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INTRODUCTION 

Elvehjem Park is a 5.39-acre park located on the east side of Madison at 1202 Painted Post 
Road. Classified as a neighborhood park, the service area for Elvehjem is 1/2 mile. The nearest 
developed parks to this location are Droster Park to the southeast, Acewood Park to the southwest, and 
Heritage Heights Park to the north. In addition, several conservation parks exist within this service area: 
Acewood Conservation Park to the south, Elvehjem Sanctuary to the west, and Heritage Prairie to the 
north. All of these parks fall within or near a 1/2-mile radius from Elvehjem Park (see Adjacent Parks 
Map, Exhibit 1). 

 
 

HISTORY 

Elvehjem Park has a long history as a crop 
production field on agricultural property before 
becoming parkland. The first parcel was dedicated to the 
City for use as public parkland in the year 1961 as part of 
the Painted Post Estates development. Additional parcels 
followed in 1963, 1965, and 1966 (see Exhibit 2). A 
portion of the land dedicated in 1963 for park and school 
purposes was eventually divided into separate park and 
school parcels in 1964 by City Council resolution. Photo: Elvehjem Park, circa 1955 

Photo: Location of Elvehjem Park 
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Photo: Aerial view of Elvehjem Park, circa 2018. 

Elvehjem Park and the surrounding neighborhood are part of the Elvehjem Neighborhood Association 
(see Exhibit 3). 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Elvehjem Park is an existing developed park, consisting of 5.39 acres of mowed turf, wooded 
edges, and recreational amenities. The parcel features an overall drop in elevation from the north to the 
south, in a series of steep slopes, and a large, graded playing field, which can be seen on the topography 
map (see Exhibit 4). Adjacent to Elvehjem Park is Elvehjem Sanctuary, which features steep slopes falling 
to the west.  

 
A majority of the park area features slopes less than 5% as shown in the Slope Analysis Map (see 

Exhibit 5). These slopes are primarily located in the area of the existing community gardens, the playing 
field, and the tennis courts. The steepest slopes (greater than 20%) occur along the edges of the 
community garden and playing field and where the existing shelter is built into the side of a hill.  

 

N 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/neighborhoods/profile/26.html
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The dominant soil on site is made land, 
comprising more than 60% of the park property. 
During the development of the surrounding 
neighborhood, fill of unknown origin was placed on 
site and used to rough grade the topography for park 
amenities. The Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) lacks a uniform description for made 
land, as the qualities vary greatly depending on the 
type of fill and construction methods utilized. 
However, general assumptions about the 
composition of made land include: the soils lack 
horizons, feature mixed and disorganized particle 
sizes, and vary in their compaction or stability. The 
community gardens area features the other 
dominant soil type on site, Ringwood silt loam. 
Typical of moraine landforms, this soil has gentle 
slopes of 2-6%, excellent drainage, and is considered 
prime farmland.  

 

Existing trees on the property were evaluated and identified by a consultant, see the Existing 
Vegetation Inventory (Exhibit 6). This inventory identified  a variety of tree species on-site, 
predominantly located around the park property boundaries and around an existing pea gravel area 
(which previously contained play equipment; the play equipment was removed as it could no longer be 
maintained). The most common tree species include Quercus rubra (Red Oak), Ulmus rubra (Red Elm), 
Celtis occidentalis (Hackberry), and Acer negundo (Box Elder).  

 

Photo: View of the community gardens at Elvehjem 
Park. 

Photo: Map of public open spaces in the Elvehjem neighborhood. 
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The public open space that is Elvehjem Park is part of a larger open space area that includes 
Elvehjem Sanctuary and Elvehjem Elementary School. Together these three properties provide a variety 
of recreational opportunities. Elvehjem Sanctuary, a City of Madison conservation park, is forested and 
provides a multitude of natural surface hiking trails. These trails are greatly valued by the surrounding 
neighborhood; nine of ten community survey respondents rated them as important to very important. 
During non-school hours, the amenities at Elvehjem Elementary (which are owned by the Madison 
Metropolitan School District) are available for use by the general public. This includes basketball courts, 
play equipment, a fully-accessible play structure, a backstop, soccer fields, and various hopscotch/four 
square courts.  

 
CURRENT USES AND MAINTENANCE PRACTICES 
 The primary activities currently occurring in Elvehjem Park include the community garden, 
shelter reservations, pick-up tennis games, and informal (unreserved) field sport practice. The 
community garden is a popular amenity, featuring 30 rentable plots (as of 2019) and has a waiting list of 
interested gardeners for 2020. The other amenities (the shelter, field, and tennis courts) have seen 
declining reservations in the last five years.  
 

Reservations at the shelter have been declining due, in part, to dissatisfaction with the current 
facility. A number of improvements are being contemplated to address these issues. The lack of off-
street parking seems to be a deterrent to athletic field reservations, though unreserved field sport 
practice has been observed on several occasions by Parks staff.  

