Monona Terrace 
bisected Law Park into its 
two halves today.  

• Nolen felt parks were 
central to improving 
city life.  

• Advocated for the 
conservation of nature 
and natural areas.

• Focused on creating 
hierarchy of public 
space.

• First plan to establish a 
connection the Capitol 
and Lake Monona.

• The first plan to 
include information on 
the racial and ethnic 
make-up of Madison. 

• The plan called for the 
filling of the Monona 
Causeway and creation 
of Law Park.

Lake
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Lake Mendota

Lake 
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Garner 
Park

Elver
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Vilas
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Olin ParkGoodman
Park

Odana Hills
Golf Course
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Park

Cherokee Marsh
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Exhibit 7: City of Madison Parks by Type

Legend
Park Type

Community

Mini
Neighborhood
Open Space

Sports Complex

Trafficway

Other

SpecialConservation

2018-2023 MADISON PARK & OPEN SPACE PLAN
• Expanding the 

eastern portion of 
Law park to create 
a signature city 
park.

• Program elements 
listed include: 
boat docking, land 
bridges and plazas, 
shelter based on 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
Boathouse Design. 
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AND FISHING

WHAT WE HEARD

BOATHOUSE & 
DOCKING



STEP FOUR:  V IDEO



STEP FIV E:  W HAT LIES AHEAD…



Proje c t Proce ss

Bra nd ing

Inv e ntory  
a nd  Ana ly s is

La w  Pa rk  
Pre lim ina ry  

Re p ort

Com m unity  
Enga ge m e nt

La w  Pa rk  
Ma ste r Pla n

Sum m e r Fa ll 20 20

Pro je c t  Te a m
Urban Assets
Equity B y Des ign

Zebr adog

S mithG r oup
K imley- Hor n
L imnoT ech



Tha nk  you!


