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Heroin Overdose Concerns
by Sgt. Bernie Gonzalez

So far in 2011, we have seen an unprecedented number of  
heroin overdoses in Dane County. The City of  Madison 
and the East Side in particular are not immune. It has 
become a weekly occurrence in which our officers respond 
to an overdose which, if  not immediately medically treated, 
will often result in death. Although many overdoses take 
place in private residences, we have seen an increase in the 
number of  cases which take place in businesses or personal 
vehicles parked on public property. In early April, a letter was 
delivered to a number of  local businesses alerting them of  
this trend. 

The letter states, in part:
“Over the past several months, the City of  Madison has experienced 
an increase in the number of  heroin-related overdoses, many which have 
resulted in death.
 
The members of  the Madison Police Department East District are 
providing you the following information to alert you to this trend, and to 
help keep you and your customers safe.
 
The Madison Police Department has noted that while most of  these 
occur within private residences, many are occurring in parking lots 
and more recently, restrooms, open to the public, such as gas stations, 
convenience stores, etc. These areas often provide just enough privacy for 
heroin/drug users to ingest narcotics inconspicuously.

There are several steps you can take to prevent this type of  activity. 
They include:
 
•	 Maintain regular checks on your parking lots & restrooms.
•	 Note persons who are in restrooms for prolonged periods of  time.
•	 Notify police of  suspicious persons who repeatedly use your 

restrooms without patronage.
•	 Note drug-related paraphernalia in the trash including but not 

limited to:
N	 Needles
N	 Alcohol wipes
N	 Burnt spoons
N	 Small aluminum caps
N	 Surgical rubber strips

It is hoped that by sharing this information with the community, it can 
foster a spirit of  cooperation by creating partnerships to address an issue 
that has negatively impacted our neighborhoods.”
 
The letter further encourages citizens and business owners to 
report suspicious behavior in progress by calling 911. If  you 
would like more information on this issue, please feel free 
to contact any member of  the district’s Community Policing 
Team at 266-5945.

LaFollette High 
School Update
by Off. Greg Rosetti

On February 8th, 9th, and 10th, 
LaFollette hosted mediation 
sessions with a group of  Latino 
young men involved in conflicts 
with other Latino young men 
in the community. Translation 
services were offered to family 
members in attendances who were there to support the 
young men. The mediation was successful and the two 
groups of  individuals have, for the time being, remained 
at peace with each. Incidents that occur within the 
neighborhoods can at times impact the school population. 
The Madison Police Department and Dane Co. Human 
Services sponsored the event. This was a great example of  
collaboration and pro-active of  restorative, community-
oriented policing.

As you are all aware, February and March have been a 
tumultuous time for the State of  Wisconsin due to the 
proposed ‘Budget Repair Bill.” MMSD Schools will be 
making up for four days of  time lost when the schools were 
closed. LaFollette High School has had to extend the school 
day by 18 minutes. The new schedule is as follows:

Block 1	 8:13	-	 9:48 am
Block 2	 9:53	-	11:31 am
Lunch	 11:31	-	12:27 pm
Block 3	 12:27	-	 2:03 pm
Block 4	 2:08	-	 3:43 pm

Spring break dates will remain the same. On Wednesdays, 
school will end at 2:40 pm instead of  2:20 pm.

Officer Greg Rosetti
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Med Drop Box Update
by Lt. Wayne Strong

Beginning in November of  2010, 
the East District began a program 
for citizens to drop off  unwanted 
and expired medications. A med 
drop box was placed in the lobby 
of  the precinct for area residents 
to properly dispose of  unused 
medications. The purpose of  this 
initiative was to prevent unwanted and unused medications 
from falling into the wrong hands and/or harming the 
environment through improper disposal, i.e., flushing them 
down the toilet or throwing them in the trash.

As of  this time, the East Precinct is the only one in the 
city that has a permanent med drop box and it has been a 
booming success as we have collected approximately 500 
pounds of  medications. Madison residents have been using 
the box on a daily basis and as a result of  increased demand 
we have extended the hours in which citizens can drop off  
meds. 