 
The lack of use seen at the tennis courts could be due to a number of factors, such as the 

growing popularity for tennis tournaments (which require several courts in use at one time), growing 
popularity for alternative court sports such as pickleball, and the condition of the existing courts. The 
existing soils on site (classified as made land) provide insufficient support to maintain a satisfactory 
sport court playing surface, resulting in excessive cracking and higher maintenance requirements. The 
courts at Elvehjem Park were not identified as an important amenity during the public engagement 
process.  
 
 Current maintenance practices in the park include turf management, such as mowing and 
patching, and routine shelter upkeep and cleaning. This property will be maintained in accordance with 
the City of Madison Adopted Land Management Plan. 
 
MASTER PLAN 

The master plan process included two public input meetings, a pop-up booth, and a community 
survey, which is consistent with the adopted Park Master Plan Policy. 

 
Public Input Process 

The first public input meeting was held on June 19, 2019. The public input meeting provided 
history, background, and context for the site and elicited neighborhood input on the park and potential 
amenities. The results of the community design activity from this meeting can be seen in Exhibit 7. To 
gather additional feedback, a community survey was created to gauge the desire for specific amenities 
that are typically offered within neighborhood parks while also identifying seasonal usage patterns and 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/documents/LandMgmPlanAdopted2017.pdf
http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/about/documents/Madison-Parks-Master-Plan-Policy.pdf
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demographic information. This survey was mailed to approximately 898 addresses within 1/2 mile of the 
park and made available online. The results of the survey were then compiled; these results can be seen 
in Exhibit 8. A pop-up booth was hosted in Elvehjem Park on August 6, 2019, to complement the 
Neighborhood Association’s National Night Out event and gather in-person feedback from park users. 
Staff present provided information regarding the master planning process and gathered input.  

 
After analyzing the input received at the first public input meeting, the pop-up booth event, and 

through the community survey, two master plan design concepts were created. These master plans 
were provided for the community to review and comment on at the second input meeting, held on 
October 3, 2019. The majority of the public input meeting participants expressed a preference for the 
final proposed master plan for Elvehjem Park. The presentations provided at all public input meetings 
can be seen in Exhibit 9. 
 
Proposed Park Amenities 

The proposed park master plan takes into consideration the usage patterns, existing park 
amenities, and public input received by Parks staff. The top desired amenities identified through the 
master planning process included a nature play area, open space for active/passive recreation, a shelter, 
and community garden space. The proposed amenities include one additional recreational amenity for a 
neighborhood park that was not identified in Table 4.2 Typical Park Facilities by Park Classification 
(2018-2023 Park and Open Space Plan, see Exhibit 10), as it is a newly emerging recreation trend. A 
bicycle playground and potential pump track are proposed for the southern portion of the park. Parks 
Division staff continue to research and analyze this innovative recreational facility due to the 
neighborhood’s interest. 

 
All of the proposed amenities included in the master plan are shown on Exhibit 11 and include 

the following: 

 
Natural Play Area 
 A play area, containing natural elements such as logs and boulders, is proposed near the existing 
shelter and in the area of the existing baseball/softball backstop (the backstop will be removed prior to 
play area construction). As seen in the community survey, a strong majority of respondents rated play 
equipment as an important or very important amenity for Elvehjem Park.  
 
Bicycle Playground/Pump Track 
 The master plan includes an area at the southern edge of the park for a bicycle playground and a 
potential pump track. This would partially encompass the existing tennis court area. The tennis courts 
may either be removed or repurposed for the pump track feature, and the bicycle playground 
potentially located on the lawn area to the east of the tennis courts. The idea of a bicycle playground or 
pump track facility received many positive comments via email, at the second public input meeting, and 
in the community survey. 
 
Informal Seating Area with Additional Park Entry Sidewalk 
 To increase access to the park and to the bicycle playground/pump track area, the master plan 
includes a path on the southern edge of the park (this would require permission from the Madison 
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Metropolitan School District). The path leads to an informal seating area adjacent to the bike 
playground/pump track area, providing a location to gather or supervise the activity. 
 
Reservable Shelter 

Four out of five community survey respondents rated the presence of a shelter in the park as 
important or very important. As discussed previously in this report, the Parks Division is considering a 
series of improvements to the existing shelter. 
 
Open Space for Active/Passive Recreation 
 The master plan seeks to preserve the existing open space in Elvehjem Park. Seventy percent of 
community survey respondents rated open space as important or very important to include in the 
master plan, and twenty-nine percent felt the existing open space is the best aspect of the park.   
 
