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CITY OF MADISON

The Northport-Warner Park-Sherman
Neighborhood Plan recognizes the tremendous
potential for the Northside to reinvent itself.
Madison’s Northside is often defined by its
broad diversity of residents from many different
backgrounds and age groups, strong community
connectedness and a beautiful natural setting. Itis
also known for the Airport and its close proximity
to downtown and the regional transportation
network and an ample supply of medium size
well-built homes. If marketed well, these features
could help to make the Northside a more popular
place to live for the next generation and an
attractive place to locate new businesses.

The Northport-Warner Park-Sherman
NeighborhoodPlanisaguidetohelpthecommunity
become an even better place. It promises to bring
about strategic land use change, create a more
unique identity and branding, strengthen the
economy, improve pedestrian and bicycle safety,
enhance and expand community education and
recreation and create stable and inviting places to
live. An amibitious and important set of pursuits
for an impressive community with a long history
of'success at coming together to make things better
for everyone. The NWS plan grew out of many
hours of diligent efforts by numerous Northsiders
who contributed their time, dedication and ideas.
Their voices are reflected throughout the plan
recommendations.

The NWS planning process began in 2007 with
background data collection and analysis, more
than 20 stakeholder interviews and a community-
wide Public Open House. The Mayoral appointed
Northport-Warner Park Steering Committee held
work sessions twice a month from January 2008
through June 2009. City staff facilitated these
sessions.

The Steering Committee solicited public input
every step of the way, carefully reviewing and
considering opinions and ideas as the group
drafted and re-drafted strategies and plan
recommendations.

After its fourth and final Public Open House
in April 2009, the Steering Committee made
revisions to plan recommendations and created
the Final Draft Plan. The Committee presented the
Final Draft Plan to 12 City Boards, Committees
and Commissions during the summer of 2009
and the Common Council adopted the plan on
November 3, 2009.

Plan implementation is underway. The Wisconsin
Department of Transportation has begun planning
for resurfacing STH 113 and preliminary
road improvement ideas include some of the
recommendations from the neighborhood plan.
The Steering Committee will also reconvene
soon to work out final details on allocation of
available Community Development Block Grant
Funds. City agencies are also incorporating
recommendations into their budgets and work
plans. Finally, in keeping with its long standing
tradition of community engagement, Northside
neighborhood groups have been meeting
to discuss ideas for streetscape designs, a
commercial kitchen incubator, a vertical farm and
other projects that will help to implement plan
recommendations.

The Northside is proud of all it accomplished
with the 1992 and 1996 plans and the steps it has
already taken to implement its 2009 plan. Over
the next 5 to 10 years, the Northside Planning
Council, neighborhood associations, businesses,
community centers, centers of worship and others
will continue to come together to effect positive
change with this plan and those that may follow.