The standard hours of  operation will remain Monday 
through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. For residents that 
cannot make it during these hours due to work schedules, 
meds can be brought to the station after hours and on 
weekends. Residents using the med drop box during these 
outside hours should be aware that their ability to drop off  
meds will be largely dependent upon officer availability. 
Residents should use the phone in the vestibule of  the 
precinct and depending on calls for service, dispatchers 
will advise whether officers are available to assist them. If  
officers are not available, residents will then be told to come 
back at another time.

Medications that will be accepted at the med drop box 
include the following:

•	 Prescription medications
•	 Over the counter medications
•	 Over the counter ointments or lotions
•	 Vitamins
•	 Samples
•	 Liquid medication in glass or leak proof  containers

Lt. Wayne Strong

The following medications/items will not be accepted:

•	 Needles (sharps)
•	 Thermometers
•	 Bloody or infectious waste
•	 Medication from businesses or clinics
•	 Hydrogen peroxide
•	 Aerosol cans or inhalers

All medications should be placed in re-sealable zipper 
storage bags and bottles are to be recycled at home. Liquid, 
cream or ointment medications are to be left in the original 
containers and secured in a leak proof  plastic zip loc bag. 
These bagged medications may then be placed in the med 
drop box.

If  you have any questions about the med box, please feel to 
contact me at 261-9112.
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Crime Prevention Tips

As indicated in our Investigative Update log authored by Lt. 
Skenandore, burglary is a crime Madison officers respond 
to frequently.  We have been pleased to make some recent 
arrests, which we hope will make an impact on crime.  
Frequently we talk about “hardening the target” and helping 
businesses reduce their profile as an easy target for burglars. 
The truth is, one size does not fit all, and what works for one 
business may not be the best strategy for another.

For this reason, a site visit by a trained Crime Prevention 
Officer might make sense for your business. Police Officer 
Frank Chandler is available for just such a purpose. He is 
available to assist businesses in deterring and preventing 

MPD Officer Named “Top Notch 
Teacher”

A Madison Police Department officer assigned to the 
department’s Safety Education Unit has been named a Top 
Notch Teacher by local CBS affiliate WISC-TV. Officer 
Emily Samson is the first law enforcement officer to receive 
the award. Samson, a 10-year MPD veteran, is known for her 
signature smile and love for children. Over the past 5 years 
she has become a familiar face to students through her work 
as a MPD liaison to Madison’s elementary schools.  We are 
very fortunate that Officer Samson spends most of  her time 
assigned to schools located in the East Police District.  We 
are very appreciative of  her efforts.

Officer Samson’s work was highlighted when she was 
presented the Top Notch Teacher award on March 7th, 
during WISC’s 6:00 p.m. newscast. She has also been selected 
to receive an Outstanding Service Award for her work 
with Madison school children at the MPD’s annual award 
ceremony this coming May. Emily and her husband, MPD 
Sergeant Dave Samson, have three of  their own children: 
ages two through five. If  you missed the broadcast on 
WISC-TV last month, you can watch it via the link included:
www.channel3000.com/localvideo/index.html?v=34092

burglaries. Frank will conduct a site visit, ask questions, 
takes pictures and then develop a security plan for your 
establishment.  His expertise is not limited to burglar plans. 
He has helped other businesses devise personal safety 
security plans or assist with retail theft issues. Officer Frank 
Chandler can be reached in the Crime Prevention Office at 
266-4238. Officer Lester Moore of  the Crime Prevention/
Gang Unit is another resource who is assigned to our 
district and can assist as well. If  you have crime prevention 
questions or concerns about gang related activity on the East 
Side, he can be reached at 266-5971. 

Attached is a burglary and theft from auto guide which 
contains basic crime prevention strategies that if  followed, 
may help prevent you from becoming a victim.
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Investigative Update
by Det. Lt. Joey Skenandore

I would like to introduce myself  I am Lt. Joey Skenandore. I 
have been assigned as the East District Detective Lieutenant. 
I am looking forward to working in the East District. 
Previously I was assigned as the Fifth Detail Officer in 
Charge working in patrol services. The Detective Bureau 
in the East District has experienced some turnover due 
to retirements. Early in 2011, three veteran detectives 
assigned to the East District retired from the Madison Police 
Department. Additionally, shift change brought a total of  six 
new detectives to the East district. Detectives Cory Nelson, 
George Chavez, Pete Baio, Joel Peterson, Paige Valenta and 
Taya Dolsen are all new arrivals to the East District. Another 
change was the addition of  the East Towne Mall to the 
East District’s area of  responsibility. In 2011, I will try and 
provide an abbreviated summary of  the incidents we are 
investigating. Please remember that these summaries are a 
small sample of  the total volume of  calls the Madison Police 
Department East District responds to.  