Community Garden 

The master plan includes a proposed expansion of the community garden area. The current 
number of plots have all been rented for the 2019 season and garden coordinators have requested an 
increase to accommodate demand. Approximately two thirds of community survey respondents rated 
the gardens as an important or very important amenity to include in the master plan update. Amending 
the City’s Lease Agreement with Community Groundworks to expand the garden would be the next step 
in the process. 
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Exhibit 1: Adjacent Parks Map
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EXHIBIT 2

















Elvehjem Neighborhood Profile: Land Use Map

Madison Neighborhood Profile: Elvehjem Neighborhood Association EXHIBIT 3
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Exhibit 4: Topography Map
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Exhibit 5: Slope Analysis Map
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Exhibit 6: Existing Vegetation Inventory
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Basswood- Tilia Americana (2)

Black Cherry- Prunus serotina (2)
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9 1,447 163

Q1 How important are public parks and open spaces to your quality of
life?

Answered: 163 Skipped: 13

Total Respondents: 163

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

ANSWER CHOICES AVERAGE NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER RESPONSES

ELVEHJEM PARK MASTER PLAN SURVEY EXHIBIT 8

41.14% 72

10.29% 18

29.14% 51

5.14% 9

14.29% 25

Q2 Why do you typically visit parks/outdoor recreation areas?
Answered: 175 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 175

To walk/hike
or view nature

To play a game
or participa...

To take my
child(ren) t...

To go to an
event or...

Other (please
specify)
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To walk/hike or view nature

To play a game or participate in a field sport

To take my child(ren) to a playground

To go to an event or festival

Other (please specify)



Q3 How often do you visit Elvehjem Park in the below seasons?PLEASE
CHECK A BOX FOR EACH SEASON.

Answered: 172 Skipped: 4
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TOTAL
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ELVEHJEM PARK MASTER PLAN SURVEY

Q4 Please write two (2) to three (3) adjectives which describe how you
feel when you think about the current condition and availability of

amenities in Elvehjem Park. (How do you feel in this space?)
Answered: 123 Skipped: 53

Of the 123 respondents who answered this question, 60 provided negative answers (using 
descriptors such as crummy, outdated, or neglected), 17 provided neutral answers (such as meh, 
sparse, potential), and 38 provided positive answers (for example, peaceful, relaxed, and fun). The 
remaining 8 answers did not fit the question and were not classified.



Q5 Please write two (2) to three (3) adjectives which describe how you
would LIKE to feel when you think about the condition and availability of
amenities in Elvehjem Park. (How would you like to feel in this space?)

Answered: 123 Skipped: 53

ELVEHJEM PARK MASTER PLAN SURVEY

123 survey respondents provided input on how they would like to feel; these results are summarized 
below in the form of a word cloud. The most common adjectives are displayed. The size and 
prominence of the adjective in the graphic is determined by the number of responses received in the 
survey. If a particular adjective was included in many responses, it will be displayed in a larger font 
and be positioned more prominently.

Q6 What do you feel is the best aspect of Elvehjem Park?
Answered: 129 Skipped: 47

Of the 129 survey respondents who answered this question, 29% thought the available open 
space or size of Elvehjem Park was the best aspect, 15% touted the park's convenient location, 
13% voted for a specific facility or aspect of the park, and an additional 19 comments were not 
clear and thus not categorized. Finally, the remaining 21% of responses felt the best aspect of the 
park was actually neighboring Elvehjem Sanctuary (the woods and hiking trails specifically), 
which is owned by the City of Madison but not considered a part of Elvehjem Park.



Q7 What do you feel is the biggest drawback of Elvehjem Park?
Answered: 124 Skipped: 52

ELVEHJEM PARK MASTER PLAN SURVEY

Of the 124 responses to this question, approximately 42% were concerned with the condition of the 
existing amenities in the park. Most of these comments specifically mentioned the shelter. 36% of 
responses mentioned a current lack of amenities or limited activities available in the park, 4% 
stated accessibility difficulties, and of the remaining comments 8 had no drawbacks to mention and 
5 were unrelated to the question at hand.



Q8 Please select and rank the recreational amenities below on how
important you feel it is that they be included in the Elvehjem Park master

plan.
Answered: 176 Skipped: 0
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43
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37.04% 60

19.75% 32

26.54% 43

12.35% 20

4.32% 7

0.00% 0

Q9 If you are a parent/guardian, how many children live in your
HOUSEHOLD (aged 17 or younger only)?

Answered: 162 Skipped: 14

TOTAL 162
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ELVEHJEM PARK MASTER PLAN SURVEY



Q10 Please share any additional comments or concerns regarding the
Elvehjem Park master plan development.

Answered: 68 Skipped: 108

ELVEHJEM PARK MASTER PLAN SURVEY

1)The community gardens was a good addition to the Park use. - Maybe combined use of the Elvehjem School lands w/ 
City Park land would work for more options. I'm thinking of the open lands west of the school and north of Academy Dr.

