ON-STREET
BICYCLING

Changing Lanes

Ride to the Right
in a Straight Line

YES

Ride as far to the right as
practicable, but stay far
enough away from the

curb to avoid hazards.
Ride in a straight line at
least three feet away
from the curb to allow
room for moving
around road hazards.
Watch for cars entering
from driveways.

SHARE THE ROAD
Accept the responsibilities
that go along with your rights

Madison and Wisconsin laws recognize bicycles as vehicles and
give you, the bicycle driver, the right to use most roads. Along with
this right comes the responsibility to obey the same laws as other
drivers. Understanding a few basic concepts can go a long way

ONLY

NO
!

SIGNAL

LOOK

and pedestrians.

& Signs

Beware of
Car Doors

YES

1) Look back for traffic,
signal, then move
when safe.
2) Ride straight through
the intersection,
dismount at the
opposite corner,
and walk your bike
across the street.

Passing moving
or stopped cars
or bicycles

Always Ride

YES

Riding against traffic is
unpredictable. Drivers
turning at intersections,
exiting driveways, or
leaving parking spaces
are not expecting wrong
way bicyclists.

NO

!

3FT

3FT

6 ACT LIKE A CAR

1 PROTECT
YOUR HEAD

Drivers are used to the patterns
of other drivers. Don’t weave in
and out of traffic. The more
predictably you ride, the safer
you are. Check for traffic. Be aware
of traffic around you.

Wear a helmet.

2 STAY VISIBLE

7 DON’T GET
DISTRACTED

If drivers can see you, they are
less likely to hit you. Use lights
when biking at night or in
low-light conditions.

Don’t listen to music or talk on
the phone while riding.

At intersections, watch
for turning cars and
pedestrians. When
mid-block, watch for cars
pulling out of driveways,
alleys and parking spaces.
Make eye contact with
other drivers.
Yield the right of way to
pedestrians in crosswalks.

BIKE
MAINTENANCE
Care for it and it will care for you.

Like any machine, a bike will work better and last longer if you care
for it properly. The best thing you can do for you and your bike is to
get into the habit of checking your bike regularly – a quick check
that can help you have hassle-free riding and may avoid repairs.

REGULAR CHECKS
EVERY WEEK

3 LOOK, SIGNAL,
& LOOK AGAIN

STOP!

Use hand signals to let drivers
and other bicyclists know where
you’re going. Look and make
eye contact. Don’t assume
drivers will stop.

STOP

shown from behind

ONE WAY

STOP

4 STAY ALERT

When traveling side-byside, stay
on the right half
of the path.

8 OBEY ALL TRAFFIC
LAWS & LIGHTS
Bicycles are considered vehicles
and must obey all of the same
rules as automobiles.

Check your brakes and
your wheels. Make sure that
“quick release” wheels are properly
secured.

BICYCLING ON SIDEWALKS

distances. Biking to and from work or school is not only a healthy way to get exercise, but also great way to save gas money and wear and tear
on your car!

GETTING READY FOR YOUR COMMUTE
• Check that your bicycle is in good working condition,
especially if you haven’t ridden for a while.

• Use eye protection to keep bugs & dirt out of your eyes.
Sun glasses can also help reduce glare from the sun.

• Check with your doctor if you have concerns about starting
an exercise program.

• Take extra care in wet weather. Streets are slippery when
wet, especially painted surfaces, metal plates, railroad tracks,
and oil-slicked areas. Be aware of wet leaves and of puddles
that may hide potholes. Your brakes do not work as well
when your rims are wet. Ride slower, stay alert, and start
slowing down earlier.

• Choose your route carefully. The best route to work by
bicycle may not be the same way you drive. Try a few different

NO

HELMETS

NEVER LEAVE HOME
WITHOUT IT!
The front of the helmet
should sit low — about one

!

Buckle the chinstrap securely at
your throat so that the helmet
feels snug on your head and does
not move up and down or from
side to side.

NO!

Always buy a new helmet
if you are in a crash and your
helmet takes a hit. Always replace
the helmet as it will not offer
the same protection after a crash.

NO!