I wanted to share some information with the community 
regarding contact with City employees. This particular 
incident was reported after two subjects tried to identify 
themselves as City of  Madison Forestry employees. The City 
Forester released this information:

A Streets Division employee 
called the main Parks Office and 
our general forestry line to report 
that two men were trying to get 
in a residence by claiming they 
were Forestry employees. 

1.	 City Forestry Section does 
not need to enter into 
anyone’s private residence.

2.	 All City employees, 
regardless of  their job, should be able to produce 
identification and/or a name and phone number of  their 
supervisor so that the resident can call someone to verify 
the necessary work.

Verification of Sex Offenders 
by Sgt. Ron Webster

In early March, East officers completed a bi-annual 
verification of  lifetime sex offender registrants living in 
the district. There are currently 64 terminated, lifetime sex 
offender registrants living in the East District. The term 
“terminated” means the registrant is no longer under active 
supervision by a probation or parole agent.  In essence, the 
offender has completed his/her sentence.

According to Wisconsin statutes, lifetime sex offenders must 
be in compliance with the Sex Offender Registry maintained 
through the Wisconsin Department of  Corrections (DOC).  
This includes the following information:

1.	 The registrant must maintain with DOC their current 
address. 

2.	 The registrant must inform DOC of  their current 
employer and or school status.

3.	 The registrants, by statue, have ten days to notify DOC 
of  any changes. Failure to do so may result in arrest for 
violating 301.45(6)1, a class H felony.

Sex Offenders in the East District

38 Offenders with Juvenile Victims

22 Offenders with Adult Victims

4 Offenders with Misc. Sex Based Offenses

Although there are no statutory requirements that in person 
address verification by DOC or law enforcement occur, we 
believe it is important to do so and will make this an initiative 
at least twice per year.  Officers will respond to the offenders 
last known address and confirm this information is still 
accurate. Officers will also ask for current employment and 
vehicle information.  This allows officers to become more 
familiar with those sex offenders living in the district and 
within their patrol areas.

Det. Lt. Joey Skenandore
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January - March Incidents
Date Info

01/21/11 3200 block East Washington Ave. - Four businesses were entered in the strip mall on East Washington Avenue. Rear entry made 
through metal doors of store that allow access to other offices via hallways. Entry site had significant damage. Soda machine was 
damage and phone wires cut.  

01/02/11 2800 E. Washington Ave. - Business had glass motion alarm; broken concrete was used to smash the glass door to gain entry. 
Suspect(s) took clothing, watches and cigarettes.

01/19/11  1700 Thierer Rd. - Suspect(s) forced open an entry door by either kicking or pushing it in. A safe was removed. Approximately 30 feet 
from the back door officers noticed that wires to phone lines had been cut and all three lights above the outside doors had been broken 
out. In reviewing security video a suspect was observed carrying a crowbar.

01/19/11 3800 Milwaukee St. - Theft of a purse – suspects fled in a gray 4 door older sedan. Victim was unloading groceries into her vehicle 
when an elderly man told her someone had just grabbed her purse from the shopping cart. Suspect was described as a white 
male wearing a red coat and light colored knit cap, age range mid 20s – mid 30s. This suspect was later identified and arrested by 
detectives.

01/21/11 3200 E. Washington Ave. - Dispatched to strip mall reference burglary to multiple buildings that are connected by a common hallway in 
the back. Entry was gained by prying open doors with a crow bar. 

02/08/11 4800 Steinhauer Tr. - Dispatched for a possible home invasion - Two teenagers were home in the basement while mom was shopping. 
One of them heard someone upstairs and assumed it was mom, however it was a burglar. Residents were advised to look the doors to 
the house even if someone is home.

02/18/11 5500 Femrite Dr. - Witness saw males running from the building and get into a white Cadillac with temporary plates. An officer 
observed a car matching the description on Buckeye Rd and stopped it. Marijuana pipe was observed inside the vehicle in plain view. 
Crowbars were found in the vehicle as well as miscellaneous distinctive tools. Pry marks were found at the scene that would match up 
with the crowbars. There are two separate businesses that were entered at this address. A total of four suspects were arrested as a 
result of this burglary. 