2) Options for hookups (water, electricity) for food carts, events, bands, and other activities would be great at LVM park.

3) My major concern for the park is that the sanctuary portion is not being cared for well enough, specifically managing the 
invasive plant growth that is choking out the native plants.

4) This park is underutilized and there is poor visibility from the main entrance on Painted Post. Please keep and update 
the shelter and bathrooms.  This park *needs* a playground.  A bike playground would be an innovative draw for the 
neighborhood and surrounding areas; I would love to see one in Madison.

5) None

6) Teen age GANGS don't need another place to hang out! Give your money to the police to fix the jail or to the Parks 
dept. to help the golfers.

7) I was disappointed that the play structure was removed. My friend worked hard to put that up.

8) We have older/elderly adults with disabilities living in this household so accessiblity and access is important to them.

9) again... well taken care of tennis courts are important. Need a practice area and a tennis ball recycling bin (which is free 
BTW)

10) There is a drainage on the park by the playground that I twisted my able in

11) I'd like to see dogs officially allowed on leash.

12) It's important to me that the park be dog-friendly. I'd like to see more that would draw in adults as well. Things with an 
interactive and/or educational component are also good. I wonder if there's a way to collaborate or pull in members of the 
church across the street. What about an ice rink/sledding hill for winter fun?

13) I think that some of the woods can be removed for equipment and playing fields.

14) While I have no children living with me, my Grandchildren use the park when they visit.

15) Great Neighborhood would draw more people out if the park was better

16) It would be really great to have an asphalt pump track.  It is such a unique and fun activity that would draw many 
families to the park.  Its not something that many parks have so it would really add to all the great activities the park 
provides.

17) Dog park!

18) Dog park.  This neighborhood has a lot of dogs and this would be a great addition.

19) Would be GREAT to get bike area~every other park close is for skateboarding!

20) Be the site of the first and only bike pump track in Dane Co.  Work with PumptraxUSA.



21) Safety

22) Dogs should be allowed, this is a family space and people bring their dogs if they want to enjoy time with the whole family.

23) Please add a pump track for bikes!! Madison needs one sooo bad. There’s a huge demand.

24) It would be so wonderful to build an asphalt pumptrack. The nearest one is in LaCrosse and Madison could build a better 
one. Even if it was simple and did not look like a butterfly from the sky

25) A bicycle pump track would be amazing. My son participates in bmx and would be a wonderful workout for him

26) The shaded playground that was appropriate for young children was my family's favorite park. We met many neighborhood 
kids there, and spents hours at a time there. The shade is very important. VERY disappointed playground was removed and 
not immediately replaced!

27) as a huge biking city, we lack any place for kids to go and ride their bikes.  Google "Lebanon Bike Park" in Lebanon, OH - 
we had the opportunity to visit there recently and it's great.  So many families enjoying the space, lots for all to do there!

28) A bike/pump track would extend the life of the park to older kids/teenagers as a fun safe place to go.

29) I would LOVE a pump track or bicycle play ground. There are none in this area and I find myself traveling often to get to 
them. My family participates at Madtown BMX and there are lots of kids from there thst eould come use this. I think this would 
be a great addition to our neighborhood.

30) City should follow up on renting private events. If trashed make sure not allowed back. Lots of times i find trash out in front 
of my home after an event

31) If I were to give a pitch to the Madison Parks Department, I would first tell them to think BIG when it comes to this park 
master plan. The Elvehjem Neighborhood is the foundation of the East Side, with a neighborhood association that has been 
going for 50 consecutive years, the longest in all of Madison. This new shelter and park will be used for 10+ neighborhood 
events, and could be the focal part of our neighborhood. We could host association board meetings there, have our annual 4th 
of July with over 200+ people ever year, and numerous holiday events.

The neighborhood is slowly turning over to more young families, ready to start a new generation for this neighborhood. A newly 
renovated shelter along with a grand master plan for Elvehjem Park would help kick start that generation in the right direction. I 
want to see this park become part of the future our neighborhood. 

32) We are really missing a playground when school is in session and cannot play at the school. It would be nice to have a 
place to picnic under shade. The park is such a beautiful place, but the shelter is outdated and not welcoming.

33) I would appreciate having a LifeTrail fitness trail. I have used these at Middleton parks. They are exercise stations that help 
you focus on various muscle groups/stretching, etc.

