
COVID-19 Bike Walk Updates – 4/10/2020 

As you may have seen, Madison Bikes has asked the City to create additional space for 
people and the Wisconsin Bike Fed has sent out an Action Alert on that same topic. The 
City of Madison is currently working on creating additional space for people to walk and 
bike. The City recognizes that continuing to have safe outdoor walking and biking is 
critical for essential travel as well as for the mental well being of Madison residents. In 
addition to working on streets for people, the City has recently automated a number of 
intersections so that users no longer need to push a button to get the pedestrian walk 
light or green bike light. Many of these have received signage covering the button and 
the remaining ones will in the near future. 

Path counts for March 16 to April 5 were analyzed by Madison Bikes and show that 
ridership is at the same level as other years. Weekend use is down a little but that may 
be a reflection of this year's weather. In a quick survey of data, it looks, not 
surprisingly, like there is reduced ridership from 6-9am and late evenings. The afternoon 
ridership, however, is more than making up for those decreases. 

This week the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources announced the closure of 
40 state parks, forests, and recreation areas due to concerns around overcrowding, 
litter and vandalism. This includes most south central region properties. Dane County 
managed properties like the Capital City Trail and Yahara River Trail are still open 
although they are also adding social distancing signage and monitoring the paths. What 
can you do to help?  

 Good trail etiquette is more important now than ever. Slow down. Always wait to 
pass until there is 6 feet between you and everyone you are passing. Let people 
know when are passing.  

 Bike and walk single file along the edge of shared-use paths.  
 Always wait to pass until you can pass everyone near you with at least 6 feet 

distance. On narrow bridges, like those along John Nolen Dr., always ride single 
file and wait to pass until you are off the bridge. If you are mountain biking on 
narrow singletrack trails, wait until the trail widens out so you can pass safely. 

 Do not go out on the path with a friend and walk/bike 6 feet across from each 
other  so you can chat. This makes it impossible for other people to pass you.  

 If you arrive at a crowded trailhead, go to a different part of the park or a different 
park/trail.. 

 Don't linger at parking lots or trailheads.  
 If you are riding for recreation and mental well being, ride at less popular times if 

possible. 
 Do stay local. Discover new things in your own neighborhood. Do not travel "up 

north" to your favorite park or trail. 
 Current health guidelines recommend cloth face coverings for everyone when 

they are outside the home. The Wisconsin Department of Health Services now 
has information under the "Should I wear a cloth face mask" section to help you 
understand when you should wear one.  

https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202693&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202694&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202695&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202696&MID=58776&LID=133


 If you touch a flashing beacon light button, a bench, a fix-it station, BCycle or 
similar item, do not then touch your face after usage. Wash your hands or use 
hand sanitizer as soon afterwards as possible.  

 Be patient with everyone around you as we are all in this together.  
 Stay home if you or someone in your household feels sick. 

More useful information: 

 Want to help out? The City is looking for cloth face covering donations for staff in 
jobs like Streets, Parks, and others. More Information 

 Madison Bikes Updated Bike Shop Information  
 Madison BCycle remains open and is taking precautions but please wash your hands 

before and as soon after usage as possible. 

  Public Health Madison & Dane County COVID-19 Information 

 Mayor Satya Rhodes Conway: Let's Double Down on Social Distancing 

Share your photos of walking and biking with the hashtag #walkbikemadison!  

 

4/3/2020 Update - Let's Keep Biking and Walking Safely 

Mayor Rhodes-Conway Statement on Transportation 

Madison Bikes Updated Bike Shop Information  

Madison BCycle remains open and is taking precautions but please wash your hands before/after 

usage. 

Would you like to find somewhere quieter to ride where it might be easier to maintain distance 

from others or just feeling desperate for somewhere different? Here are some resources: 

 Low Stress Bicycle Route Finder for Dane County 

 Use the Dane County Bicycle Map to find smaller trails or newer trails you might not 

have tried. The new path along County Highway M features underpasses that just opened 

late last Fall. Or maybe you've never tackled the hill on the path that leads to Memorial 

High School. This is a great time to explore and with this map you can go in and turn off 

layers to find path segments you might not have ever had a reason to ride to create a new 

route. 