02/20/11   4200 East Towne Blvd - Employee called for service because their cooling unit was having problems. As the repairman was nearing the 
back of the building he saw two males walking away and get into a blue Chevy van and leave the area. He then noticed some grates 
that were normally on the cooling units were removed and copper wiring and tubing were also removed. Another nearby business had 
its cooling unit stripped of its copper wiring. 

02/24/11 2400 East Springs - One of two suspects approaches an off duty Shorewood Hills officer and offers to give him two surround sound HD 
TV’s. The off duty officer declines the offer and contacts dispatch. The solicitors become suspicious of the complainant and flee the area 
on the Interstate. Officers were able to stop the vehicle and contact the suspects. Both cited for “No Solicitors Permit.” Both suspects 
reside in Illinois.

02/27/11  300 Cottage Grove Rd. - Burglary to business; phone lines cut, alarm wires cut, exterior lights disabled, gaming machines destroyed, 
ATM destroyed and cash taken from numerous areas in the business.

03/02/11  2400 Willard Ave. - Burglary to residence through unlocked back door while occupants were sleeping; taken were two laptops, Nikon 
camera, wallet with cash and multiple credit cards.

03/03/11   2100 East Springs Dr. - Representative of Menards contacted police regarding suspect who has been changing UPC codes on 
merchandise at local stores, as well as 64 other stores nationwide. Suspect brings his own UPC codes to purchase hot water recycling 
systems that retail for $189 and places his UPC codes on hot water recirculation pumps and kits valued in excess of $800 and then 
returns them for refunds.

03/04/11  4600 & 4800 blocks of Dream Lane - Two residential burglaries occurred overnight. The residents were at home when both houses were 
burglarized. Multi-state warning sent out for the vehicle that was stolen during the burglary.

03/07/11 800 Brandie Rd. - Resident arrived home to find all the lights on and the front door wide open. Suspects took approximately $19,000 of 
electronics; 5 TVs, 5 DVD players, 4 Blu-Ray players, 3 computers, jewelry and other miscellaneous electronics.

03/17/11 5100 Great Gray Dr. - Multiple large fight involving bricks, hammers and guns. The fight involved 10 – 15 people – mainly females, 
consisting of teenagers and adults. Four were arrested for disorderly conduct for their part in the melee and one was arrested for 
damage to property for throwing a brick at a car. The subject who was reported to have a gun left the scene prior to police arrival.

03/25/11 3400 Block of Hwy 12 & 18 - Madison Police Department officers and detectives, with the assistance of Dane County Sheriff’s deputies, 
arrested a commercial burglary suspect at a local hotel. Mark D. Goad, age 47, is someone detectives believe could be connected to 
dozens of business burglaries over the past two years. The suspect attempted to jump from of a second floor hotel room as police 
moved in. A MPD sergeant needed multiple stitches to close a hand wound after he was cut by shattered glass. The suspect battled 
with arresting officers, and was taken to a local hospital for a medical clearance prior to being transported to jail. Mr. Goad attempted 
to escape from the hospital while being examined by medical staff. MPD officers and hospital security stopped him before he was able 
to run from the building. An MPD officer suffered an injured knee during the second apprehension. Charges forthcoming.

03/29/11 N. Fair Oaks Ave. - A 31-year old Madison man was randomly attacked and robbed while walking on N. Fair Oaks Ave. shortly after 
8:00 p.m. The victim was punched and knocked unconscious. Two suspects (males age 18 and 17) were located on a Metro Bus and 
arrested.

We are also investigating two other random batteries that took place earlier in the day. A woman was knocked off her bicycle on 
La Follette Ave. around 4:15 p.m. She said there were a couple of teens, and one hit her with a backpack before the group got on 
a Madison Metro bus. She was not seriously injured. About 20-minutes later a teen punched a man in the face near 6th St. and 
Winnebago St. He too said his attacker was with a couple of other young men. 