Test the gears; are they shifting smoothly?
If not, it's time to take your bike to an
experienced bike mechanic.
Check for damaged or frayed
gear and brake cables.

PARENT RESOURCES
Helmet Purchasing Programs in
the Madison Area:

Kohl's Safety Center in the
American Family Children’s Hospital
1675 Highland Avenue, Madison, WI
www.uwhealthkids.org/kids-health-and
safety/bicycle-helmet-safety/35400

EVERY YEAR
Take your bike to a bike mechanic
for a thorough tune-up.

BIKING WITH CHILDREN

have the right of way on sidewalks and in crosswalks.

-

• Riding the wrong way is a major contributing cause of
bicycle crashes for children. Teach them to ride on the
right side of the street and in the same direction as other traffic.

STOP

LOCK IT,
DON’T LOSE IT!

BICYCLE
ACCIDENTS

There are 3 simple ways of cutting the risk of bicycle theft:

IF YOU ARE
INVOLVED IN
A CRASH:

to increase your visibility, even if
you do not plan to ride at night. A white headlight and a red

• Use a rack, baskets, or a backpack if you need to carry
things on your bicycle. Be sure to keep your hands free to
control your bicycle and signal turns. Packages can be strapped
to a rack, or placed in bags (panniers) that attach to a rack.
Use a trailer to carry large or heavy loads.

• Stay hydrated. Drinking lots of water is very important,
no matter what temperature you are riding in.

Lock your bicycle in a well-lit, well-traveled area. Dark alleys and
other out of the way places give thieves time to work. Always lock
your bicycle in a bike rack. When there are not bike racks, lock your
bicycle to something that cannot be easily broken.

• Consult one of Madison’s many bike shops if you have
any questions about commuting by bike.

BICYCLING RESOURCE GUIDE

. They
do not understand that traffic on the street has the right of
way over those entering the street. Teach them to always stop
before entering the street, and to look left, right and left again
for traffic. Children have limited peripheral vision, so emphasize
that they have to turn their heads when looking for traffic.

ADVOCACY

Find a bike rack, when
available. There are bike
racks throughout the
downtown and UW campus
areas, as well as in all
City parking ramps. Where
there are not bike racks,
lock your bicycle to
something that cannot
be easily broken. Bike
thieves have been known to
steal bicycles, lock and all, and break the lock later. Remember, it is
illegal to park your bicycle against a tree, or where it will block
access for persons with disabilities. Think about others. Will your
bicycle block a doorway, stairs, crosswalk, ramp, or other access, or
will it generally be in the way of pedestrians? Keep your bicycle
locked indoors overnight, if possible.

STATE OF WISCONSIN

Pedestrian-Bicycle Program - www.cityofmadison.com/bikemadison
traffic@cityofmadison.com - (608) 266-4761

Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin www./wisconsinbikefed.org

Wisconsin State Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator (608) 267-7757

Madison Bikes - www.madisonbikes.org

Bicycle Registration Program
www.cityofmadison.com/bikemadison/programs/registration.cfm
bikereg@cityofmadison.com - (608) 266-4474

Department of Transportation Bicycling Resource Page http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/travel/bike/default.aspx

Pedestrian-Bicycle Safety Educator - (608) 267-1102
http://www.cityofmadison.com/bikeMadison/
programs/safetyClasses.cfm
City of Madison Police Department www.cityofmadison.com/police
Non-Emergency Dispatch - (608) 255-2345

Road Construction Information - Dial 511
projects.511wi.gov
Tourism Information - (800) 432-8747 - www.tourism.state.wi.us

WISCONSIN STATE TRAILS

Wheels for Winners - www.wheelsforwinners.org

ORGANIZATIONS & CLUBS

•

Crash (Accident) Reports - (608) 266-4275
www.cityofmadison.com/police/accidents
Stolen Bicycle Reporting - (608) 267-8611
www.cityofmadison.com/police/sru

DNR Bicycle Trails Page dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/activities/bike.html

Traffic Enforcement Safety Team - (608) 266-4622

State Trail Pass Information http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/trailpass.html

Couples on Wheels (COWs) - Wisconsin Tandem Club
www.couplesonwheels.com

Capital City State Trail http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/capcity/