34) I live across the street from the park and use it on an almost daily basis year around. I am also a gardener at the LVM 
Community Garden. I thoroughly enjoy the park as well as the Elvehjem Conservation area. Here are my thought: 1) the 
shelter needs to be replaced. The current shelter is dark and does not really invite folks to enjoy the park. It is also a hang out 
for teens, who are mostly innocent but it can be a surprise to come down the hill and turn the corner to find kids, or anyone 
hanging out. Kids also climb on the roof of the shelter all the time - its a neighborhood rite of passage. If there is to be play 
equipment it should be near the shelter. The school has plenty of play equipment on the other side, but far away from the 
shelter. 2) Dogs should be allowed on leash n the park. Dirty secret is that many people do it and there is never an issue. 3) 
The conservation area is a wonderful place!...but entirely under used. The nature there is terrific and the walk is serenely 
wonderful. I do worry however that it's beauty is being lost to invasives (garlic mustard, honeysuckle, buckthorn) and the 
amount of dead tree branches concerns me as fuel for a fire during a dry spell. The conservation area needs a plan of its own 
to restore and save it. Also the undergrowth in the conservation area traps so many mosquitoes in the summer that it is 
inaccessible for all practical purposes except on the most windy or cold days. Of course, I do not expect the area to be 
mosquito free.

35) We've lived in Elvehjem neighborhood for 41 years.  Raised 2 children here (born 1980, 1983).  Been caring for our 
granddaughter for 5+ years in our home now.  We know Elvehjem shelter is used by LVM Neighborhood Association (we are 
members) and we are very grateful for this shelter and park.  We also attend MSCR activities at Elvehjem Park.



36) Would love school and city to work together for wheelchair swing and paths

37) Most value the openness and spaciousness of the park. Would like it to maintain it's 1970's open, breezy style. Acewood park 
changes appear to have more of an urban style (for instance the dark metal fencing). Much prefer the mroe suburban, woodsy 
style of Elvehjem Park (for instance, the open wood fencing near entrance to Park Shelter and near where there are currently 
gardens). Would like changes or additions to keep the original look and feel of the park. New tennis courts and basketball court 
would be good along with new wood benches by the tennis courts. Also better manicured trees and bushes- trimmed, cut back to 
allow for better visibility, safety surrounding the tennis courts. New fencing around tennis court (some kind as what is there now). 
New green court with white boundary lines would be a good improvement.

38) Lights for tennis and pickleball.

39) Other than the tennis courts or woods, for running or walking, we don't use the park much (no kids). Our impression is much of 
Elvehjem Park is just a big, open grass field. While this may be good for kids' sport events, it doesn't really have a "park-like" feel 
to it. How about  more trees around the fields? Though we don't participate, the community garden space is a good feature too.

40) I would really love to see a dog park component in this park, or another local park. 60% or more of our park usage includes our 
dog and we would like to increase that number.

41) I'd love to see a sand volleyball court put in at Elvehjem. There are already many amenities for those with young kids, but sand 
volleyball is a big deal for post college-middle aged people in Madison, and would draw people out who otherwise might not make 
use of Elvehjem Park already.

42) I think of Elvehjem Sanctuary and the school grounds as part of this larger space. Because of the increasing loss of natural 
spaces, preserving and enhancing the natural spaces we have is very important. The basketball, softball and soccer fields co used 
with the elementary school is a good plan. I don't think we need more in addition to that, especially with Acewood and Droster 
Parks in easy walking distance.

43) It would be nice if LVM was dog friendly. The shelter could use a little makeover.

44) Restrooms should be locked overnight to discourage those that might choose to occupy the building overnight! Seems the 
restrooms could be open to those using the building with a permit, or when there are people using the park for sporting events or 
general use! (during the day and early evening.(

45) Adding a dog exercise area, or at least making it not against the "rules" to have a dog in the park.

46) There are a lot of dogs in the neighborhood that could benefit from an off leash park.  It also gives our neighbors a chance to 
get together more often which could strengthen neighborhood bonds!

47) I would like to see better lighting in the area.

48) I'm just glad it's going to be updated soon.

49) Excited that we’re discussing it!

50) before adding anything put car parking at top of list. I can"t even get out of my driveway now here on academy dr. on game 
days or practice or other activities. I can"t have folks over as Academy dr. becomes a parking lot you can"t get near my home. it 
used to be a lovely neighborhood park, something has to be done about parking, take some that land and make parking, there 
don"t seem to be any respect for those of us that live here, it has become a dangerous sitituation. so what ever  is added to the 
park concider parking places 1st.

51) Area needs more diverse activities besides open field sports

52) Pickle Ball is one of the fastest growing sports and would like designated courts.  Tennis courts are unsafe to use due to the 
asphalt is extremely cracked and eroded. Paved walking path encircling the park and to the activities. We have lived in the LVM 
area for 33-years.

53) the shelter is totally wasted right now. keep the rest rooms open.

54) It will be a great improvement around here to have the whole site taken into consideration. Turn it into a place to be enjoyed by 
all...Thank You.



55) Again, as someone who chose to live in this neighborhood because of the proximity to the park, let me please emphasize the
need for lights at night. Lots of illicit activity occurs parked along the street and in the park because it's so dark there at night. It
need to have better lighting.

56) It would be awesome to have more family friendly activities available at the park.

