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LEAF COLLECTION PILOT Q&A 
 

Q: What is this pilot? 
A: On every other week, starting October 7 and ending on November 21, the Streets Division will collect 

leaves/yard waste from the terraces in your neighborhood on the days, times, and locations of the year 
round parking restrictions.  
 

Why is the Streets Division trying this pilot? I think the current yard waste collection system 
works well enough. 
Having leaf/yard waste collection on the same day as the weekly street cleaning provides multiple 
benefits. Collections should be faster since crews will not have to work around parked cars. The post-
collection sweeping should be more effective, too, since there should be no parked cars in the way. And 
residents will know exactly what day to expect pickup.   
 

How will I know when the Streets Division will collect my yard waste? 
First, check the parking sign on your street. We will collect the leaves and yard waste during from the 
terrace on the same day and time as the posted parking restrictions.  Next, consult the enclosed calendar. 
The dates highlighted in yellow are the dates when yard waste collection will occur. 
 

Let’s say I live on Emerald Street. And the parking signs for my side of the street say there is no 
parking from 8am to 12pm every Monday.  Then I look at the enclosed calendar.  Does this 
mean you will collect my yard waste from the terrace on my side of my street on October 7, 
October 21, November 4, and November 18? 
Yes.  This is exactly how it will work.  
 

This is great! How can I help? 
Follow the parking restrictions. Vehicles interfere with collections and street sweeping. And get the yard 
waste out and ready for pickup on the correct day.  One last thing – it will a big help to keep your collection 
carts out of the street on days where sweeping and leaf collection coincide with recycling/refuse 
collection.  For yard waste pick up and street sweeping purposes, carts are another obstruction like parked 
cars.  
 

Can I put leaves in the street during the pilot? I’m worried about the grass. 
No. Do not put leaves in the street.  They leach phosphorus and this negatively impacts our lakes and can 
lead to more algae blooms.  The terrace grass under the yard waste should be okay if you place the yard 
waste out for pickup close to the collection day. If you are concerned about the collection equipment 
damaging the terrace grass, then you can choose to bag the leaves/yard waste in compostable paper lawn 
bags. Paper lawn bags are readily available at hardware stores, department stores (Target, Walmart, etc.), 
and online. Bagging the leaves means the crews will not need to push the leaves off the terrace with the 
Bobcat-like vehicles used for leaf collection. Instead, they can grab the bags of leaves and toss them into 
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the collection truck.  If you choose to bag your leaves/yard waste, keep the bags open so the collection 
crew can see what is inside. 
 

I place yard waste in the alley.  Will my collection happen on the same days as the pilot? 
No, this is not guaranteed to occur. The pilot focuses on collecting yard waste from the street terrace 
during times when parking is restricted.  In order to take advantage of the pilot collections, material should 
be placed on the terrace when parking is restricted.  The alleys will still be checked for yard waste, but the 
collection may not occur at the same date and time as the pilot.  
 

I live on a street that never allows parking on my side. How do I know what day to place out 
yard waste? 
On streets like this, such as St. James Court, you should place yard waste out for pickup the weekend prior 
to a collection week. As collection crews loop through the neighborhood, they will pick up the piles on the 
one-sided parking streets sometime between Monday and Thursday. While these homes do not have the 
same exact date guarantee as others in the pilot, a four-day window of when to expect yard waste 
collection is an improvement over the standard collection rotation. 
 

Will other services change with the pilot? 
No. The only change to services will be the day the yard waste is collected. Weekly sweeping will still occur 
on the assigned dates and times. Large item, recycling, and other collections will not be affected.  
 

What happens to the yard waste pickup when the pilot ends? 
Once the pilot concludes, the normal yard waste collection rotation will resume until the collection season 
officially ends. 
 

But what happens after the pilot is over – will this be how leaves are collected in Madison in 
the future? 
Let’s not get ahead of ourselves. There’s plenty to be assessed after this pilot concludes. If pairing yard 
waste collection to the parking restrictions is a collection system that works operationally and it is well-
received by the neighborhood, then expansion of the pilot for the fall of 2020 is certainly possible. But 
let’s complete this pilot first. 
 

How will we know if the pilot was successful? Will we get an update? 
Residents will be informed how the pilot went prior to the start of the 2020 spring leaf collection period 
so you will know what to expect going into that season. Winter weather may cause some delays, but it 
would be reasonable to expect to receive a letter from the Streets Division about the pilot by February 
2020. 
 


