CITY OF MADISON

On Track for the Future: Madison Passenger Rail Station Study

A flexible framework preparing the City of Madison for future passenger rail expansion.

ABOUT MADISON & PASSENGER RAIL

Madison is growing, and passenger rail is part of
its future. Federal and state plans identify
Madison as a key market with strong ridership
potential. With Federal Corridor ID funding,
WisDOT is studying service expansions—a first
step toward implementation. This study outlines
recommendations and next steps for advancing a
passenger rail station in Madison.
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“This diagram is preliminary and subject to change following the development of a Service Plan.

IMAGINING A MODERN PASSENGER RAIL STATION IN MADISON

Madison is doing its part to be ready for the future extension of the Hiawatha. A passenger rail
station in Madison would be modern, yet simple—not requiring elaborate facilities, but running
trains on existing freight rail tracks, and needing space to accommodate a platform, and a modest
station building or space to house essentials like a waiting area, restrooms, and service

information.

Most importantly, a successful Madison station will be located in an area that is convenient and
connected to our area’s top visitor destinations and population centers.

In collaboration with project partners and stakeholders, this study has identified station location
options that best meet these needs.

Key considerations for a modern station include:
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Proximity to key destinations and population centers

Seamless connectivity to Madison’s multimodal
transportation network

The ability to provide a building or space with modern, yet
simple station amenities such as a waiting area, service
information, and restrooms.

Space to accommodate a platform large enough to serve a
700-foot passenger train
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STUDY PROCESS

To evaluate station location

options, the City of Madison

used a two-tiered evaluation
process.

SIX CORRIDORS

|dentified six station area
corridors along existing tracks
where a station could be

located.
.
o®
EIGHT SITES

Evaluated eight most viable
station sites within the
recommended corridors.

TWO SITE AREAS

Recommended two site areas
with the highest likelihood of
success.

RECOMMENDED SITE AREAS

Through the development of the study, the team determined that selecting exact parcels or detailed site plans
isn’t necessary at this stage. Instead, corridor and site evaluations identified two promising station areas that best
align with project goals. These locations can move forward conceptually, with site details refined further along in
overall project development process.

The Monona Lakefront site—along the existing rail corridor parallel to
John Nolen Drive—is Madison’s top recommendation for a future
passenger rail station. Its proximity to Capitol Square, Monona Terrace,
downtown hotels, and the lakefront ensures riders immediately feel
they’ve arrived in Madison.

With unmatched visibility, connections to major destinations, and
potential for integration with new or existing development, this centrally
located site supports equitable access from all parts of the city. While the
relatively constrained site area will require creative engineering and
design solutions, its strategic location and alignment with broader urban
planning goals make it an ideal opportunity to strengthen Madison’s
identity as a welcoming, well-connected city.

The Johnson Street Yard site—along the existing rail corridor near
Johnson and First Streets, next to the Madison Public Market—offers a
large, flexible footprint that could serve as a practical alternative if a
downtown station proves infeasible. The site provides ample space for
passenger facilities, parking, and train servicing, with multimodal
connections and proximity to redevelopment along the Isthmus and
near Northside.

Its main drawback is limited direct connectivity—riders would need to
transfer to reach key destinations, reducing convenience and
competitiveness with driving. Still, its scale, flexibility, and links to the

Public Market and East Washington corridor make it a viable.
NEXT STEPS

The City of Madison will continue working closely with WisDOT, Amtrak, and other partners to ensure the City’s priorities are
represented throughout the Corridor ID process and that we are prepared to move quickly when funding becomes available.
Our near-term focus will be on advancing the Monona Lakefront site while maintaining flexibility for both top station areas.