BIKE POLO

Badger State Trail http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/badger/

CYCLOCROSS

Traﬃc Violations & Complaints - (608) 266-4624
www.cityofmadison.com/reportaproblem/trafficenforcement.cfm
Report A Bikeway Problem www.cityofmadison.com/reportaproblem
City Engineering Projects www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/projects
Bike Buddy Matching - (608) 266-RIDE (7433)
www.rideshareetc.org

DANE COUNTY
Dane County Parks - (608) 242-4576
parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/Parks-Recreation/Biking
Department of Public Works - (608) 266-4261
(Highway & Transportation issues)

UW - MADISON
UW Transportation Services - (608) 263-6666
transportation.wisc.edu/transportation/bike.aspx
Bicycle-Pedestrian Coordinator - (608) 263-2969
Traffic Enforcement - (608) 264-2677
UW Police - (608) 264-COPS (2677)

Military Ridge State Trail http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/militaryridge/

LOCAL & REGIONAL TRAILS
City of Madison Bike Map & Guide (.PDF version of this map) http://www.cityofmadison.com/bikeMadison/planTrip/map.cfm
Madison Area MPO “Maps for Bicyclists” page
http://www.madisonareampo.org/maps/mapsBicyclists.cfm
With links to:
Dane County Bicycle Map
Fitchburg Bike Map
Middleton Trailheads Map
Sun Prairie Bike Routes, Paths, & Trails
DeForest Parks & Trails Map
Wisconsin State Bike Map
Wisconsin County Bike Maps
Maps for other Wisconsin Cities and Villages

CITY OF MADISON
BIKE INITIATIVES
BOULEVAR
IKE

Local

St

Bike Boulevards:
Bicycle boulevards are
low speed, low (motor
vehicle) traﬃc volume,
local streets that are
designated for use
primarily by bicyclists.
Bike Boxes:
Bike boxes are intended
to reduce bicycle and car
collisions by providing
greater visibility.

Bombay Bicycle Club - www.bombaybicycle.org
Wednesday Night Bike Rides - www.wnbr.org
UW Hoofers Outing Club -

www.hooferouting.org/index.php/activity-groups/road-biking/

Pedestrian & Bicyclist
Hybrid Beacon:

The Pedestrian & Bicyclist
Hybrid Beacon is a new tool
to help pedestrians and
bicyclists cross busy streets.
To learn more, go to
www.cityofmadison.com/
bikemadison/

Mad Bike Polo - www.madbikepolo.com
Wisconsin Cycling Association - www.wicycling.org

MOUNTAIN BIKING
Capital Oﬀ-Road Pathﬁnders (CORP) - www.madcitydirt.com
Madison's Female Off-Road Cyclists - www.madforcs.org
UW Hoofers Outing Club – Mountain Biking -

RACING

Madison Unicyclists - www.maduni.com

Is there a Cost to the Business Owner?

No, there will be no direct cost to you. The parking facilities
will be installed as funds become available. All that we ask is
that you keep the bike parking facilities reasonably clear of
obstructions so they can be used by your patrons.

Interested?

Contact Traffic Engineering,
traffic@cityofmadison.com (608) 266-4761

Madison's database are
also posted on statewide
and national crime
computers. Bicycles can be
recovered anywhere in the
US and traced back to you.
• Recovered Bikes Are
Returned to Owners.
Registering your bike
greatly increases the
likelihood it will be
returned to you if recovered. Bicycles that are
registered have a much
greater chance of being
returned to you if they are
lost or stolen and then
recovered; bicycles that
are not registered have a
limited chance of being
returned to you if they
are recovered.

YOUR COMMENTS
ARE WELCOME
Comments and ideas from bicyclists like you are an
important source of information for improving Madison’s
bikeway network. Please let us know where you think
there should be additional facilities, such as
as,bike
bikepaths
paths
or bike lanes, or other improvements to make bicycling
in Madison even better.

YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR IDEAS TO:
www.cityofmadison.com/reportaproblem
and select Bikeway Concerns

Email traffic@cityofmadison.com or call (608) 266-4761
Photos provided by: Darryl Jordan,Wisconsin Bike Fed, Trek Bicycle

BIKEWAY
MAINTENANCE

Bicycle Registration also aids in the

•

bicyclists don’t carry identiﬁcation with them, especially
children. What would happen if your child is involved in a
bike crash? It could take hours for emergency personnel
to make positive identiﬁcation and contact a parent. If
your child’s bicycle is registered, you can be contacted
quickly. Do your child and yourself a favor - register your
children's bicycles today.
• Registration Helps With Planning. Bicycle Registration also
provides valuable data to City planners, which aids in the
design of facilities and educational programs aimed at making
bicycling safer in Madison.
• Registration Is The Law. Although the City of Madison does
not wish to stress this point as the major focus of the program,
Madison City Ordinance 12.78(1) requires all bicycles used by
Madison residents to be registered. Bicycles must be registered
with the City of Madison, unless they have a current
registration in another municipality.

HOW TO REGISTER
• You can register or renew online:
www.cityofmadison.com/bikeMadison/programs/registration.cfm

• You can register
your bicycle at the
City Treasurer’s Office,
Room 107, City-County
Building, 210 Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Madison, WI 53703
• You can register your bicycle at any Madison bicycle dealer
To learn more, go to: www.cityofmadison.com/bikemadison

QUESTIONS?

Contact the City Bicycle Registration Coordinator:
bikereg@cityofmadison.com or (608) 266-4474

CITY OF MADISON

BIKE MAP
& GUIDE
2018

Paths
61 mi
Sts. w/Marked Lanes 146 mi
Sts. w/Wide Lanes
4 mi
Routes
117 mi

LET US KNOW ABOUT:
• Construction & Detours
• Debris, Obstructions,
& Encroachments
• Pavement Management

•
•
•
•

Proposed Bike Paths
Signing and Marking
Snow and Ice
Trees, Brush and Turf

STAY INFORMED

Wisconsin Oﬀ Road Series (WORS) - www.wors.org

UNICYCLING

Let us know if the terrace in front of your business would be
a good place to install bicycle parking facilities. Do you see any
evidence of need? Are bicycles currently being locked to street
signs, parking meters, or light poles in front of your business?
If yes, then contact us.

Report online at www.cityofmadison.com/reportaproblem

www.hooferouting.org/index.php/activity-groups/mountain-biking/

UW Madison Racing Team - https://wisconsincycling.org/
Brazen Dropouts - www.brazendropouts.org
Great Dane Velo Club - www.gdvc.net
Mad City Velo Club - www.madcityvelo.com
Wisconsin Cycling Association - www.wicycling.org

If
a bike is stolen from the
street, a car, or home, the
owner needs the serial
number to report the theft
to the police. Most people
don't keep this number
handy. However, when a
bicycle is registered the
police can recall information quickly from the
database. The registration
records are crossreferenced by name as
well as by serial number
and registration number.

• Theft Deterrence.
Thieves are less likely to
steal a registered bike since
its owner can easily be

To learn more, go to www.cityofmadison.com/bikemadison

ROAD BIKING / TOURING

Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Bureau of Parks and Recreation - 1-888-936-7463 http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/

Want Bike Parking in front of your business+?

WHY REGISTER A BIKE? HERE ARE A FEW GOOD REASONS:

• Check your child’s bicycle
frequently. Children are tough on bicycles, so they should be
inspected regularly. Take your child’s bicycle to a
bike shop and have them show you and your child how to
check their bicycle to make sure it works properly.

Downtown Madison Inc. Bicycle Committee www.downtownmadison.org/advocacy/bicycling
We Are All Mechanics - www.weareallmechanics.com

Call Police. All crashes involving
a motor vehicle that result in
injury or property damage
exceeding $1,000 must be
reported to the police.

A Four-Year Bicycle Registration costs only $10.00 and is a good way to help protect your important
means of transportation, recreation and exercise!

behind them. Teach your children to do this by having them
ride a straight line and look over their left shoulder when you
call out their name. When they look back, they should shout
out how many hands
you are holding up.