57) Park is great, no need to make any drastic changes

58) We take 3 grandchildren to the play area at Elv. School.

59) We were at a wedding in the shelter last summer that was lovely. The couple worked very hard to get it ready for tor people
as it was pretty gross. I see teens there a lot smoking and doing other things which makes us leave.

60) Pathways would be nice for accessibility for those with disabilities, as well as some playground equipment for those with
disabilities.

61) lack of parking makes using this as a sports field very inconvenient for the neighbors.

62) The school has a softball diamond and half court basketball.  What about football or soccer goal posts?

63) We loved the playground in the shade that wasn’t part of the school and would love to see it come back. We also would really
appreciate access to bathrooms and drinking water.

64) Would love to see playground for small children in a shady area.

65) This space is beautiful and has the opportunity to be a great space to build community in the neighborhood. In its current
condition, it doesn't do this and ultimately is underutilized. If better developed I could see it be a heavily used park.

66) Thanks for looking into making some much needed improvements! Even if there is small impact it will be huge!

67) I love it that so many people in the neighborhood use and enjoy this space! It's literally in my backyard (lucky me!), so I see
how much use it gets daily. The one thing that's a problem is the East Side Sharks football team. They practice 5 days a week,
for 3 hours a night, for 3 months straight. It is excessive. They are loud - lots of yelling (coaches) and constant whistle blowing.
This activity is not a good fit for a small space in the middle of a residential area. All the other groups who practice and play there
are great -quieter, less frequent, etc. - but not this one. Another thing to consider is that even though a lot of people here have
kids, a lot don't. The park shouldn't only be kid centered. I enjoy using it because it's an extremely accessible way to get out in
nature, when I don't have time to drive somewhere.

68) The open field might be better off with some trees and paths, maybe a sculpture and landscape features rather than used for
large field sports given current underutilization for that purpose.
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ELVEHJEM PARK 
MASTER PLAN UPDATE

Public Meeting #1
Elvehjem Elementary
6‐19‐2019

INTRODUCTION

Sarah Close, City of Madison Parks Division

Ann Freiwald, City of Madison Parks Division

WELCOME

Thanks for coming, we’re looking forward to working with you to design Elvehjem
Park! We want to hear your thoughts and ideas, so to make sure everyone has an 
equal chance to speak…

‐We will take all comments/questions at the end of the presentation.

‐Do not interrupt others while they are speaking.

‐No disparaging remarks about others’ comments.

‐ If you are not comfortable speaking tonight, please call, email, or take our 
community survey.

Don’t forget to sign in and grab an IClicker!

TONIGHT’S GOALS

What are we talking about?
Location of ElvehjemPark and introduction to master planning process

What is there now?
Site inventory and analysis

How will the park be developed?
Design exercise

Now what?
Gathering public input/comments, creating draft plan(s), follow‐up public 
information meeting

Power 
Button

Multiple Choice 
Response Buttons

Display indicates your 
response is received

•Push orange button to turn on
•When poll is opened, choose response with A‐E buttons
•Display will show a “√” when your response is received
•You can change your answer until the poll closes

Troubleshooting:
•Display says “Closed” – Poll is closed
•Clicker isn’t working – Push power
button to turn off; turn on again
•Clicker still isn’t working – push and
hold power button for two seconds, 
then press A twice to reconnect to 
receiver.
•Clickers turn off after 10 minutes; 
Push power button to turn back on.

ICLICKERS – REAL TIME POLLING

HOW OFTEN DO YOU VISIT A 
PARK OR OUTDOOR 
RECREATION AREA?

A. Multiple times per week
B. About once or twice a week
C. Once or twice a month
D. A few times a year
E. Other

Practice 
question!



2

MASTER PLANNING

What is it?

A master plan:

oIs a forum for public input

oProvides a common vision for future management/development of a property through a 
public consensus building process

oAnalyzes site inventory and suitability (What is there now and what can we do with it?)

oProvides programming (aka activities), development, and resource protection 
recommendations

Questions answered by a master plan: What is going to happen, where‐ish, when‐ish, and 
about howmuch will it cost?

A 10,000 foot view!

MASTER PLANNING

A master plan does NOT:

oSpecify specific materials or finishes

oDesignate exact locations

oContain construction drawings (which include information like dimensions, colors, 
products, quality requirements, etc. )

Questions NOT answered by a master plan: Who is going to build it, when (exact 
date), and how much will it really cost?

MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Public Input 
Meeting #1

Community 
Survey

Public Input 
Meeting #2

Park 
Commission

If no, or 
minor 

changesWE ARE HERE

ElvehjemNeighborhood 
Association

Existing Park & Recreation 
Opportunities

Elvehjem Park

ZOOMING IN…

E

L

V

E

H

J

E

M

N

A

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED 
IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD?