03/31/11 5400 Painted Post Rd. - Officers were dispatched to a report of firworks being lit at a residence. As an officer approaches toward the 
front door, a 19 year old jumped out of the doorway pointing a rifle at the officer. The officer draws his weapon ordering the man to 
drop the rifle, and he complies. It turns out that this 19year old was playing around with a friend by lighting off fireworks and shooting 
one another one another with what turned out to be a BB gun. The 19 year was cited
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Madison Police

Department

District Update: East

Captain Tom Snyder
tsnyder@cityofmadison.com

Lieutenant Wayne Strong, Patrol Operations
wstrong@cityofmadison.com

Lieutenant Joey Skenandore, Detectives
jskenandore@cityofmadison.com

809 S. Thompson Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 53716

Phone:	 (608) 266-4887
Fax:	 (608) 224-7150
Web:	 www.cityofmadison.com/police/east
Office Hours:	 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
	 Monday - Friday

“Policing in Partnership
with our Community”

The East Police District is one of  
five geographical areas served by 
the Madison Police Department. 
The East District coverage area 
extends from the Sun Prairie city 
limits in the north, to the village of  
McFarland limits on the south. The 
west boundary is Lake Monona 
including the Division Street and 
Olbrich Park area all the way east 
past Sprecher Road towards the 
Town of  Cottage Grove.

Darbo / Worthington Neighborhood 
Update
by Off. Susie Gonzalez

I am Police Officer Susie Gonzalez, the new Darbo/
Worthington Neighborhood Officer. I began this new 
assignment in February 2011. I have over nine years of  
law enforcement experience with the Madison Police 
Department. Prior to this assignment, I was the Brentwood 
Neighborhood Intervention Officer for the North District 
for two years. Some of  my goals for the Darbo/Worthington 
neighborhood include identifying and developing existing 
leaders and stakeholders, improving quality of  life issues, 
facilitating better street lighting, crime prevention and 
intervention and creating a neighborhood watch group. You 
will already see an improvement on Darbo Dr., reference 
the new street lighting, thanks to the Department of  
Transportation, Traffic Engineering Division. This small step 
in the right direction is one example of  my safety initiative. 
I will enjoy helping to improve the quality of  life for the 
residents of  the Darbo/Worthington neighborhood. 

I plan to continue a close 
working relationship with area 
schools and the Educational 
Resource Officers, as well as the 
coordinator of  Safety & Security 
from the Madison Metropolitan 
School District. In order to help 
improve the quality of  life for 
the neighborhood, I will also 
work closely with the Dane 
County Narcotics and Gang 
Task Force, the East Community 
Policing Team, ATF, the Madison Police Department’s 
Crime Prevention and Gang Unit, Canine Unit, patrol, other 
neighborhood officers, property owners/landlords, City 
officials, The Salvation Army, Joining Forces for Families, 
CDA, Mentoring Positives and the East command staff. 
We have a zero tolerance for illegal drugs, gang activity and 
criminal behavior and are eager to improve the quality of  life 
to the Darbo/Worthington Neighborhood.

Officer Susie Gonzalez



Residential burglary and theft from auto 
trends ebb and flow and can be 
attributed to different factors.   
 

The following information is offered to 
help residents of the City of Madison 
prevent burglaries and thefts from autos 
and assist the Madison Police 
Department in apprehending those who 
commit these crimes. 
 

There are currently six (6) officers 
assigned to addressing crime prevention 
strategies/issues in the Madison Police 
Department.  If you would like additional 
information, contact your neighborhood’s 
police district at:  
 

  West: (608) 243-0500 

      South: (608) 266-5938 

    Central:  (608) 261-9694 

       North:  (608) 243-5258 

         East:   (608) 266-4887 
 

Please remember, should you 
observe suspicious persons or 

behavior, call  911 immediately. 

Burglary/Theft from Auto Types of Burglars 

Most residential burglaries occur during 
the day.  It would appear burglars are 
checking to see if  people are home by 
ringing the doorbell and determining 
their next course of action based on 
that outcome.  If no one answers, they 
may make entry into the residence on 
the side or rear of the home by 
breaking out a window or forcing the 
door.  If someone does answer, they 
may ask for “Mary” and when told that 
no “Mary” lives there, they may say that 
they must have the wrong house. 
 

Other burglars look for signs indicating 
that no one may be home; mail or 
newspapers stacked up, trash cans on 
the curb days after trash collection, or a 
dark house. 
 