 The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources announced that state park and trail fees 

are waived at the current time. This includes the Capital City Trail, Military Ridge State 

Trail, Badger State Trail and the Glacial Drumlin State Trail. However, people are asked 

to not travel to other areas of the state to enjoy other non-local parks and trails. 

 Want to learn more before you go? Check out the Featured Dane County Trails from the 

Madison Area Transportation Planning Board and get information on some of the more 

popular routes.  

https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202697&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202698&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202699&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202700&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202701&MID=58776&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202534&MID=58703&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202535&MID=58703&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202536&MID=58703&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202537&MID=58703&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202538&MID=58703&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202539&MID=58703&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202539&MID=58703&LID=133
https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202540&MID=58703&LID=133


 Planning to get away and out in nature by riding one of the Madison area mountain bike trails? 

Remember that you still need to remember follow social distancing. 

 Don't congregate at trailheads. 

 Do be patient if you come upon a rider who is slower. You will need to stay back at least 

6 feet until you reach a space with room for someone to get over 6 feet. 

 When catching up to someone riding slowly, ride their pace and stay 6 feet back until the 

singletrack opens up. If this is going to be difficult for you, then consider riding very 

early or very late when you are less likely to encounter others. 

 Be especially cautious on the two-way trails. This is not the time to set personal records 

but to instead ride slowly and always be alert to the need to move way over.  

 Ride well within your ability levels. If you do not have experience with jumps don't go to 

Quarry Park and start launching off them. You can learn that skill later. Stick to watching 

videos for now. 

 Expect more people walking on the trails, more families riding and more beginners and 

be a good ambassador for the sport by being friendly but at a distance. 

 As always, only ride when the trails are open. Remember that this time of year rain 

frequently closes the trails. 

  

3/27/2020 - Biking and Walking Currently 

 Help keep our community healthy and safe – tips for using Madison’s 
paths.  

  Tips for Everyone 
 ·         Always keep 6 feet away from people you do not live with including when passing people. 
 ·         If you can, choose less frequented paths or go at less popular times.  
 ·         Do not go out if you or someone in your household feels sick. 
 ·         If you use earbuds to listen to a portable device, keep the volume low enough to hear what is 

happening around you.  
 Tips for Walking /Running 
 ·         When in busy areas, walk single file lines or with just one child when out with household 

members. . 
 ·         Avoid stopping on the path as it makes it hard for other users to pass safely. If you need to 

stop, step off in an area as far off the path as possible. 
 ·         When walking with your dog, please keep it under control and away from other users. 
 Tips for Bicycling/Rolling 
 ·         Only pass when you can maintain 6 feet of distance from other users.  Do not pass in 

between people walking in opposite directions. 
 ·         Don’t forget to let others know you are passing.   
 ·         No group riding or rolling with people outside your household. When active with household 

members, keep your group small.  
 ·         Ride cautiously and within your ability level.  

Share your photos of walking and biking with the hashtag #walkbikemadison! Inspire others 
with your kids biking, you carrying some takeout food, your trusty commuter, your favorite 
neighborhood walk and more!  

 

https://my.cityofmadison.com/emaillists/redirect.cfm?ID=202541&MID=58703&LID=133


3/30/2020 - Biking and Walking Currently 

Help keep our community healthy and safe – tips for using Madison’s paths.  

 Tips for Everyone 

·         Always keep 6 feet away from people you do not live with including when passing 
people. 

·         If you can, choose less frequented paths or go at less popular times.  
·         Do not go out if you or someone in your household feels sick. 
·         If you use earbuds to listen to music or podcasts keep the volume low enough to hear 

what is happening around you.  
Tips for Walking /Running 

·         When out with your household members walk single file or with just one child when in 
busy areas. 

·         Avoid stopping on the path as it makes it hard for other users to pass safely. 
·         When walking with your dog, please keep it under control and away from other users. 

Tips for Bicycling/Rolling 

·         Only pass when you can maintain 6 feet of distance from other users.  Do not pass in 
between people walking in opposite directions. 

·         Don’t forget to let others know you are passing.   
·         No group riding or rolling with people outside your household and even then keep your 

group small.  
·         Ride cautiously and within your ability level.  

 