A. A few months or less

B. A couple years

C. Over five years

D. I don’t live in the
neighborhood
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Taken from the City of Madison Neighborhood Indicators Project website

Elvehjem NA= 
27.3%

5.80%

17.50%

72.90%

9.60%

6.30%

22%

56.50%

15.20%
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Young Children‐ Age 0 to 4 Youth Population‐ Age 0 to 17 Adult Population‐ Age 18 to 64 Senior Population‐ Age 65 and
Over

Age Demographics

Madison

Elvehjem NA

63.20%

88%

96.90%
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Transit Stop Access Households with Access to a Vehicle

Transportation Access

Madison Elvehjem NA

WHAT DO YOU FEEL IS MOST 
LACKING IN YOUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY SPACES?

A. Places to walk or bike for 
exercise
B. Places for children to play
C. Places to picnic and have
gatherings
D. Places to grow and eat local 
food
E. Other

ELVEHJEM PARK

oLocation

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial

o Site Photos

o Topography and Slope

o Soils

o Vegetation
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I HAVE VISITED ELVEHJEM
PARK.

A. Yes
B. No

L

O

C

A

T

I

O

N

HISTORY

oFirst parcel dedicated to the City of Madison in 1965 as part of the Painted Post 
Estates development

oLong history as agricultural property/made land

oNo significant or suspected archaeological artifacts/buildings in park

Elvehjem Park Aerial Photo 1955

Elvehjem Park Aerial Photo 1968 Elvehjem Park Aerial Photo 1976
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Elvehjem Park Aerial Photo 2005

EXISTING CONDITIONS

o Aerial

o Site Photos

o Topography and Slope

o Soils

o Vegetation
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S

P

H

O

T

O

S
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V

E

G

E

T

A

T

I

O

N

• Trees evaluated by contracted
professional arborist

WHY DO YOU TYPICALLY VISIT 
PARKS/OUTDOOR RECREATION 
AREAS?

A. To walk/hike or view nature
B. To play a game or participate
in a field sport
C. To take my child(ren) to a 
playground
D. To go to an event or festival
E. Other

DESIGN YOUR PARK!

Questions to ponder:

oWhat’s been your best experience of a public space?

oWhat do you want to experience in Elvehjem Park?

oWhat design elements would support that 
experience?

Design Activity in Groups 

oWork for about 20 minutes

Quick presentation/summary to the entire group.
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A

D
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DESIGN YOUR PARK!

Questions to ponder:

oWhat’s been your best experience of a public space?

oWhat do you want to experience in Elvehjem Park?

oWhat design elements would support that 
experience?

Design Activity in Groups 

oWork for about 20 minutes

Quick presentation/summary to the entire group.

NEXT STEPS
• Gathering public input 

• Be sure to contact us with comments or take/submit the 
Community Survey!

• Madison Parks will analyze public input and site conditions
• What do residents want and what can the site provide?

• Public Input Meeting #2
• Day and time to be announced, aiming for August
• Conceptual plans will be presented for public review and
voting!

Watch the City Parks “Project Portal” website for the Community Survey and project updates!
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/elvehjem‐park‐master‐plan

DON’T FORGET TO RETURN 
YOUR ICLICKERS!

Box for the IClickers is in the 
back of the room.
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CONTACT  US:
SARAH  CLOSE
OFFICE:  (608)  263‐6850
EMAIL:  SCLOSE@CITYOFMADISON.COM

COMMENTS?
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ELVEHJEM PARK 
MASTER PLAN UPDATE

Public Meeting #2
Elvehjem Elem. Library
10‐3‐2019

INTRODUCTION

Sarah Close, City of Madison Parks Division

Ann Freiwald, City of Madison Parks Division

WELCOME

Thanks for coming, we’re looking forward to working with you to design Elvehjem
Park! We want to hear your thoughts and ideas, so to make sure everyone has an 
equal chance to speak…

‐We will take all comments/questions at the end of the presentation.

‐Do not interrupt others while they are speaking.

‐No disparaging remarks about others’ comments.

‐ If you are not comfortable speaking tonight, please call, email, or take our 
community survey.

Don’t forget to sign in and grab an IClicker!

TONIGHT’S GOALS

Recap of the previous Elvehjem Park meeting

‐Master planning process and site inventory and analysis

What did we hear?
‐ Summary of public input
‐ Design exercise results

Review and discuss master plan concepts

Now what?

MASTER PLANNING

What is it?

A master plan:

oIs a forum for public input

oProvides a common vision for future management/development of a property through a 
public consensus building process

oAnalyzes site inventory and suitability (What is there now and what can we do with it?)

oProvides programming (aka activities), development, and resource protection 
recommendations

Questions answered by a master plan: What is going to happen, where‐ish, when‐ish, and 
about howmuch will it cost?