Some burglars aren’t picky and may not 
care if you are home.  We have seen 
some break-ins that occur in the middle 
of the night.  Some people wake to the 
burglars who typically flee.  Some 
people never know they have been 
burglarized until the next morning when 
they find property missing. 
 

Other burglaries occur as a result of 
open garage doors.  Burglars quickly 
rifle through a car for loose change, 
IPods, cell phones, purses, GPS,’s, 
CD’s or laptops.  They may even steal 
a car in some circumstances. 

City of Madison 

Police 

Department 

Residential 

Burglary &  

Theft from Auto 

Prevention 

1. Lock your doors.  Some of 
t h e s e  c r i m e s  a r e 
opportunistic. 

 

2. Lighting in general may help 
deter people as they no 
longer have the ability to 
move around in the cloak of 
darkness.  Motion lights are 
a good deterrent if you are 
looking to be energy 
conscious. 

 

3. Keep your garage door closed   
even when you are home. 

 

4. Mark desirable property with 
driver’s license number for 
later identification.  Also, 
maintain a log of your 
desirable property with its 
descript ion and serial 
number.   

 

5.  Increase the perception of 
occupancy by leaving on 
lights, radio, or TV. 

(Cont...) 

What Can You Do at Home? 



You and those that live in your 
neighborhood are the best people to know 
what goes on in your neighborhood!  While 
police can show a presence, we are not 
familiar with which people, cars, and 
activities are common for your area.  The 
more you are aware of the surroundings in 
your neighborhood, the more you can 
speak to what is out of place and why. 
 

Citizen participation is a critical piece of 
the solution. Consider starting or 
revitalizing a Neighborhood Watch 
Program.  Contact the Madison Police 
Department Crime Prevention Unit for 
more information. 
 

Get to know your neighbors using the Nine 
House Model.  Picture a tic-tac-toe board 
and your home is the free space (X). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numbers 1, 2, 3 are homes behind yours, 
numbers 4 and 6 are your side yard 
neighbors, and numbers 7, 8, 9 are your 
neighbors across the street.  By sharing 
and obtaining information within the Nine 
House Model, you have expanded the 
number of eyes and ears around your 
home by 8! 
 

1 2 3 

4 X 6 

7 8 9 

What Can You Do in Your Neighborhood? What Can You Do at Home? (cont.) 

Thefts from autos are also a concern 

so remember: 

 

1. Always lock your vehicle doors and 

keep the windows closed. 

 

2. Never leave your vehicle running if 

unattended. 

 

3. Limit the amount of personal 

information kept in the glove box or 

console to avoid identity theft. 

 

Theft from Auto 

Consider sharing the following 
information: 

Names of  adul t  res idents  
(children or others if desired) 

Address 

Home Phone 

Cell Phone 

Work Phone 

Vehicle description 

Emergency contact information 

 

By sharing this information, your 
neighbors have a better idea of who 
belongs which will help them decide if 
there is someone at or around your 
home that doesn’t. 

Theft from Auto (cont.) 

4. Park close to light sources, in  

highly visible areas. 

 

5. Remove, or at a minimum,    

conceal items in the vehicle 

interior.  Popular items include: 

CD’s 

Briefcases or Purses 

Laptops 

Radar Detectors 

Portable GPS units 

Loose change 

 

6. Avoid parking next to large    

vehicles (vans and trucks or 

SUV’s). 

 

7.   Back into a space if possible. 

 

8.   In secure parking garages, make 

sure no one enters while door is 

open and never prop open a door 

that leads into a garage. 

 

9.  Be aware of suspicious 

persons or behavior and call 

911 if observed. 

December 2010 

 

6.  If you will be out of town, 
have a neighbor or friend 
look in on the house. 
 

A.  Make sure someone 
picks up your mail and/or 
newspaper or put the 
delivery on hold.   
 

B.   During the snowy 
season, make arrangements 
for someone to shovel your 
sidewalk and driveway.  At a 
minimum, ask someone to 
drive into your driveway to 
leave tire tracks, thus giving 
the appearance someone is 
home. 
 

C. Use a variety of timers 
throughout the house to 
activate lights in different 
rooms. 
 

D. Have someone put your 
trash can out on the curb, 
and return it, on trash day. 

 

 

Please remember, should you 
observe suspicious persons 

or behavior, call  911 


