
BICYCLING IN THE DARK? 

 

Wisconsin state law requires you to use a 
white front light and a red rear reflector 
during hours of darkness. 

 
Your white front light must be visible to someone 500 feet away. 
It can be attached to your bicycle or yourself. 
 

Your red rear reflector must be visible from all distances between 
50 and 500 feet.   A lamp emitting a red or flashing amber light 
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in 
addition to, but not in lieu of, the rear red reflector. 
 

Hours of darkness include the time from 2 hour after sunset to  
2 hour before sunrise, and any other time visibility is reduced. 
 

Lights and reflectors are required wherever you ride, including 
streets, bike paths and sidewalks. 
 

This law sets a minimum requirement.  You are encouraged to use 
additional lights and reflectors as well. 
 

For more information on bicycling at night, pick up a copy of the 
BE BRIGHT . . . brochure, or call 266-6225. 

 

 