A 10,000 foot view!
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MASTER PLANNING

A master plan does NOT:

oSpecify specific materials or finishes

oDesignate exact locations

oContain construction drawings (which include information like dimensions, colors, 
products, quality requirements, etc. )

Questions NOT answered by a master plan: Who is going to build it, when (exact 
date), and how much will it really cost?

MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Public Input 
Meeting #1

Community 
Survey

Public Input 
Meeting #2

Park 
Commission

If no, or 
minor 

changesWE ARE HERE

ELVEHJEM PARK

oLocation

oHistory

oExisting Conditions
o Aerial

o Topography and Slope

o Soils
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HISTORY

oFirst parcel dedicated to the City of Madison in 1965 as part of the Painted Post 
Estates development

oLong history as agricultural property/made land

oNo significant or suspected archaeological artifacts/buildings in park
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Elvehjem Park Aerial Photo 1955 Elvehjem Park Aerial Photo 1968

Elvehjem Park Aerial Photo 2005

EXISTING CONDITIONS

o Aerial

o Topography and Slope

o Soils
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E

R
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I CLICKER RESPONSES
How long have you lived in this neighborhood?

A. A few months or less
B. About a year to two years
C. About three to five years
D. Over five years
E. I don’t live in the neighborhood

How often do you visit a park or outdoor recreation 
area?

A. Multiple times per week
B. Once or twice a week
C. Once or twice a month
D. Once or twice a year
E. Other.

I CLICKER RESPONSES
Why do you typically visit parks/outdoor recreation 
areas?

A. To walk/hike or view nature
B. To play a game or participate in a field sport
C. To take my children to a playground
D. To go to an event or festival
E. Other

What do you feel is most lacking in your local 
community spaces?

A. Places to walk or bike for exercise.
B. Places for children to play.
C. Places to picnic and have gatherings.
D. Places to grow and eat local food.
E. All of the above.

COMMUNITY SURVEY
Q1: WHY  DO YOU TYPICALLY  VISIT 
PARKS/OUTDOOR RECREATION AREAS?

Q3:  IF YOU ARE  A PARENT/GUARDIAN, HOW  
MANY CHILDREN LIVE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD 
(AGED 17 OR YOUNGER ONLY)?

DESIGN YOUR PARK!

Questions to ponder:

oWhat’s been your best experience of a public space?

oWhat do you want to experience in Elvehjem Park?

oWhat design elements would support that 
experience?

Design Activity in Groups 

oWork for about 20 minutes

Quick presentation/summary to the entire group.



5

‐ Shelter renovations
‐ Multi‐use playing field
‐ Tennis/Pickleball
‐ Play options for younger 

children
‐ Ski/sledding hill
‐ Bicycle playground
‐ Increased access
‐ Gaga ball

‐ Shelter renovations
‐ Multi‐use playing field
‐ Tennis/Pickleball
‐ Play equipment for 

younger children
‐ Ski/sledding hill
‐ Increased paved access

‐ Shelter renovations
‐ Multi‐use playing field
‐ Tennis/Pickleball
‐ Play options for younger 

children
‐ Ski/sledding hill
‐ Bicycle playground
‐ Increased access
‐ Parking

‐ Play equipment
‐ Gaga ball

COMMON THEMES

iClickers
Top Results:
•Most lacking in local area? Places to picnic and have gatherings; All of the above.
•Why do you typically visit parks? To walk/hike or view nature; To take my children to a playground

Survey
• Natural areas

• Hiking trails

• Seating

• Play equipment

• Bike Playground/Pump Track

Design Exercise
• Active activities (play equipment, organized sports, ski/sled hill)

• Passive activities (walking access, open space)

• Functionality (shelter renovations)

Master Plan Option 1  Master Plan Option 2

Play area near shelter, bike playground/pump track. Large nature‐play area in location of previous play equipment.

MASTER PLAN OPTIONS – LET’S DISCUSS

NEXT STEPS
• Board of Park Commissioners

• Approval of Master Plan
• Funding

Watch the City Parks “Project Portal” website for the Community Survey and project updates!
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/elvehjem‐park‐master‐plan
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CONTACT  US:
SARAH  CLOSE
OFFICE:  (608)  263‐6850
EMAIL:  SCLOSE@CITYOFMADISON.COM

COMMENTS?



Exhibit 10: Planning Document Links 

 

City of Madison Park and Open Space Plan 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/about/parksopenspaceplan.cfm 

City of Madison Comprehensive Plan 

https://imaginemadisonwi.com/document/comprehensive-plan-adopted 

Dane County Park and Open Space Plan 

https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/Information/Planning-Development/Parks-Open-Space-Plan 

 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/about/parksopenspaceplan.cfm
https://imaginemadisonwi.com/document/comprehensive-plan-adopted
https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/Information/Planning-Development/Parks-Open-Space-Plan
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