D

CITY OF MADISON

If a motor vehicle is involved,
record the driver’s name,
phone number, insurance
information, a description of
the car, and
a license plate number.

BIKE PARKING
PROGRAM

Choosing the
Right Location

inch or two of clearance
over the bar. They should
be able to reach and
squeeze the brake levers
comfortably. A child who
cannot reach the ground
or the brake levers will be
less likely to stop when
required, and the bicycle
will be harder to control
in general.
•

Help anyone injured;
if needed, call 911.

Ask witnesses to
identify themselves.

Other crashes or falls should be reported to the Police to
protect the legal rights of victims and to aid public officials
in identifying and correcting crash causes.

• Teach your children not to swerve. Children often make left
turns or swerve left around parked cars or other hazards, often

• Wear layers in cooler weather. Breathable layers help you
avoid getting too hot, and can be added or removed to stay
comfortable. A wicking inner layer and a windproof outer
layer are recommended.
• Be smart with your gears. On multi-geared bicycles, use
an easy enough gear to let you pedal at a rate of 60 to 90
revolutions per minute. Maintain this rate of pedaling (cadence)
by shifting gears as terrain, road surface, and winds change.
Shift into an easier gear before stopping, especially at a stop
sign or red light, to make starting up again easier.

Stop immediately; it’s against
the law to leave the scene of a
crash without identifying
yourself and
giving assistance.

Buy the best lock you can
afford. Keep the lock and/or
cable oﬀ the ground so a thief
cannot use the ground for
leverage.

• Children need a lot of training and practice to learn
how to ride safely. The best way to teach your children safe
bicycling skills is to ride with them. When appropriate, let
them lead, so they get used to making decisions on their own.
Remember, children learn by watching others, so be sure that
you always bike responsibly and wear a helmet.

B

• Wear a helmet. Recent studies indicate that wearing a bicycle
helmet can reduce your risk of a head injury by 85%. Protect
yourself from the unexpected by wearing your bicycle helmet
every time you ride.

Be careful when
crossing streets and
driveways. Watch
for traffic and make
sure other drivers
are aware of the
path and your
presence.

shown from behind

• Purchase the right size
bicycle for your child.
On a properly sized
bicycle, your child should
be able to stand over the
top bar with his/her feet

• Plan where to park your bicycle. Lock it securely to an
available bike rack, or in a location where it does not get in
the way of others. U-shaped locks work best to deter theft.

pathway when
stopping.

BIKE REGISTRATION

Biking with your children is a great way to get out and explore Madison! Not only is it a fun and healthy activity, but spending time biking with

• Sidewalks are preferred by many young bicyclists and
their parents. Sidewalks, however, can present a host of
hazards to bicyclists. If your children ride on sidewalks, teach
them to be safe. Teach them to be cautious when riding past
shrubs, fences, and buildings that create blind spots at
driveways and intersections for both bicyclists and motorists.
Teach your children not to enter the intersection unless waved
on by the driver, and to look for other traffic that might turn

RIGHT

PASSING ON
YOUR LEFT!

If the helmet leans forward,
adjust the rear straps. If it tilts
backward, tighten the front straps.

Check that brake pads are not touching
tires and replace pads if they are worn out.

• Children should always wear a helmet. A helmet will not
prevent crashes from happening but can provide protection
if you do fall oﬀ your bike.

LEFT

The straps on each side of your
head should form a "V" under your
ears, with one part of the strap in
front of your ear and one behind,
meeting just below your earlobes.

Check the tread on your tires and replace
tires if you see bulges or bald spots.

SAFE RIDING TIPS:

Make eye contact
and signal you turns
and lane changes.

A Good Lock

NO!

EVERY MONTH

!

Pass others on
the left by slowing
down, giving an
audible warning
such as calling out,
“Excuse me, passing
left”, and waiting
for a reaction
before passing.

Communicate with
other Drivers

your eyebrows to protect
your forehead.

Wipe your chain and lubricate with chain oil,
more often if riding in wet conditions.
Wipe the dirt from your rims.

!

Always travel
at a safe speed, with
due regard for
others. Faster users
may want to consider alternate routes
to ensure the safety
of all users.

• A GOOD LOCK
• USING IT EFFECTIVELY
• CHOOSING THE RIGHT LOCATION

YES!

on your head — make sure
it is level and is not tilted
back or forward.

Test to make sure that the brakes are
squeezing the rim of the wheel and
are not touching the tire.

Bicycling is allowed on sidewalks, EXCEPT where buildings are not set back from the sidewalk, as in commercial
districts. Pedestrians always have the right of way on sidewalks and in crosswalks. Give an audible warning
before passing pedestrians, and pass with care. Sidewalk rules may differ in surrounding communities.

COMMUTING BY BIKE

NO

Pass busses on the left.
Bus drivers have blind
spots to their right and
rear. Passing on the
right could get you
squeezed against the
curb if the bus pulls over.
Be prepared to stop for
pedestrians who may
cross the street in
front of the bus.

NO

Test the batteries on your bike light(s).

10 DO A QUICK BICYCLE
CHECK

Bike on the right side, in
the same direction as traffic.

YES

NO

Check tire air pressure and that wheel
quick releases are in the closed position.

Is your bicycle properly
adjusted? Is your saddle in
a comfortable position?

5 GO WITH
THE FLOW

R

Faster users
should yield
to slower users.

Be alert for drivers
speeding up then slowing
down as they pass you.
Do not pass cars on the
right near intersections;
you will be in the driver’s
blind spot. Do not rely on
other drivers’ turn signals.

NO
!

Passing Busses

Check that your handlebars and
saddle (seat) are tightly secured.

9 ASSURE BICYCLE
READINESS

Keep a lookout for
obstacles in your path.

R

Scan the
Road Ahead

Three feet of clearance is required when
passing moving or
stopped cars or bicycles.
Motorists passing
bicycles also have to
give three
feet of clearance.

10 SMART RULES TO BIKE SAFELY

•

All users should keep to
the right side of the path,
except to pass.

Pay Attention to
Motorists Making
Right-Hand Turns

Cross railroad tracks at
a right angle to avoid
getting your front wheel
caught. Slow down and
look behind you for
traffic. Change your lane
position if necessary to
line up to cross the tracks
at a right angle. Return to
your original lane position
after crossing the tracks.

There are two ways
to make a left turn:

NO
!

!

Crossing
Railroad Tracks

Making
Left Turns

Ride at least 3 feet from
parked cars to avoid
being hit by a suddenly
opened car door.

As a vehicle, bicycles must
obey all the Rules of the
Road. Cyclists have the
same privileges and
duties as other vehicles.

RIGHT

There are over 50 miles of bicycle paths in Madison. These paths
are used by a variety of users; including bicycle commuters, recreational bicyclists, families, pedestrians, and skaters. By following
a few basic rules, these paths can be shared safely by all users.

YES

STOP!

LEFT

Proceed carefully, make
sure you are visible, and
signal your intentions.
Watch cars at intersec
tions carefully. Make eye
contact with drivers. Ride
further out in the lane as
you approach
intersections. Be prepared
to make an emergency
turn if necessary. Vehicles
making turns can be
particularly dangerous.

other traffic is present.
Riding two-abreast is
permitted as long as
other traffic is not
impeded.

the lane you want
to move into has the
right of way. Look back
and wait for an opening
in traffic before moving
over.

BIKE PATH
ETIQUETTE

Be Careful
at Intersections

Riding
Two Abreast

To change lanes, look
behind you for traffic

B-cycle Moves Madison
Urban bike sharing makes it economical and convenient to use
bikes for trips that are too far to walk but too short to drive.
Specially designed to keep you comfortable and safe; B-cycles
feature easy-to-use adjustable seat posts, automatic lights,
three speeds, fenders, chainguards, and baskets.
By becoming a member or using a 24-hour pass, you can use a
B-cycle to run an errand, grab lunch, travel from the bus stop
to your office, or just explore the city.
Learn more about B-cycle: www.madison.bcycle.com

Sign up for the Bike Madison &
Upcoming Bike Projects email lists
at my.cityofmadison.com

Be Safe, Be Seen!
USE A LIGHT AT NIGHT

www.cityofmadison.com/bikemadison

